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PROJECT

We the People: =—-(itizen

We the People: Project Citizen is a curricular program for middle grade students
and youth groups that promotes competent and responsible participation in local and
state government. The program helps young people learn how to monitor and
influence public policy. In the process, they develop support for democratic
values and principles, tolerance, and feelings of political efficacy.

Entire classes of students or members of youth organizations work cooperatively
to identify a public policy problem in their community. They then research the
problem, evaluate alternative solutions, develop their own solution in the form of
a public policy, and create a political action plan to enlist local or state authorities
to adopt their proposed policy. Participants develop a portfolio of their work and
present their project in a hearing showcase before a panel of civic-minded
community members.

The Project Citizen program is administered with the assistance of a national
network of state and congressional district coordinators in every state and is
conducted with the assistance of the National Conference of State Legislatures.
It is funded by the U.S. Department of Education by act of Congress. Additional
funding at the state level is also provided by an increasing number of state iegislatures.

yurriculum

Project Citizen focuses on the role of state and local governments in the U.S.
federal system. The curriculum involves an entire class of middle grade students
or members of a youth organization, in a series of structured, cooperative-learning
activities that are guided by teachers, organization leaders, and adult volunteers.
Working in four cooperative teams, the students learn to interact with their
government through a five-step process that includes:

* identifying a public policy problem in their community
* gathering and evaluating information on the problem
+ examining and evaluating solutions

+ developing a proposed public policy

* creating an action plan

Students’ work is displayed in a class portfolio containing a display section and
a documentation section.




Program Materials

Project Citizen has a process-oriented student text designed for use in middle
grade classrooms and youth organizations. The teacher's guide includes directions
for leading students through the five-step process and developing a portfolio. It
also provides instructions and evaluation procedures for conducting a simulated
legislative hearing.

Legislative Hearings

Participating teachers and organization leaders are encouraged to hold
a showcase hearing as the culminating activity for Project Citizen, Each
of the four working groups prepares and presents a statement on its
section of the portfolio before a panel of community representatives
who act as legislative committee members, Each group then answers
questions posed by the committee members. The format provides
students an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of how public policy is formulated while providing teachers
with an excellent means of assessing performance.

Every year, leaders of each state Project Citizen program designate
one exemplary portfolio from their state to send to the annual Project Citizen
National Showcase. This culminating event is held in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). State legislators,
staff, and other adult volunteers from across the nation serve as evaluators,
determining the level of achievement attained by each portfolio.

Effectiveness

Independent studies of the effects of the Project Citizen program reveal that it
has a significant impact on the civic knowledge of young people, their civic skills,
and their propensity to participate in civic and political life.




You Can Get Involve

The Center for Civic Education administers Project Citizen nationally through a
network of state and congressional district coordinators in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, and U.S.
Virgin Islands. These coordinators work with government officials, business and com-
munity leaders, and local educators to contribute to the success of the program.

Teachers and youth group leaders can

* contact their state coordinator (see directory in this brochure) or the
Center for Civic Education to involve their students in Project Citizen

* enlist state and focal government officials, community and business leaders,
and other educators to assist students in preparing their portfolios and serve
as evaluators, speakers, and presenters at portfolio and hearing showcases

Government officials can

* sign and present award certificates, speak at portfolio and hearing showcases,
serve as judges, and welcome students to their offices

* discuss public policy issues with students in their classrooms
and speak at teacher training workshops

* support the efforts of the local and state coordinators
in all aspects of program implementation

Community, business, and professional associations can

* volunteer time and expertise by serving on advisory committees, providing
leadership support, and serving as portfolio and hearing showcase evaluators

* provide financial support to help purchase program materials, underwrite local
and statewide showcases, and send classes to local and state events

i

For more information on participating in the Project Citizen program,
contact your state coordinator listed in this brochure. You may also contact:

Michael Fischer Karl T. Kurtz

Center for Civic Education National Conference of State Legislatures
5146 Douglas Fir Road 7700 East First Place

Calabasas, CA  91302-1467 Denver, CO 80230

818.591.9321 / 800.350.4223 303.364.7700

818.591.9330 Fx 303.364.7800 Fx

fischer@civiced.org karl.kurtz@ncsl.org

civiced.org ncsl.org




present an action plan
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identify the problem

propose public policy




Alabama

Wade Black

Alabama Center for Law & Civic
Education, Cumberand
School of Law

Birmingham, AL

B00.888.7301

wadeblack@ mindspring.com

Alaska

Pam Collins

Anchorage, AK
907,345.2580
mpeolling @ acsalaska.not

Arlzona
Susan Nusall
Arizona Foundation for

Legal Services & Education
Phoenix, AZ
602.340.7361
susan.nusall@azfise.org

Arkansas
Conlact the Center
for Civic Educafion

California

Roy Erickson

Fair Oaks, CA
916.883.6614
£acoord49 @acl.com

Colorado .

Barbara Miller

Center for Education in Law
& Demacracy

Denvar, CQ

309.778.7441

miller @ lawanddemocracy. org

Connecticut

James Schmidit

CT Consorliym for Law &
Citizenship Education, In.

Hartford, GT

860.509.6184

cclee@mindspring.com

Delaware

Lawis Hufiman
Department of Education
Dover, DE

302.739.4547
Thuffman @ state. de.us

Distriet of Columbia
Muriel Jackson

Forastville, MD

202.724. 4510

fruriel jackson @varizon.net

Florida

Annetta Boyd Pitts

Tha Florida LRE Assogiation
Tallahassas, FL
850.386.8223
ABPfiroaED@a0l.com

Georgia

Judy Butier

University of West Georgia
Camoliten, GA
770.838.3183
jbutier@westga.edu

Hawali

Lyla Berg

Kids Voting Hawait
Honoluly, HI
808.373.4857
kidsvota @lava.net

Idaho

Dan Prinzing

Idaho Dept. of Education
Boise, ID

208.332.6974

dprinzing @sde.state.id.us

Minols

Jessica Chethik

Constitutional Rights Foundation
Chicago, IL

312.663.9057 %205
chethik@cric.org

Indiana

Janet Hunter

Indiana Program for LRE
Bloomingion, IN
812.855.0483

Janhunte @indizna.edy

fowa

Linda Martin

Arga Education Agency 7
Cedar Falls, 1A
319,268.7630

Irnartin @aea? k12.ia.us.

Kansas

Dave Dubois

Weskan Unffied School
Weskan, KS

785,943, 5222

ctdubois @weskanschools.org

Kentucky

FRachel Bingham

Kentucky Law Related Program
Adnmin. Office of the Courts
Frankfort, KY

502.573.2350

rachelb @mail.aoc.state.ky.us

Louisiana

John Alexander

Harvey, LA

504.349.7833

john.alexander @fppss.k12.la.us

Massachusetts
Diane Palmer
Belmont, MA
617.489.3660
dnpalmer@msn.com

Maryland
James Adomanis
Maryland Center

for Civic Education
Amold, MD
410.974.4680
chipaaco@hotmail.com

Maine

Judith Mela

Porland, ME
207.772.2737
judyrnela @ hotmail.com

Funded by the L.8. Department of Education

State Coordinators

Michigan

Jim Troost

Cenler for Civic Education
through Law

Waterford, Ml

248.200.2349

jim.troost @ cakland k12.ml.us

Minnesota

Victoria N. Johngon

Minnescta Center for Community
Legal Education

St. Paul, MN

viohnson@civicallyspeaking.com

Mississippi

Susie Burroughs

Mississippi State University
Dept. of Gurriculum & Instruction
Mississippi State, MS
662.326.3747
sburroughs @ colled. msstate.edu

