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record my name is Mark Nichols, executive director of the National As§ociation of Social
Workers - Nevada Chapter. | am here to Speak in support of the study subcommittee's
recommendations and their five death penaity reform bills,

Rather than testifying on each recommendation 1 would like to offer the members of this
committee a framework to help you make your decisions. Is it a fair process? Is it an accurate
process? Is it an equitable system?

! would hope we all demand that the death penalty system is accurate. No one wants the
burden of executing an innocent person. | am confident that none of You would want to vote
against a measure that could, in the future, prevent an innocent person from being executed. |
trust that we share the weight of that burden.

Finally, | believe that we can ail agree that the death penalty must be equitable jn its
application. This is part of the fairness issye. If one person commits a murder under a certain
set of circumstances and is sentenced to death then any other person under similar
circumstance should also receive the same sentence. We need to be absolutely certain that
this is occurring in Nevada. And, if you agree that it isn't, then we must take far more drastic
steps to reform our system,

The debate around the death penalty is extremaly emotional. But remember, you are not being
asked to take an anti-death penalty position during this debate, You will be asked to address
the fairness, the accuracy and the equality of Nevada's death penalty, | ask you to approve
those reforms that YOu agree are appropriate and necessary to ensure 2 fair, accurate and
equitable death penalty system.

Thank you Chairman Anderson for this opportunity to speak and to the members of the
committee for your willingness to listen. | hope you wiil agree that the five bills are necessary
reforms to our system and that you wili vote Yes on each of them,

272

 ASSEMBLY JUDJCIARY ;o
DATE: Z/ﬂ}d%m: %r , fdx /—[IBIT
SUBMITTED BY: 'S !




