DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.




Testimony on AB 52 Presented to
Assembly Committee on Education
March 3, 2003

By Dr. Steve Mulvenon
Communications Director

Washoe County School District

Good afternoon, Chairman Williams and members of the committee. For the record, |
am Steve Mulvenon, Director of Communications for the Washoe County School District
and | am speaking on behalf of the district.

| am here to lend our wholehearted and unqualified support to AB 52. This legislation
recognizes and honors the sacrifices which hundreds, if not thousands, of Nevada
young people made in defense of their country during World War Il. They heard their
nation’s call and responded, leaving high school behind. Many did not return. Many of
those who did were interested in getting a job, getting back on their feet and getting
back to normal. High school was behind them. They saw themselves as either 100 old or
perhaps too worldly to return to the classroom, so they went through life without a high
schoo! diploma. Filling that void now, even though it's more than 50 years late, is the
right thing to do. It would be one way for this state to say “thank you for your service to
our country.” In doing so, Nevada would join at least 24 other states who have joined
“Operation Recognition” started in Massachusetts in 1999.

The Washoe County School District would be proud to work along side of the Nevada
Office of Veterans' Services to locate these veterans and organize the appropriate
ceremonies in the North. In fact, if our neighboring school districts were interested, we'd
be pleased to coordinate a joint ceremony for multiple districts in Reno.

On a personal note, allow me to tell you the story of one such veteran; Karl Berndt of
Kansas. “Karl Berndt left the halls of Hoxie High School just before the end of his junior
year in 1942. He was the first Hoxie student drafted to serve in World Il. While his
classmates learned algebra, English and science, Berndt worked in the U.S. Army’s 27"
General Hospital Unit in New Guinea and the Philippines. After his military service was
completed in January 1946 Berndt returned to Kansas where became an aircraft
welder, then a mechanic. He never did finish high school, but the strains of “Pomp and
Circumstance” played Saturday for him and 13 other Hoxie students drafted into
service. All were given the diplomas they would have earned if the war had not called
them away.” (Hays Daily News)

Karl Berndt is my father in-law and I'm sad that my work kept me from attending that
ceremony 2 years ago. My wife and daughter attended, and when | asked my daughter
what she remembered about that day, she said, “l remember crying. It was really nice to
see grandpa up there on that stage. | was proud for him.”
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There is another benefit to be gained from such a program. My daughter also remarked
that it was fascinating to hear her grandfather talk about his experiences in the war, to
hear stories she had never heard, to learn what war is really like. Most of the veterans |
know are reluctant to tell those stories. They think it’s bragging. They do not see
themselves as heroes. But these ceremonies give them the opportunity to relate to a
younger generation in a whole new way. It's one thing to read Tom Brokaw's “The
Greatest Generation” or go to the movies to see “Saving Private Ryan” and quite
another thing altogether to look into the eyes of your grandfather as he describes
treating the wounds of his comrades in the South Pacific.

| can only imagine how many other daughters, granddaughters, sons and grandsons
would react the same way. The Washoe County Schoo! District would be proud to assist
in that effort. Please give this bill your support. It's the right thing to do.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to suggest a friendly amendment. We would propose
changing the effective date of the bill from July 1, 2003 to “upon passage.” Every day
that we wait, more of these veterans pass away. There truly is some urgency.

Thank you. I'd be pleased to respond to any guestions.
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PROPOSED FRIENDLY AMENDMENT
Assembly Bill 52

Washoe County School District
Steve Mulvenon

March 3, 2003
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Veterans
finally get

Men who entered service
in World War |l left before
high school graduation

By PHYLLIS J. ZORN
Havs DALY NEWS
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tra, English and science, Berndi
worked in the U.S. Army's 27th Gen-

‘wounds, care for patients and disin-
fect instruments used by the doctars
and murses.

