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S.C.R. 41

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 41-SENATORS PORTER, AMODE]I,
CARE, CARLTON, COFFIN, JACOBSEN, JAMES, MATHEWS,
MCGINNESS, NEAL, O’CONNELL, O’DONNELL, RAGGIO,
RAWSON, RHOADS, SCHNEIDER, SHAFFER, TITUS, TOWNSEND,
WASHINGTON AND WIENER

MAY 9, 2001

JOINT SPONSORS: ASSEMBLYMEN BROWN, ANDERSON, ANGLE, ARBERRY,
BACHE, BEERS, BERMAN, BROWER, BUCKLEY, CARPENTER,
CEGAVSKE, CHOWNING, CLABORN, COLLINS, DE BRAGA, DINI,
FREEMAN, GIBBONS, GIUNCHIGLIANI, GOLDWATER, GUSTAVSON,
HETTRICK, HUMKE, KOIVISTO, LEE, LESLIE, MANENDO, MARVEL,
MCCLAIN, MORTENSON, NEIGHBORS, NOLAN, OCEGUERA,
OHRENSCHALL, PARKS, PARNELL, PERKINS, PRICE, SMITH,
TIFFANY, VON TOBEL AND WILLIAMS

Read and Adopted

SUMMARY—Recognizes May 9, 2001, as Alzheimer’s Disecase Awareness Day.
(BDR R-1544)

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is material to be omitted.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—Recognizing May 9, 2001, as Alzheimer’s
Disease Awareness Day.

WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive, degenerative brain
disorder characterized by memory loss, language deterioration, poor
judgment and indifferent attitude, but preserved motor function; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 4 million Americans now suffer from
Alzheimer’s disease, including approximately 1 in every 10 persons over
65 years of age and nearly half of those persons over 85 years of age; and

WHEREAS, At the current rate of incidence, it is estimated that 14
million Americans will be afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease by the middle
of this century; and

WHEREAS, A person with Alzheimer’s disease will live an average of 8
years and may live as long as 20 years or more after the onset of
symptoms; and

WHEREAS, More than 7 out of 10 persons with Alzheimer’s disease live
at home, with care being provided by family and friends; and
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WHEREAS, At some point, an Alzheimer’s victim will require 24-hour
care, including assistance with such daily activities as eating, grooming and
toileting; and

WHEREAS, It has been estimated that expenses for the diagnosis, care
and treatment of Americans with Alzheimer’s disease amount to at least
$100 billion each year; and

WHEREAS, Much of the amount necessary for the care and treatment of
Alzheimer’s patients is not compensated by Medicare, including the cost of
most prescription drugs and long-term care; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s disease is the third most expensive illness in the
United States, behind only heart disease and cancer; and

WHEREAS, Statistics show that if scientists can delay the onset of
Alzheimer’s disease by just 5 years, the number of persons contracting the
disease can be reduced by half, thus saving this country billions of dollars
in healthcare costs; and

WHEREAS, While a cure for Alzheimer’s disease has yet to be found, the
Food and Drug Administration just recently approved a new drug for the
treatment of mild to moderate cases of this disease, with the brand name
Reminyl, which helps to improve the cognitive performance and daily
functioning of patients; and

WHEREAS, The Alzheimer’s Association, through its national network
of more than 200 chapters, provides support to patients, families and
caregivers, educates both the general public and health professionals about
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders, and supports research endeavors
with the hope of finding a cure; and

WHEREAS, The Northern Nevada Chapter and Southern Nevada Chapter
of the Alzheimer’s Association provide support to an estimated 35,000
persons with Alzheimer’s disease in this state; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, THE ASSEMBLY
CONCURRING, That the Nevada Legislature is committed to creating a
greater public understanding of Alzheimer’s disease and to supporting the
need for continued research; and be it further

RESOLVED, That May 9, 2001, is hereby recognized as Alzheimer’s
Disease Awareness Day.
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