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Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.




CARSON CITY, NEVADA

CONSOLIDATED MUNICIPALITY AND STATE CAPITAL

May 6, 2003

Nevada State Assembly
Committee on Government A ffairs

Re: SB54
Dear Chairman and Committee Members:
This letter is to recap some important facts about this bill.

This bill would enable counties, other than Clark county, to collect delinquent charges for
sewerage, storm drainage or water service, or any combination of those services on the
tax roll.

This language was inserted into NRS 244.36605 because this section already enables
local governments to collect delinquent sewer bills through the property tax procedures.

This section is limited to counties whose population is less than 400,000.

When this bill was drafted it was recognized that it would affect both owner occupied and
rental properties. By municipal statute in most of the state, property owners, not
necessarily the property occupants, are responsibility for paying municipal utility bills. In
Carson City, the number of water turn offs in 2002 for owner occupied housing was about
the same as for rental properties. Still, the incentive for an owner to keep the utilities
current so as to avoid a lien is higher than for a tenant, should the tenant be delegated
responsibility for keeping the utility charges current by the property owner. To ensure
that landlords are aware of any upcoming local ordinance change that would try to take
advantage of the new authority granted by SB54, there are several landlord informational
actions that would be performed.

1. A notice in all utility bills describing the lien process for unpaid utility
bills.
Notification to the multiple listing service,
Publicity in the local newspaper.
A paid advertisement in the local newspaper.
An informational note in the next annual property tax bill.
Direct mail contact with licensed property management companies and
known landlords informing them of this change.
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7. Notification of the Chamber of Commerce.
8. Should our billing system permit, a notice on all delinquent bills.

In addition, Carson would allow, in the municipal ordinance, a landlord to exempt his
rental property from the non turn off provision.

These actions would serve to protect the interests of the owners of rental properties and
permit owner occupants greater flexibility in paying their utility obligations.

Sincerely, M

Alvin P. Kramer
Carson City Treasurer
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Nannett Moffett
2135 Bristol Place ,
Carson City, NV 89703

February 13, 2003

Senator Ann O’Connell
Committee on Government Affairs
Nevada State Senate

RE: SB54
Dear Senator O’Connell:

I'have had the opportunity to discuss this bill with Al Kramer, Carson City Treasurer. He has
pointed out that this bill, if made law, would not mandate that delinquent utility bills be put on

. the tax bill but that they could. It would leave room for the local ordinance, enacted to take
advantage of this law change, to specify the details. He has assured me that when Carson City
writes this municipal code change, my input would be solicited to allow land owners to opt out
their property from having delinquent utility charges automatically be collected with property
taxes and continue the current practice of enforcing utility payments by terminating water service
for that property.

With that assurance I can fully support SB54.

Sincerely,
Vo) V)

Nanhette Moffett
Nannette Realty
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Carsan Gity's Orgenization

Our mission: To provide food, -
of the yesr for 1992 clothing, and shelter to the
: homeless and hungry wighin our
Us Dept of Housing and Urben mudmumegﬁmhﬂmn@kﬂhew-
ammmmwﬂhnHMMEzma' provide programs and
Awerd . families and indiwdmh so tlley
" may become self suffi
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Mr. Al Kramer
Treasurer ,
Carson City, Nevada

RE: Support for SBSd

_ Dear Al,

‘pﬁpporting.SBsd.

I am happy to presen: this léttel

Your creative ef*orts to brlng Lhe- payment of water

bills to a systen that is parallel to the system now
.employed  in the payment of other services is certainly
something that we should enact.~ '

As I understand it,; del:l.nquent water bJ.lls would simply
be added to the tax billing. . Thérefore the problems of
emergency water shut offs which the private charitable
sector is frequently called upon to solve would cease.
The cities would be assured ‘of- collection of this bill
in the normal course of tax'collection.rather than
-'having to shut off water without mercy on neady people.

You anri I have worked on several serious hardstc.Lp cases
in the past. The only soluthn_hgs beer: to diveit
charitable donated dollars from our usual misslon to
one of providing water. That problem is vevLy 3¢rious
for mothers with children or seniors. As a city
officii.l, you have had no real” choice but to enforce
the rewulations wi.ich plc:eu these people in jeopardy..

You he re my support.

ek T

Monte C. Fast 7
Executlve Director
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: CITY OF WEST WENDOVER
PO Box 2825, West Wendover, NV 89883 Office (775) 664-3081 Fax (775} 664-3720

February 12, 2003

Al Kramer

Carson City Treasurer

201 North Carson Street

Suite #5

- Carson City, Nevada 89701

~ Sent by facsimile.

Subject: Senate Bill No. 54—Senator Amodei

To Whom It May Concern:

Thxs letter is to express our support for Senate Bill No. 54.

Collection of delinquent utility bills has been a problem for the City of West Wendover
for many years. This legislation will p?ovxde us with another avenue to assist in our
collection efforts. :

Thank yoﬁ for your consideration of this matter.

'Smcerely, | |

z§en\%/_f

Leon H. Flinders
Chief Financial Officer
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