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the southern end of the valley,
In the diiver. Then he walked back down  sliggingyour wils—you want tohitback” Service's “Be a good neighbor” signs are all
with such abandon, or by such diversa * the hill. The driver, he said, was surprsed . S : shot up and whole mountainsides have
Mmuﬁﬂ;wmmdmimla_rmtureof and apologetic, They'd had a'civil chat, = . i L been bumed by carelessly left campfires.
appetite and aftruism, as that group of avoca- - I called Joe the other day and asked him . e Entire hills are scraped bald by repetitive
tions lnown as outdoor ﬁhe'dmdomgmgmm "l'heideaofwildmn_sneedsmde&rmitonly - all-texrain vehicles, who go up and down
' A Sand County Almanac nqwﬂ;'atlm‘gl(_)mn[dquﬂam . - . —Edward Abbey, . dusty. .

CL ©and— Coe T - The Journey Home Deep In canyons, where hidden water-
ne day, sorne filends and | were . “I'd do Jt again today!” he sald. “There's - . T ~ - falls drip and grow ferns and mosses and
driving up ‘a besutiful dirt road always a sk in defending what you Jove. _ b wildflowers, rocks are covered in graffiti
through the desert, on our way When 1 first, moved there, it was wn- . - . Aspen trees along the- Bristlecone Trail

- to some dlimbing boulders. Sud-- . . scared: This place was.an escape for me. Machetes aside, we could nse more of * high in_the Spring Mountains are so
dﬂﬂy!]'oe,mm,dﬂvm;-atnppedtho B If,mmmmﬁmm~ myﬁiend]ne's’paaﬂonheteins_mmmn 'carvadwiﬂ:iniﬂalstlmtﬂ:zkbuk'sﬁ]len
car &nid leaped out He grabbed @ - o i1 mogtly away from, human fila. Nevada. We have a dity of 1 4 million that's  offand they've died, - _
machete from under the seat and ran up a ence. Bul some people don't see thet  been phinked down amid all this wild Next to the River Mountains, southeast

new track through beauty. And when you start running SUVs .. land, seemingly overnight, and towns like of Henderson, behind a neighbothood

the vegetation, Stuck midway up the steep, - and motorcycles and ATVs oll over it, it Mesquite and Pahrump growing upinad-  * veisose garages overfiow with ATVs and

Ulegally made ruts wes a truck, spinning in dsn't the same place anymore. This fs an ~ jacentvalleys. .. . .. gun-racked pickups, plles of dead turf and

thesand - .- © T - area 'd spent years coming to to seek qui- * . There are roads here that run from the clipped patm fronds clog the flood chan-

When Joe reached the truck, we held " et. I's very special, and it was being de- * " fnetropols into the fragile desert bejadas nel. There's an old car battery in the wash,

- our breath, Would he be violent? Would stroyed. The sagebrush there is 50 to 100 that are littered with plastic bottles and - and once there was even a big old broken

‘be violent? He stood there, miachete - Yyeass old, and this truck was nunning over - shotgun shells and old couches and wash- "boat. Awhile back, a group of voliinteers—
dan@ngathhsldgmﬂdngforalmgm - i as if it didn't care. Its Hke ‘someone - “eis ‘and dryers and dead tires. The Forest . maybe the neighbors—came through and .

+*

BLM vokuiteer coordinator Ed O'Sulivary with a magnetful, of spen i
+ picked up 13000 pounds of metalin Just two weeks from tis ane shooting and Hoyed i S 1
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trajl building and take pressure off.the
congested east sikde’s Kyle and Lee can-
yons. “H you don't do anything [in emerg-
ing heavy-use areas), people end up mak-
ing their own trails and you get spiderweb-
bing " he says.

