DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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Hearmg today on mme permlt

By ADELLA HARDING
Free Press Staff Writer

ELKQO — Nevada State Environ-

mental Commission  is hearing an -

appeal today in Carson City filed by
Great Basin Mine Watch over a perm,lt
issued to Newmont Mining Corp s Lone
Tree Mine at Valmy:

“We appealed the renewal of a , water
pollution control permit at Lone Tree
that the state renewed without infor-
mation up front,” Tom Myers of Reéno-
based Great Basin Mine Whatch said
Monday

: 'The eppeal is agamst “the Nevada
Dmsmn of Environmental Protection,
and Jolaine Johnson, deputy adminis-
trator. of the department, said Monday

afternoon NDEP feels. confident it was-

;justified in issuing the permit.
Myers said one of Great Basin Mine ;

“We believe the state folloWed all the
" regulations for the renewal,” Newrhont
spokesman Mary - Korpi- said this
morning from Carson City,. -,

She said-the public was given ample
‘time for public comment;, and Great

Basin Mine Watch even received an
extension of time to submit comiments.

. . “We believe the appeal is without

merit and anticipate a fair ruling from
the commission,” said Korpl, who added
that the appeal also is scheduled for

‘Wednesday in case the eommission
- needs two days. -

-Great BaemMmeWatch which is an -
énvironmental organization focused on.
-mining, also maintains. that NDEP
" ghouldn’t have allowed Lone Tree to. .
expand its tailings pond, without

seeking public.comment.
“We're not saying they ‘should take
_the lifts off; but they should be told pot

Watehe &oneems'.ie thatthé"permlt BT I .»td). da it: agalhg”iMyerg maidaies’ G 06

renéwed: before NDEP isaw: revised pit..;-1. NDEF - allowed:ithe: expanelon 1o 1
lake and tailings.sitaviagement plans: m;dmnor.;.modtﬁdahon
‘ : plan =

mgame agement plans, we won't bave -
- - of Mining® Regulatlon and Reclamation,

“Whentheydothepltlakeeandtml-

to review them and eomment,”
 he said, “How can they renew a penmt
‘without: answers?”

Johngon' said NDEP renewed the.

permit with conditions that Lone Tree
Mine submit studies within- a certain
amount of time, and NDEP: can revoke

the permit if Newmont doesn't do so. - -

“They don't get a formal chance -to’
comment but we do make the plans
-available and take comment,” Johnson _

sald

- Dave Gaskm ch.lef of NDEP'B Bureau
said " today that Great Basin Mine

‘Watch is trying to “expand their oppor- -
tunity for public comment and refine .

mterpretanon of major modifications.”
Myers also said Great Basin Mine

"Watch suggested NDEP close the ‘tail-

ings pond unless lone Tree can stop
two leaks at the pond, which stores

fluids left over. from processing ore,

including cyanide. - .
Gaskin sa1d NDEP bas been worlnng

NED R

with Newmont on the leaks ‘

“They -are” very minor eeepe, and
we've been addresemg them for a wh.ﬂe
now,” Gaskin said. *~ ‘

Myers said he has concerns about the .
pit lake that will form once mining ends
‘because Lone Tree has been backfilling
“mth very acid-producing rock” ¢ -

. In other words, the waste material is

'.more sulfuric than Newmont ongmally .

thought it would be, Myers said.
“Tt is apparent that-the state did not
formally consider whether this was a
problem before issuing the permit,” said
Glenn Miller, chairman-of Great Basin -
Mine Watch ‘and 'a professor; at the
University of Nevada, Reno. . " -
Johnson said three commissioners
are hearing the appeal, and they may

-, have a decision before they adJourn

Wednesday .
“‘Myers said Great, Basm Mme Watch

'lhesecasked fer thred thmgam—-thabiﬂae
spertiit be revoked: unti} ‘docuiments are
msaopmratmg brévigival byitheipiblé R thut INDER

agrees it shouldn't allow tailings fnodi-

fications without public.inpat and that’

the commission should shut down the
tailings mpoundment to prevent ﬂztura
leakage. -

“We think we have’ very good factual
arguments in this case,” Myers said.

The appeal was filed by Western
Mining Action Project. on: ‘behalf of
Great Basin Mine Watch, and attorney
‘Nicole Rinke said NDEP “essentially

wrote Newmont a blank. check” by not '
requiring the pit lake and tailings plans
- before renewing the permit.. . -~




'Group accuses state re

2, 2003
B SONNER
Asgsoclated Press

RENO — Conservationists
accused Nevada regulators of

abusing their power by repeated--
-ly delaying a hearing on an open
. pit gold mine that they say is

spewing pollution. 7
" The Great Basin Mine Watch

. petitioned the Nevada Supreme
Court on Monday to order the’

state Environmental Commis-

. sion to hold the hearing on New-

mont Mzmng Corp.’s dxscharge
permit, which the.group said is

nearly six months overdue —a
violation of state law,

“We have done everything we
can to get a hearing on this
appeal but the state keeps stalling
while the mine keeps polluting,”
said Nicole Rinke, a lawyer for the

Western Mining Action Project

who filed the petition.

Tom Myers, director of the
Reno-based mine watch group,
said it filed an appeal Sept. 30
challenging looser water potlu-

- tion standards at the open pit

mine six miles north of Carlin.
State law requires such a hearing

within 20 days, he said. :
“They haverrolled back the

standards for several things,”

Myers said. The main concern

was a 27 percent increase in the

amount of salt that the mine is

‘allowed to discharge, he said.

- “We've had them go past the
deadline before but never more
than two months,” Myers said.

" “In the meantime, Newmont
just keeps discharging this stuff,
operating under the new dis-
charge permit and we can't ever
get our case heard before the
Environmental Comunission,” he

gulators of stallmg mme hearmg

sald. T
“It is pretly obvious what is
going on,” Myers said.

The lead attorney for the state
commission denied the panel
was stalli '

“It has just been one of those
administrative difficulties in get-
ting it set,” said Susan Gray, .
deputy attomey genera] ass;gned :
to the commission, -~

“This ultimately may end up
being moot,” she said. By the
time the Supreme Court even
looks at it, we probably will have
had the hearing”
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