One of the more memorable

lessons Berndt learned was when he
brushed a piece of gawre against a
wours dressing.
*The doctor threw the instrument
about 30 feet,” Berndt said, *Tlearned |
not to do that again, I learned not to
touch anything.”

After his military service was com-
plated In January 1946, Berndt re-
turned to Kansas where he became an
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Teavis Heying/The Wichi Eagle

Lee Walker, 77, looks at pichures of his classmates from the mid-19403. Walker's plcture Is absert because he was serving with the

marchant marine in World War Il Walker and 13 other Sheridan County vels will get their high school diplomas this month, thanks to
a program to honar vets who left school to serve their country.

With highest honors

Fourteen Sheridan County veterans who missed graduating from high
school because of the call to duty will receive their diplomas

BY MIKE BERRY
‘e Wichita Eagle

HOXIE, Kan.
t firse glance, they look like any small group
of retirees you might see huddled in a
momming ¢offee shop, quietly trading jibes
and timeworn stoxies. And these elderly
men are, in fact, very much like a lot of
small-town folks of their generation.
They grew up during hard times, often dropping out of
school to help wark the family farm. They gat married,

raised families and, if they were hucky, survived to retire,” -

But this growp of Kansas World War I veterans is special,
All were in uniform, having answered their country’s
call to arms, and some
et In combat thou- R
sands of miles away, as
their friends back home
celebrated graduation

ay.

None of them got to
walk across the stage of
their high schook with
their classmates, shake
hands with the superif-
rendent of schoals and
the commencement
speaker and accept their
diplomias.

Two weeks from this
Veterans Day, that will all

Recognition,” & program
sponsared by the Kansas
Commissicn on Veterans
Affairs, 14 Sheridan
County vets will be the first Kansas veterans to receive
honorary diplomas — nearly a half-century after the war
interrupted their lives, Three of those diplomas will be
awarded posthumously. The ceremany is Nov. 25 at
Hoxie High School.

e owe these veterans so much. However, they are
dying at the rate of more than 1,000 per day,” said
Joanne Emerick, a social studies instructor and the coor-
dirsator for the Operation Recognition program dt Hoxie
High School. “Not much time is left for a grateful nation
to say ‘thank you' to these veterans.”

According to the Kansas Commissior on Veterans'
Affairs, as of July there were 56,400 surviving Kansas vet-
erans of World War IL There is no way of knowing how
many of them would qualify for Operation Recognition,
according to Stoney Wages, executive director of the

Piease see HONORS, Page 20A

activities during a Veterans Day

Mika Hutmachar/The Wichita Eagie

Cadet Vanessa Helmerman, a freshman at South High School, watches
progrem Thursday at Century .

Junior ROTC cadets

rally, salute veterans

BY BRIAN LEWAS
The Wichita Eagle

Veterans Day means a lot to Alicia
Stiles, a junior at North High Schook.
A captain in her Junior ROTC pro-
gram, she has relatives who served in
the military.

She said that Veterans Day is won-
derful because of the opportunity to
remermiber the sactifices of family
meibers and countless others who
s.".2d in the armed forces.

For masy students, participating in
Junior ROTC is a way of honoring
veterans throughout the year while
also bettering themselves.

Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan,, a
Marine Corps veteran, told Stiles
and 1,300 ather cadets Thursday at
Century II that he hoped the pro-
grams would teach leadership skills
and patriotism.

*This nation would not be the
leader of the world if i were not for
the willingness of young Americans
such as yourselves to provide the
leadership, the patriotism, the com-
mitment and, if necessary, the sacri-
fice called for in the service of your
country.”

Thursday’s program, organized by
Wichita schools, drew an audience of
200 people and was the first of sever-
al evenss honoring area veterans this
weekend.

Col. Bob Hester, who coordi-
nates the Wichita public schools
Junior ROTC programs, said that
ROTC teaches character, educa-
tion, teamwork, citizenship and
discipline.

Lindsey Black, a senior at North
High School, said she signed up for

Please see CADETS, Page 19A
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