There also - needs 1o
enforcement,
" “But the bigger step,” says Gamncarz, “is
stewardship, tying people to the land,
whether it's cleaning up, or adopting a wil-
derness to monitor, The main thing we're
faced with here is most of the people are
not from here, and they don't know yet
that the desert is beautiful and amazing.
And when you learn about conservation
fssues, you begin to see that it isn't ‘about
me, but ‘about the area.”™ )

Tom DeRusha, with the Nevada Wilder-
ness Project, says there “needs to be a
; mentality shift in how people think." He

_ prakses programs such as that at Red Rock

- that kids to guess when the
vigitor center's resident torioise, Mojave
Max, will emerge from his burrow in the

be more

.- Gamcarz adds that Las Vegas' setting is
unique in two ways. One, it draws Jargely
urban people. And, two, “there’s no other

- metropolitan area the size of Vegas” that is
surrounded by 50 many natural play and
conservation areas. There's Red Rock Can-
yon National Conservation Area, the
Spring Mountains and its Mount Charies-
ton Wilderness and two more new wilder-
riesses, Valley of Fire State Park, Lake
Mead_ National Recreation Area, the
Tesert National Wildlife Refuge system
with its high numbers of endemic species

BRI i e -

Recreational target shooter Richard Carpentter says he picks up after less conscesttious shooters
so that the BLM doesitt close this site to all shooters. -

and thase who lllegally dump construction waste

scoured the wash clean of the junk. But
more hes been tossed there since, It accu-
mikates fust like a desert flood, -

Fust on the boundary of protecied Red
Rock there’s a place called Little

Ted Rock on Howard Hughes' Summertin

iand—a jumhle of red and gold rocks so
filled with petroglyphs, and so destroyed
by off-roaders and sprey-paint idiots, it
and disgust. -

There's a renegade mountain bike trail
in Cottonwood Valley, south of Red Rock,
that sliced ever deeper into 2 muddy and
Eagile spring zone before the Bureau of
Land closed off the wet sec-
“tion andl repouted the trail over dry ground.

"Bicyclists should be pleased: The trail is .

longet and more challenging now, and no
Jonger hurts 4 fragile area.

_There's an ancient Pahute ceremonial
ground called the Rabbit Dance site in

Pahrump that, in the last Terrible Herbst -

off-road race through that valley, came
close to being obliterated.

There are hotsprings in nearby Colo-
rado River canyons where people camp
and break bottles and shit where there is
no place to shit. Poop tubes, peaple, think
poop tubes and baggies. )

There's poor Mary Jane Falls trail in the
S$pring Mountains, its switchbacks so cut
by hikers that there is no plant life on the
slopes in between and the Forest Service
has bandaged it all in black netting to give

a thance to recover. Still people cut
ing the earth. One time | yeiled at a

back, "1 like the steep hills” 1 shouted -

back, “It’s all about you, isnt itf” And he
shouted back, “Yes!” and kept niining,
‘So, there’s both ignorance and arco-

promise off-roaders that their “trail has yet
1o be blazed" in Nevada. The anything-
goes ad doks provide alink on the Internet

sites these days. On the Vegas Valley 4-
‘Wheelers site, for exampie, you can switch
between viewing photos of jeeps drivi
all over the red sandstone in Litte

trails
view of a 4-Wheelers litter-pickup

outing, and then read its rules on respon-

sible stewardship and treading lightly. It s,

.-indeed, a “paradoxical...mixture ofappe- :

tte and alrulsm.”

One is certain: With Southern Ne-
vada's population and popularity on the
rise, things are only golng to get more hec-
tic for the land that's just beyond all the

houses. )
‘Who, here, is leaping to defend it?

There are the wilderness advocacy folks.
They've already made huge inroads into
the legisiative process, cultivating senators

and congresspeople, taking them on hikes,

. an agency-built trail system,

into wilderness study areas, and helping

pass last year's new Clark County Conser- .

vation of Public Land and Natural Re-
designated some new wildemesses, They
also advocate for other kitxds of manage-
mentin certain highly used areas.

“I think there should be bike trails” in

Rainbow Gardens, east of Las Vegas Valley -

behind Sunrise and Frenchman peaks,
says Prients of Nevada Wildemess' Jereny
Gamcarz, He says there also needs to be
and more
primitive campgrounds, on the west side
ofthe Spring Mountains to reduce random

" in desert pools, Death Valley National

Park, the just-dedicated Sloan Canyon Na-
ticnal Conservation Area in the lovely

dark-rocked McCullough Mountains, and
miuch more beyond that is wild and large-
lyuntramimeled.

Most of this land, points cut Gamcarz,

is federally managed public Jand. And s0
we must look to the agencies for solutions.

A

Kyle McKelvey, a recreation technician
in the Humboldt-Toiyabe National

CONTINUED ONPAGE 24

palling at Last Creek Trail

Graffiti leads to graffiti, so Friends of Red Rock valuriteer Janet Jackson is fipping this marted
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TMELY Pahrump folks
paﬂyhginmehms.mmme'snewmsh.

fike that big old white washing machine -

that wagn't there last week, McKelvey says.

