DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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Test scores Wldemng between 1 races

iﬁl(ate Zemike
YORKTINES NEWS sr:awc&

- gap between test soores of
b ‘and white students that
narrowed through the

. “widened from 1990 to

13@9 “according to results re-
' “Thursday by the federal
partment of Education, with
average black 17-year-old
only about as well as

ﬂfe average white 13-year-old.

Wost perplexing, officials

Snid, is that the gap is widest

athong children of the best-edu-
cited parents, - where average

sﬁ;res by white students re- -

mamed relatively steady while
of blacks fell back toward
.- Jower achievement of the

: e 1970s.

v‘;%s once considered an urban
ﬂﬁ)blem, the consequence of
qgverty and . disadvantage, has
bq:ome a ‘suburban problem,
- tm. one that may result from
qWer expectauons by teachers,
" avlower number of black stu-
déxts takmg tougher courses, -

tli' "

bdatasuggestthatwhat"

or different’ attitudes about edu-
cation among black students.
Such disparity in test per-
formance, which has also been
seen. from analysis of SAT
scores, has become one of the

most  challenging issues in

American education. - Evidence
of a similar pattern in- these
tests, the National Assessmient
of Educational Progress, is

_more indicative of the situation

in US. schools because it in-

_cludes students from all groups,

not merely those who are seek-
ing to go to college. .-
Educators, and - officials say
there is no. clear explanation for
why progress shpped after the
gains of the 1980s in the next
decade . of remarkable prospet-

ity. -

“This is a depressing reversal
of the gains made over the past
two decades,” said Michael T.
Nettles, vice chairman of ihe
National Assessment Governing
Board, which- monitors-. results

“of the test; tlie National Assess-’

ment- of Bducational Progress
"I'he alanmng part is that since

- y"-l

11992, the gaps have been get-
ting wider.” '

- And while blacks are ‘catch-
ing up to whites in performance
of the pasic skills, showing an
ahility to do simple arithmetic,
for example, they are slipping
further behind “whites - when
asked to do more complicated
work, such as fractions,. per-
centages or decimals.
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