Missouri

Millie Aulbsur

The Missouri Bar Center
Jefferson City, MO
573.635.4128 x 260
milliea@mabar.org

Montana

Sally Broughten
Bozeman, MT
406.586.1557
hawgeemt@aol.com

Nebraska

John LeFeber

National Council on
Economic Education

Lingoln, NE

402.438.6029

jlefeber@ncea.net

Nevada

Judith Simpson

Nevada Center for LRE
Reno, NV

775.826.6632

judithsimpson @hotmail.com

New Hampshire

Melissa Childs

New Hampshire Bar Association
Concord, NH

603.224.6042 x 159
mehilds@nhbar.arg

New Jersey

Arlenie Gardner

New Jarsey Center for LRE
Ruigers — The State Univ, of NJ
Piscataway, NJ

732.445.3413
agardner@njcire.rutgers.edu

New Mexico

Dara Marroquin
Albuguerque, NM
505.822.8357
bdjlgim@earthlink.net

New York

Stephen Schechter

Cowncil for Citizenship Education
Russell Sage Collage

Troy, NY

518.244.2363

schecs@aol.com
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North Carolina
Contac! the Center
for Civic Education

North Dakota

Ben Bjeriness

Grand Forks, ND
701.775.5790
BenKbjeriness @aoi.com

Ghio

Suzanne Besanceney
Qhio Center for LRE
Columbus, OH
614.485.3511
sbesanceney @ocire.org

Oklahoma

Michael Reggic
Qklahoma Bar Association
Oklahoma City, OK
405416.7023

thichaelr@ okbar.crg

Oregon

Marityn Cover

Classroom Law Project
Portiand, OR
503.224.4424

mcover @ classroomiaw.org

Pennsylvania

Georga Franz

Penn State Delaware County
Media, PA

610.892.1411

gwii@psu.edu

Rhode Island

Michael Trofi

West Warwick School Dept,
West Warwick, RI
401.823.1680

1id22691 @ride. ri.net

South Carolina

Lisa Burgess

South Carolina Bar
LRE Division
Columbia, 5C
803.252.5139
lisa.burgess@schar.org

South Dakota
Condact the Center
for Civic Education

Tennessee

Patsy Shislds

Qoltewah Middle School
Qoltewah, TN
423.238.5732 x235%
tnpatshields @hotmail.com

Texas

Jan Miller

State Bar of Texas
Austin, TX
512.463.1463 X 2120
jmiller@texasbar.com

Utah

Carclee Coleman

Utah State Office of Educaticn
Salt Lake City, UT
801,638.7742
ccoleman@usoe.k12.ut.us

Vermont

William Haines

Wa the People: Vermont
Worceslar, VT
802.229.9303
Bill@mhs.mps.it2.vt.us

Virginia

Jennifer Faison

Information and Public
Relations Office

Richmond, VA

804.698.1524

faison@house.state va.us

Washington

Kathy Hand

Burien, WA
206.248.3463
kathyhanc@attbi.com

West Virginla
Contact the Center
for Civic Education

Wisconsin

Jack Jammaes
Muskego, W!
262.679.891%
jarmes@execpc.com

Wyoming

Tom and Linda Collins

Hulett Scheol

Hulett, WY

307.467.5231
collinst@hms.crooknet ki 2.wy.us

Territory
Coordinators

American Samoa

Teresa Slanley

American Samoa Govemment
Dept, of Education

Div. of Curmiculzm & Instruction
Pago Pago, AS

684.633.1245
teresastanleydci@yahoo.com

Guam

Cariel Camacho

Div. of Gummiculum & Instruction
Hagaina, GU

671.475.0444

exa@ite.net

Puerta Rico

José Ariel Nazario Afvarez
Secretary of the Senate
Senale, Ei Capitolio

San Juan, PR
787,722,460

jnazaric @legislatura.gov.pr

Virgin Islands
Contact the Center
for Civic Education