But he says at least the BLM land provides E
a bulfer for the Farest Service lan, which |,

starts where the vegetation tums from pre-
dominandy ' joshua  trees,
. ﬂ\e_ForestServlceliaaiwtrwﬂe.
side of the Spring Mountains is more pap-
uilar than you might imagine. In 2001, ac-
wrdingtnaFumtvaiuemndunmtm—
vay, 12 million visitors traipsed through
the concentrated

-use areas of the east

through, says McKelvey.

Hearﬂvesa(apﬂmiﬁvemmpdtewhe:é"

the Forest Service has piaced panels that

4

maspinmmwmmmgmﬁm

many
yuccas and
piriyon and

uia

restrictions, The creek is low because of

: mmww“m

over &

‘manyofﬂ'letteesmdshotp!herssoﬁﬂld

‘bullets that they've snapped intwo.

He points out a fire pit that couid have

' torched the whole forest, “Last January, & -

fire crept out Ofﬂﬂs&% circled around,
crept up a tree—see georch marks—
thmsmgrmMpmbahlyw_tltout,'he

More than half of all the fires in the
human-caused,

Spring - Mountains are :

rough traik that skitters and slides aloog

. the_sk:pe.lt’sanunphnneﬂtmﬂ.madeby

visitors unaware of how to build a wail that
erogion, he :

; says. -
_Backh&omufmepcmh.wlm.

gLy Lo

- This bucket of shatgim shelk, from asie near
~5|u'an(:a|w1.lswtadmphﬁ1emegabuck-
gt of junk that people dump onto local wild

sayingﬁxemrﬂiﬂonsmmlmmd
10 them, and they knew the fire danger,
buttheyreﬁmedtnputit-out.Thémp
showed me his bacige, and I said, "You can
putmntup.'ldwdmm'lhwe’samnge

‘ ofsmSpelwuwhomgwth_ey’mdomg

wrong and sl do t.*
For that lot, there aré citations: up to
$5,000 -and six months
' mmneo—ﬁy;ifywmnaforutﬁm,
up to $10,000; jail, plus yecovery .costs.
Md(d\leysaysﬂlemammeﬂlhbsmﬂ\e
sljﬂnngmmin&mdA',Nsdﬁvngom

[T

in fail, or’

number of visitoms to the entire range. It's
an unusual quantity of concurent new
‘hires for a national forest.

“*The most important thing is educa-
tion,” McKetveysays. - -

He says the user groups in Southern
Nevada are, aciually, arnong the best stew-
ards he's encountered in the nation. “It's
not the groups that negatively Impact an
area—they're self-policing,” a?:."l‘he
Vegas Valley 4-Wheelers, they great
work. They deaned up 22 tons of trash
from Nellis Dunes recenily. The ATV

dme I've seen them,

Broups—every L
. thqfvebeengooi'lheprohlunmthe

smaller groups, the family E:ups. and
mom and dad not educating the kids. And
Isayﬂmtwithalmufguill,{bwausethe
Forest Service can't” keep up with all the
needed si *Ni

signage.
people 1 run into honestly ‘don't know
rights from wrongs—that’s where educa-
tian can go along way.”

“There isn't much time for that, howev- -
a'.IxVegasishuge.mdPahmmphas
emandedmdﬂxetmuislsmmuﬁng.

"lheimpmwillheheavyifmdon’t
head ‘em off at the pass now,” says
McKelvey. :

What that means is that perhaps there
could be more management over here on

E 3045

I T R




MERCURY | Merch612.2003

The Vegas Vialley 4 Wheelers' website indludes photas of events such as this BLM-sanctioned

"Hump & Bump” dry wash run,
the west side-—well-buik trails that don't

campsites away from the creek, more di-
rectional signs and more vigilant rec techs
ready to alert the gun-toting rangers: And
it means more people need to become citi-
zenstewardsof the land.

L

" *Come on in. The earth, ke the sun, ke the alr,
belongs to everyone—and to noone” *
. - —Edward A

The Journiey Home

"

What makes one person skid a dead-
end spur track straight up a hill, and an-
other persen chase afler him in anges?

