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A\ NCSL

The National Conference of State Legislatures is the bipartisan organization that
serves the legislators and staffs of the states, commonwealths and territories.

NCSL provides research, technical assistance and opportunities for policymakers to
exchange ideas on the most pressing state issues and is an effective and respected
advocate for the interests of the states in the American federal system.

NCSL has three objectives:

* Toimprove the quality and effectiveness of state legislatures.
*  To promote policy innovation and communication among state legislatures.
»  To ensure state legislatures a strong, cohesive voice in the federal system.

The Conference operates from offices in Denver, Colorado, and Washington, D.C.
Funding for this publication is provided by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration, under cooperative

agreement 6 U 93 MC 00110-11 and by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention under cooperative agreement U38/CCU814942-03.
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