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Judge won’t dismiss fatal accident case

By Martha Bellisle 3/ (’/?3 . ‘Tak:Anna < tiop st a“drug or ‘some  “I don’t see-any reason to do
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL Bl ‘Marie Jackson, "“chiemical;” he said. *The body " that,” Hahn said. “Until the

T e e +2B, s accused..... tries to get rid of it, to convertit . Supreme Court tells us somethin
A Washoe District judge re W inthecrash ;. .into something more readily ex- dit%erent’, this is the way it is. An
fused Wednesday to throw out a- “thatkilleda. * " ereted.” 7o 0 7 . there’snoguaranteethe ‘regoing
case against a Reno woman ac- | Reno traffic ' In a post-conviction motion to tell us something dift)::rent.”
cused of having marijuana in her ¥ officer. - filed last month, Williams’  Walter Fey, one of Jackson’s
system when she allegedly caused - W washos Snertrs Ottics ., 1awyers argued that while THCis  lawyers, said_y e had not read the

a'crash that killed a motoreycle’
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a¢ .prohibited substance, the ' Clark County judge’s ruling, but
“officer last fall, & .- '
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t B métabolite,'or carboxylic acid, is- ‘they planned to monitor the ap-
But while prosecutors prepare. RN v ) “peal. :
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:* son’s Toyota'4-Runner on Mill “not. . = : _ ,
totake Anna Marie Jacksontotri- - Street. Jackson faces up to 20 . “She wascharged alternatively ~ Fey had argued Tuesday that
al, a Clark County District judge -yearsinprisononthesinglefelony : I}With) unlawful conductandlaw- Jackson’s case should be thrown
has granted a new trial for a Las.. count ot driving whilehavingail- ful conduct,” said Ellen Bezian, ‘out for a different reason. He said
Vegas woman who is in prison for - legalamount o a-grohibite sub-. . one of Williams® lawyers, adding - therewasnowaytoshowwhether
the same crime, saying the Neva-; - T her: blood, - causing -- only the THC is illegal... -+ - - Jackson actually was impaired by

. da statute used to.convict her ig , g¢ District Judge.. . ‘In his Feb. 25 ruling, Clark . allegedly having the masijuana or
flawed. .. eovi s JaneEBetryisebirial for June 23, it County:District:Judge Michael . themetabolite tri tier blood.

-+ - The law fails to identify one of . . JdcKson’s.blood contained3v:Doiiglasagreed. ™+~ "5 But Judge Berry said the Neva-

- the marijuana-related chemicals - nanograms of marijuana’s active ..

edram +. When.legislators changed the s7da Supreme Court already ruled
as an illegal substance, the Clark ' ingredient, tetrahydrocannabi--" law in'-199§, theéy did not specify»on that argument when they took
County judgesaid.:. ;- "-nol, or THC; and {8 nanograms - ‘that carboxylic acid was a pro- j¢onthe Williams case the first time.
Prosecutors there plan to ap- " of a4 marijuana metabolite, ‘ac- " hibited-substaricé, Douglas said, 7+ The court found that the Neva-
peal, sothe precedent-setting case - cording’ to police -tests taken- And sincethe jury did not specify-iida Legislature was-correct when
of]essica-ﬁ‘%lﬁams,a23-year-old : shortly after the crash. '/~ . iv:whichiof the chemicals was in' it rejected -arguments that the
former Las Vegas stripper who ! :Nevada:!) statutes +prohibit.- Williams’ blood; he had to grant »driver must ‘be impaired to be
had tested positive for marijuana -drivers from having more than 2 "a new triali <7 i _prosecuted. The justices said they
when she ran her car into six' nanograms of THC and/or more  Chief Deputy District Attorney ~ agreed with prosecutors who said
teenagers in 2000, appears again than 5 nanograms of marijuana Gary Booker, the Clark County . the law “is rationally related to
to be headed to the Nevada metabolite in theirsystem.. * ~= . prosecutor on the Williams case, ishe state’s interest in highway
“Supreme Court: ~ * - '+ . It's the metabolite limit in the :: said ke disagtees with the judge’s #safety and in deterring illicit drug
AccordingtoRenopolice, Jack- ~law that landed Williams of Las _ryling a;nd'p%rans toappeal.  _use” - :
son, 25, alsohad marljuanainher ~ Vegasa néw'trial,*" 7 705" i "Booker said ther prosecutors ji - Berry-said she was in no.posi-
blood when she pulled out of a - Dr." William Andesson, ‘chief ‘,_inthe-ﬁtété"rﬁig’htﬁ&hh.ttdpiltsi'_tgif joh to challenge the statute.

3

e

businessdrivewayon Sept. 26 and ' toxicologist {with” the ‘Washoe' ' ilar cases on hold until the-appéal ™ “It’s 1ot appropriate for the
into the path of Officer Mike™ County crimelab; said a metabo- ~ is resolved; "> i ourt to legislate,” Berry said.
Scofield, 55, who was on his way ° lite occurs whentixe-bédy,t’ak:s’in; 08¢ Co nty. Dep 'Williarns is the law in the state
to anaccident,« - »p 0 adrugand turns itinto’somethitig "D prneviBruce - Ha Nevada,” she added, because
Scofield, a:25-year;veteran oneelseﬁm%%gg&%,ﬁ%ﬁ%% : 'dm ‘thatthe Clark C 1&'¢ase Was tised to set the prece-
“the force, died instantly. when his ¥ ““Metabslite 154 “i;‘i‘ t that” o't Ehidngé hit' plans' - dent concerning impairment for
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