What makes three people stop io ad-

mire 2 flood-fresh- pattem of
_sand on the edge of a slope oul in the Val-
ley of Fire, and another person come along
in frant of them, plant his big foot in the
ripples, then take a picture of the print?

What rnakes the Desart. Tor-

' tgise” (xka “DDI"), on the Off-Road.com
website, hatefully spew, “I don’t Tread -

Lighdy. | trample. From tree huggers @
“thelr totalitarian signage that follows” and
proclaim, “the only place I know of that is
free of dirt bikes is inn hell,” and blacklist

environmentdlists and post their home

" . nurnbers?

 Pamick Chicas,  president of Of-
. Road.comn, refused to talk abeut it, “I really
 den't like your " he said. “1

don’t want (o have anything to do with the

Las Vegns Mercizry.” Well, can you at least -

reveal who writes Davey's pieces? “I'm not
going to tell you that,” Chicas said, '
What makes one person recognize
, and another one seek to destroy it
My fidend Joe says different people val-
- vie different things. One person may grow
up to see the desert a3 a beautifil garden,
and love it for what it is. Another person
- may grow up to cherish the power of the
. machine in his garage, and to enjoy its
beautiful i

of ripples in-

man's beautiful machine to not rim over .. J

another man's beavtiful garden.

L1 2]

- On another day, inside the Red Rock

+ * Carryon soenicloop, several Priends of Red -

memjlg
block aff stray trails? o

Janet Jackson, attaching a rail to a post,
says shi’s always loved pature: “Nature is
life. It gives you life—without nature our
planet would be dead. What would we do
without cleanah?” -
© Mel Andry, sawing a new | for a
_railing to replace one someone kicked out,
says, “Thisain'twork.” - -

“This is just beautiful,” he says, logking
around at the creék, the saub oak, the
There's a watesfall here, in the grotio, and

" a.once-lovely sandstone wall made ugly by

Chuck Williams, president of the 400~
member Priends of Red Rock, says once
- yous get to know a place and spend time in
it, enjoying it monitoring it, fixing its
wounds, you care morsaboutit. .-
- *Most of the trails here have been
adopted by a grou) ,” he says. “They moni-
‘torit, walk the pickup trash.”

But sornetimes, trouble can happen

BLYL0GA

Peppe Sctomeiyor,  Red Rock voluntesr, caries traikrepir suppes up the Lost Creek Trall toa

bridge that protects a small meadow.

. kEw

The dirt road that leaves south Las Ve-
gas Boulevard and heads ‘toward Sloan
Canyon is & model of I-don't-give-a-shit
It's nﬂﬁr—g{mmﬂmhmd—phsﬁn and
metal- , ke a melted playground

crossed with a laundromat that's been all -

shot up. This is where construction com-
panies send their workers to illegally un-
load used concrete, plastic pipe, toxic lig-

. wids and super-sized soda cups—no sense

paying that dump fee. Target shooters
dmgoutmomjlmktoshgotupandleave

. Some target shooters, that §5. Jins “isty

quickly, when no one’s watching, In Ice .

Box Canyon, a bit furthér along the loop,
someone has climbed halfway into the
deep cool hillway of rock and water and,
stopping briefly, sawed off the slender
long bough of a redbud tree—that e

desert surprise with iie magenta blossoms -
in the spring. The sewcdust Is fresh and

. H@tm&amdzwhmeﬂaeﬁmbmwm

_Somiebody, later, suggests it was an act

.. of machismo.

AN B i Gy

Saturday, a couple of shooters who -say
they don't belong to any official gun group
have joined several BLM rangers to clean
up the mess, They seem as disgusted as
any decent person ought to be.. :

“We don't leave trash,” says Richard

leave it. 1 was in the Arnyy for 22 years, and

‘we were rained, what we brought up, we -
‘brought out. Last weekend we brought up

ing around this Sa

ﬂmufsoda—-youmai:eitup.sbootit.

- and it explodes; it's fun—and I brought

out 24 cans. But,” he looks around at the
mess, “a lot of this is commercial waste-
We found four barrels of toxic waste here
two weeks ago. We found tar, from one

.roofing company.”

