DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at {775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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the lives of Dani Jo Baker, 11, and Jennifer O'Brien, 14.

Vehicle fatalities up

340%, fi

es show
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Vehicle fatalities in Lyon
County are up 340 percent

this year — the highest per-

centage increase for an
county in the state, accord-
ing to the Nevada Office of
Traffic Safety.

Although there were only
five highway fatalities in the
rural county in 2001, the
number of deaths shot up to
22in 2002.

Almost half of those —
nine people ~— have died
during the past five months
in hig%'nway crashes in and
around the small desert
town of Silver Springs.

Silver Springs is about 35
miles east of Carson City at

ternateand U.S. 50 East, Sil-
ver Springs and its neighbor,
Stagecoach, have a com-

bined population of only

about 7,000 people, accord-
ing to the county’s larest
statistics. '

State officials and Silver

Springs residents are puz-

ed astowhy theirarea sud- .

denly has become a death
corridor.

“Herein Silver Springsev-
erybody’s concerned about
why we’re having so many
accidents, especially fatali-
ties,” said Lyon County
sheriff’s Sgt. Tom Van Dalin-
da, who has operated out of
the county’s gi‘l:ver Sprin
substation for the past eight
years. “But, there’s nothing

ths soar in Lyon

M MEMDRY: Two crosses stand along U.S. 95A in Silver Springé as a reminder of a fatal

we could put our fingeron.”

“Ithinkit’sjustbeenabad
year. We've had some
growth, butIdon’t think the
growth is paralleling the ac-

Lisa J. ToMa/Reno Gazatte-Journal

wreck in August that took

$. Relch/Rena Gazstte-Journal
cidents, and they were all
caused by different things,”
he said.

See SILVER SPRINGS on 44
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Silver Springs/Various causes cited in rise in deaths

From1A . effect before, s61wouldn'tblame  these accidents has 1 be on both Zylstra, who moved to Silver  In fact, drugs and/or alcohol nnno_ﬁnbnmna a bruge E,uoEun.um
On July 31, a Silver Springs it on that. We do have some acci-  drivers,” he said. Springs three yéars ago from were determined by the NHP —  ¢raffic,”
man and two teenage boys were  dentsoutthere, butwedonthave  Sam Jepson, 63, a retited mili- Modesto, Calif., said she knows ot ate suspected to have been —  She said the committee is con-

killed after being ejected from  a lot of T-bones,” Van Dalinda tary man who has lived in Silver what it's like to lose achildin a a factor in three of the four acci-  sidering asking NDOT to putin_
theirfour-door afteritwent said. Springs for 15 years, said inatten- traffic accident. dentsand all burone of thedeaths  right-hand Eo_..%__..._% _Euwau d
[pon95wo :

throughastopsignontoU.S.95A  Acting Sgt. Terry Whitehead, tion is the biggest cause of acci-  “We lost our 15-year-old -in that area, officials said. “Whatwoul
and struck pnnnﬂan.n—n who works out of the Nevada dents in the area, . daughter to a car accident 20  During the next three years, be some kind of a twm Jane and
A Silver Springs womarn plead- Highway Patrol’s Fernley substa-  But.he also blamed excessive years wmo this Januaty, so this NDOT will widen to four lanes some better tarnouts. Some of
ed giiltyin totwocounts tiom, said he doesn't have an at-  speeding. , commes irom the heart. I feel for six miles of U.S. 50 Bast from those side roads are more heavily
. of driving under the influence of swer, cither, , W Speed. The speed limit them, and F'm still praying for Chavez Drive just outside Day- usedthanothersandPdliketosee
marijuana causing deathafterher ©  “Pveworkedhere 11 yearsand through Silver Springs south of those le who lost those kids  ton. : . some attention to those areas,™
pickop rotled off onto the same  we get very few wrecks out there, thefour-wa Bovwmwrnrvoﬂ&»n in the of that pickup,” she  The project will be completed she said.
stre &Mmrinm«oaspnw. 13, wnniwﬂﬁnmmmgﬁuawn 65 mph within about a mile, But said. - Bmmquom_
killing two Stlver Springs girls. «.MN high-profile,” Whitehead people drive faster than that. Jepson is skeptical about re- miles — next 10 years, duced speeds also would help.
_On Nov. 9, a Reno man was  said. . ..mvnnm limits don’t seem to ducing the speed limit through Knmnnmﬂ.ups_. *“I would like to see the speeds
killeda _nmnmﬂgwo:nrgmﬂ " He agreed with Van Dalinda mean anything to people these town. - “FataliGes areupall over Lyon  significantly reduced in all of the
same highway in a 14-vehicle that the crossroads don’t preseat n_nmr..m son said. *It doean’t matter. What County, but our priority is be- approaches to Silver Springs, but
ileup caused by a late-afternoon  a bi blem. An N.m.oEnraonrﬁuin.Enwa is the speed limit if you don't en- 3«3?5%&3 use especiallyalong 95 where there is
ust storm. - ofthoseroadshavebeen rural aveas, people pull out right force it? People nnnoEnmn.&._N that’s where most of our fatalities so much residential and commer-
And in the wn hours of Eﬂngﬁngwﬁnﬁ%?ﬂ in front of you and it takes them  drive five over the limit anyway,” have occurred in'previous years,® “cial traffic,™ she said. )
Dec. 10, two Springs resi- there is more traffic on the high- four miles to get up to 45 mph,™  Jepson said, “I'd like to see better - he said. - *“Widening Highway 50 to four
‘dentsanda Carson Citymanwere way and people are in a bigger hesaid, enforcementofthe trafficlawsall  There were six double fatalities  lanesis going tomakea .<B.m
killed in 2 head-on crash on U5, rE._.mu 80 they don’t pay arten- bhnnrnnmm._qﬂmm“smnnn&g, the way around.” . on U.S. 50 Alternate in a four- bigdifference, butthe on?
50 Bast about eight miles west of tion,” Whitehead said. has séveral ideas for making the : month period in 2000 and'sever- iz pretry scary. When you're try-

- Silver Springs.
& lotof drivers could steer clear of 'munities.’ : - woom_nvuﬁ&amounrnhﬂ.hriuw ty much have to accept that any
Commmti factars accidents by paying better atten-  “They need to do something  Highway officials have.io im-  since 1995, Magruder sai oncoming traffic is going in ex-
. i . . tion to their surroundinga, through there, cither widen it or mediate Ew.u.. towidenU8.95A  Kay Bennett, Silver Springs cess of 60, Bennett said.
. -If the accidents have anything  “I dont know how znyone. adda centerlane,”said TinaZyl- because, statistically, it never has Chamberof Commercepresident  “I think it’s just ﬂ.nam_h that so
1n cominon, E»NME.& . around here wouldn’t be able to uﬂnw 58. , . been a particularly dangerous and a former Carson City super- many people have died here this
-, M Cross traffic. Nearly two  see someone driving up a side  *[twould also help if the area an usethe causesofthe  visor, said a steering committes  year,” she said.
dozen roadscrossU.S. m.;n_omm street going 60 mphanceyoucan  limit was lowered through there, * recent traffic fatalities appear o has been established to address ~ Magruder said the state is al-

othras cuilactmecab b i o

m&_”m.l another 15  Bennett said she believes re-

M Inattention. Whitehead said Enrﬂwwaﬂn_—nonnrnﬁn_s.u. ii—'ﬂi s ‘, almore died therein2001. Fifteen  ing to access that: you pret-
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