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Clark County Statistics related to Fireworks Fires as of August 9, 2002

Historical Overview:

In 2000, the number of fireworks related fires were tracked using the following three
designations: Situation: 142 - Brush, or Brush & Grass mixture fires, Situation: 143 - Grass
Fires, and Situation: 243 - Fireworks Explosions that involve fireworks as the ignition source.

For Instance, in 2000 a total of 46 Situations were recorded during the July 1% to July 5‘h period
of time. During a normal week an average of 6 Situations is expected.

WEEK (4 Day Period) Situation 142 Situation 143 Situation 243
May 27 to May 31, 2000 4 2 0

June 3 to June 7, 2000 5 3 0

July 1 to July 5, 2000 31 13 2

Aug 5 to Aug 9, 2000 2 1 0

When the Situations in 2000 are analyzed for cause, the increased number for the July 1 to July 7,
2000 period of time are directly related to fireworks 37 Percent of the time. The cause of the fire

was Undetermined 43 Percent of the time. Open fires account for the balance of 20 Percent.

In 2001 and 2002 the Clark County Fire Department started to use an improved method of

tracking fireworks related incidents.

WEEK (4 Day Period) Fireworks Related Incidents:
May 27" to May 31, 2001 0
June 3" to June 7%, 2001 0
July 1% to July 5", 2001 10
August 5" to August 9™, 2001 0
May 27" to May 31, 2002 0
June 3" to June 7%, 2002 0
July 1¥ to July 5™, 2002 21
August 5 to August 9%, 2002 0

The historical data shows that during the last three years, the Fire Department responded to a

significantly higher number of fireworks related fires during the July 4* week when compared to
similar periods of time during the months of May, June, or August.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, PROCEDURES, & ETHICS
DATE: 2-25 .0%RooM: 33 ¢ EXHIBIT £
SUBMITTED BY: _Voane Chown ina

J

&7 of"i'




WR2 1 2003

ASSEMBLY BILL 328 o

CITY OF
NORTH LAS VEGAS
@fm@mw@va/‘gﬁm

Submittal of Information Requested by Assemblywoman Vonne Chowning
March 21, 2003
From Kimberly McDonald - Lead Lobbyist
City of North Las Vegas (cell 702-682-1012)

As requested, the following information was provided by the North Las Vegas Fire Department.
Below is information obtained regarding fires started or attempts to start fires with fireworks over the
past five years (1998 to 2003) in the City of North Las Vegas. The time frame assessed was the last
week of June when fireworks are available for sale as well as the week of the Fourth of July.

NUMBER OF INCIDENCES (FIRES) 1998 to 2003: 4
DATES/ TYPES/ DAMAGES, AND INJURIES OF INCIDENCES:

July 7, 1998: Brush fire, bushes and dead grass. Reporting individual stated four juveniles found
fireworks in the street and went to the desert to light them. The wind blew the ignited fireworks
into some brush and ignited the brush. A fire crew responded and extinguished it. The fire was
limited to the dead vegetation. No property damage occurred. No injuries.

July 2,1899: Vehicle fire. Bystander reported two juvenile males were playing with fireworks in
the truck prior to the start of the fire. The fire damage was confined to the cab area of the truck;
no other areas of the vehicle were damaged. Estimated damage $500.00. No injuries.

June 29, 2002: Fireworks were tapéd to a bottle and throw into a vehicle. The fireworks self-
extinguished before any property damage occurred. No injuries. '

July 04, 2002: Palm tree branches were ignited by fireworks. No property damage. Damage
was limited to palm tree branches. No injuries.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING ILLEGAL FIREWORKS:

June 2001: Confiscated and destroyed over 250 pounds of illegal fireworks and notified Las Vegas
Fire Department of another 200 pounds of illegal fireworks being transferred into their jurisdiction.
They were confiscated and destroyed by their department.

June 2002: notified by a local trucking company that they had received approximately 3700 pounds

of fireworks that were to be delivered in the Las Vegas Valley. The shipment was returned back to
the original shipper in California where authorities were notified of the iilegal shipment of fireworks.
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Firework Related Damage and Injuries

Over the last three years, fireworks have caused three structure fires that have caused
approximately $7,600 worth of damage. The following is a break down by year, number of
fireworks refated fires, and damage caused by fireworks.

Year #offires Estimated Damage
2000 1 structure fire $5000.00

2001 1 structure fire $100.00

2002 1 structure fire $2500.00

The City has not had a large 4th of July fire for many, many years.
As for firework related injuries, we currently do not have the ability to differentiate firework

related injuries, which are classified as bums, from other similar injuries that are unrelated
to fireworks.
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1997
House fire on Alfred Drive - $1000 (bottle rockets on roof)

1998

541 Emergency Responses during 4th July (includes NLV & CC)

2 serious bldg fires related to fireworks - $50,000

House fire on Lilac Breeze Court fireworks - $30,000

Chapman Drive house fire fireworks - $20,000

Had several arson fires attributed to fireworks, including several autos.

1999

615 Emergency Responses during 4th July

7 serious bldg fires reltated to fireworks - $212,500

1 house destroyed - 2 heavily damage in 3-alarm fire on Evergreen started by fireworks - $95,000
House fire on Evertt St fireworks - $40,000 (kids playing with fireworks while parents at work)
Two duplexes dmged by fireworks on Bingham Ave because of fireworks - $75,000

House damaged on Pecos because of fireworks - $2,500

1 eight year old boy burned by fireworks.

2000

12 year old boy burned playing with safe-n-sane fireworks

House completely destroyed in 2-alarm fire on Jory Trail - $225,000
2-alarm business fire started by fireworks on W. Utah St - $250,000

2001
Ambulance and car collide with trailer full of safe-n-sane fireworks at US95/i-15 interchange, targe fire, all three

vehicles are completely destroyed.

2002
Fireworks cause 2-alarm fire at Oasis Springs Apts on N. Nellis. Damage is estimated at $35,000. Children seen

throwing fireworks onto second story decks of apts.
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