This road alone yields massive quanti-
tles, of trash. Ed O'Sullivan, who coordi-
nates volunteers for the BLM, is wander-
turday with a tnagnet
picking up the metal bits that'll stick. He
picks up the brass by hand. And he recy-

des all this metal. Twice a week, volun-

teers comb this road, and during the last
two weeks alone, he says, they gathered
and recycled 13,000 pounds of metal from
here

I can.understand why the BLM does
this sort of work—it's the agency’s job to

 take care of the land. But why do these

shooters care?

- *Shooting is our sport,” says Carperiter.
“We'te cleaning this up 50 we can contin-
ue to shoot here, so they don’t close it.”
But that’s not his only motivation. “Since [

was 4, my dad was taking me out camp-
- ing. And the most important lesson 1

leamed was in college from an astronomy
professor, who drew a buge circle on the

CONYINUED ON PAGE 26
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. partners in Conservation, Also, Outside

- | LOUISE LEVISON, author and Film Fundralsing Speciallst

. |MORRIE WARSHA'
~|Grants and Donations for

- |DAVID RUSSELL, Independent Film Distribitor

[t Used Car Prices!

. barge" on Lake Mead for schiool groups,
. smrﬂngasdmceachmlinaednod:.andg
gaining momenturn for its Tmajor Litter-

CLAND

chalkboard and sald, ‘Picture this as the
earth to scale. See the thickness of the

s ettt b 2000 B3 o sl ot

So,h the { loes out-

earth?- EAcuwﬂy." SEYS @mm,"f-i?}: readl-vﬂ"\gle reach over mﬂmmﬂa:;‘s;k a

more ‘amazed. at the of the ~you classroorn programs, says hek-
e vesibency of e Jpyraiyi. “That's where Im doiog my |

’ ‘ best, to get the youth involved, so they un-

T e this i3 a precious resource. The

. target groups ke to reach are the pre-

The BIM's Mark Rekshynskyj -Red: teens, who are on the cusp of rebellion.

“That's where we try to teach respect.”
says there's a growing nt of stewardship :
groups. In_addition to the estblished -
Friends of Red Rock, there's a fledgling g
Triends of Gold Butte inspired by the suc- - ‘stat
om_uEmeFrlmdso{SlmnCanwn.and
there's an ical site stewardship

L2

m‘;ﬁﬂsmﬂdmabﬂwh _*We neeil to educate people, and that &
HanyMnr,tmsonatﬁmNeva- takes a {ime,” hegays: “And the ques- |-
gu Legislature. ﬂmﬂi;s:ﬂﬂw wﬁ tio{’;vi:il'du ese places have the time?" hke .
rivate Clack Trails Pact- ther i

c County o g compared to. o places,

. pome in southern Utah that got overrun,
before protections ¢ould be in place, he
'deaatmhasbeimmmehﬂmt_-

nmnaaedmeaﬂnnonﬂmﬁunfmn@sof
the ‘valley, and out in Logandale there's

Las Vegas, a nonprofit foundation that
hdpscoordinatepﬂvategmupswiﬂnlw
ﬁedetalmdloqalg;rmmmlalngencies,',
has formed a subcpmmittee on environ-
(mental education, It has big plans, indud-
ing putting to use 8 flouting “science

Want A Carcer In The Movies?

e Independent Cinema Expo Is The #1 Seminar For
Independent Producers And Aspiring Filmmakers! _
DOV SIMENS, of the famous Hollywood 2-Day Film School, .8
heads s all-stsr roster of and Hollywood pros

4o teach the complete art and rusiness of funding, preducing,
and selling independent feature films kn today's marketplace.

tynfmnsodetywmtswse_etheuep]aces
protected.” : . -
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GERALD R. MOLEN, Academy-Award-Winn
* Yurassic Park®, "Twister”, Report”,

Producer of "Schindler's List",|
onl,c“! and many othess! -

& Vid

authot of "Shking The Woney Tree: How to Get
oo™ . ote 1
3O SVENSON, Vetetan Actor and Star 6f 40+ Holiywood and Independent FIlms |
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Yinkk Nevada's legiskators are being vision: *
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For more Mercury than you can shalke a stick at, go to
wwwlasvegasmercury.colit

VAX-D®
, THERAPY
~ 1S THE ANSWER

sHaals hernlated and
degeneralive dists, sclatica &
. facet syndrome
=Qver 75% effective
«FDA approved outpatient
“medlecal treatment
_- ewww.back-info.com

The Spine Pain Institute
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