DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at {775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.




@ 2915 W. Charleston, Ste. 12
%Satfe Las Vegas, NV 89102
eSS

Temporary Assistance for Domestic Crisis

Mary Lou Fineman
VICTIM ADVOCATE
877-0133 Ext. 237

“Domestic Violence Experts for over 20 Years™

ASSEMB UDICIARY ‘
\ 5 DATE: ¢ RooMm: 3138 EXHIBIT H’
o& SUBMITTED BY: 1)




Temporary Assistance for Domestic Crisis. Inc.

“’Safe
: Nest

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS
Basi! Ralfa
President

Daniel Kruger

Vice President

Tvler Corder
fredasirer
hm Snell

Secrerary

MEMBERS
Bridget Branigan
Andrew Donner

Brad Donohue

Rev. Robert Fowler

Kirk Jacobson
Dienise Kramer
Laura McSwain
Pamela Newell

Aprit O Brien

Randy Pazik
Mark Sandoval
Allison Stith
Brad Stith
Murilyn Winn
Paul Workman

BOARD OF ADVISORS
JoAnn ‘Bagger-Angerson
Mike Davis, Esq.
Nancy Deaner
Judge Michael Douglas
Saundra Durgin
Dr. Suzanne Faust
Dora LaGrande
Naney Ann Leeder
Shelli Lowe
Florence MeClure
Pat McNutt
Pat Polson
Gustavo Ramos, Jr.
Bernadine Schneider
Debra Simpson
Sherri Sussmun-Weeks
Charles Zobell

EXECUTIVE HRECTOR
Estelle Murphy, MPA

OMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
6+46-4981
Counseling Office
B7T7-0133
Administrative Office
877-0133

Donation Center
257-3s00

A United Way Agency

March 14, 2003

Nevada State Senate
Legislative Building
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Re: SB 224
Support Person in Courtroom

Members of the Senate;

I am a Domestic Violence Victim Advocate with Safe Nest.
I have been with Safe Nest for 3.5 years,

A part of my work with victims includes court
accompaniment for protection order hearings, divorce
hearings and custody cases,

Any court proceeding is intimidating to a lay person. This
intimidation increases dramatically when the opposing
person is your batterer. The dynamics of power and control
are in play. The batterer is usually better off finandally
than the victim and will be able to hire an attorney, further
increasing the intimidation factor.

I have accompanied hundreds of victims to their court
proceedings, and 100% of the victims were grateful to
have this support. Even victims who are able to retain an
attorney seem to need this additional support. A person
there only to be on your side is invaluable.

I urge you to support SB 224,

Thank you for your consideration.

=T L
4

Mary-Lou Fineman
Victim Advocate
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To: Judiciary Committee
Nevada Senate

From: Valoree Howard, Senior Child Protective Services Specialist
701 N. Pecos, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
702-455-0749

Re: Senate Bill 224 (Support Person in the Court Room)

T am writing to express my support for the bill which will allow victims of domestic violence to
have a support person accompany them in all court proceedings. Ihave worked with victims of
domestic violence for eighteen years and believe this is essential to victims being heard by the
court. Victims of domestic violence have learned to fear the abuser’s threuts that their
victimization will not be believed. They frequently cut themselves off from family and friends
and ultimately the systers which is designed to protect them. When these victims finally come
forward and ask for protection, it is important they realize they are supported and are not aloe.
Victims are afraid to face their abuser and are helped by the presence of an advocate in court.
They are often then able to explain their victimization to the court which ultimately leads to
batterers being held accountable for their behavior and to the safety of the victims and their
children.. :

The majority of my expetience working with victims of domestic violence has been within the
child protection system. I recently worked as an investigator in a Child Protection Domestic
Violence Unit for Clark County, Nevada. All victims of domestic violence were given the
opportunity to have a domestic violence advocate provide them support. This support frequently
included accompanying them to court. This advocacy had a positive impuct on the safety of
victimms and their children.

Although T feel domestic violence advocates can provide victims with the best advocacy, I also
feel victims should be allowed to have other support people accompany them to court if they so
desire.

Thank you for your consideration in the very important matter. Please contact me if T can
providc any additional information or answer any question regarding my positive expeniences
working with domestic violence advocates.
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Department of Family Services
Child Protective Services

701 N Pecos Rd + Les Vegas NV 89101-2411
(702) 455-5401 + Fax (702) 455-5478

Susan Kiein-Rothschiid, Director = Joy L. Salmon, Assistant Director = Carol Stilian, Managar ¢ Ann Rubin, Assistant Manager

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMSSIONERS \
DARIO HERRERA, Chairman * MYRNA WILLIAMS, VIG-CIW
YVONNE ATWINSON GATES « ERIN KENNY « MARY KINCAID.CHAUNGEY = CHIP'MAXFIELD = BRUGE L, WODDBURY
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