DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Leglslatlve Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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Daar Cltlzens of the Great State of Nevada,

) —One of the most valuable assets of our great
.. state Is its extensive and diverse wildlife. From
| the smallest frog in a high mountain lake to the
| largest bull elk bugling in a pinion-juniper for-

- is Incornplete without wildlife. The Division of
Wildlife is dedicated to-the protection and en-
your outdoor recreat nal experiences.

 of Canservation and Nalural Resources. .Programs of the Divislon address the
big gan
'goels h specles inciude warm water bass, catfish and sunfish and coldwater
‘trout, as well as those less rememberad sculpins, chubs and suckers. War-
" dens travel the hilis 1o enforce wildlife laws and to just help folks out. Qur Con-
- servatlon Education staff works diligently to keep you informed through radio

and television programs, pamphiets and brochures, the Intemet and published

} ‘est, Nevada's wildlife is important to us all, -
Wildlife adds to the beauty of the Nevada land-
scape. Whether you're a bird-watcher, hiker,
- fisherman, or hunter, your outdoors experience

“. i The user-fiinded state dgency with statutory rasponsibility for'
conservation of Ne_veda swlldllfe' We are under the umbrslla of tha Department -

euch as deer, antelope, elk; bighorn sheép and mouritain .

mediums such as this Almanac you are reading right now. Qur Diversity folks

. By Geoff Schneider

~ Most of us love wildiife and want to
protact the animals that we see in our
“yards and In'the wild areas of Nevada.
~ But what we may not realize ls that our
good: intentions may, in someé cases,
> actually result in harming the wildlife that
we love and want 10 protect.

Carl Lackey, a biclogist with the Ne-
vada Division of Wildiife (NDOW), has
witnessed countless casés where
peopla's desirs to help wildlife has actu-
ally harméd the animals.they simply

wanied to help or protect. Most often’

. these cases Involve peoples’ desire to

-feed animals or pick up birds and other’

“animalg they belleve are injured or aban-
doned.. - "~
Leckay sald that people who find a
baby bird In their yard or baby animal in
the wild should leave it alone, . “Don't
assume that It Is In distress and needs
:your help. The parents know where it is
and are very likely taking cara of it. .If

you rémove It, you may be taking It away’

from iis-parents,” he said.

Baby sparrows and other birds that
are. fotind on the ground should be-laft ;
-alone.: If @ nest Is visible, the bird may.
- ba retuimed to'the nest, if it can be done .
safely Doti't belleve the myth that adult -~

birds won' ltake care of their young after
..belng handled by humans. Birds have a
'pocrgense of smsll, $o It's unlikely that
“they can éven detéct human scent.
.- _It's alsa Important to temember that
nature. often produces excesses, so it's
__natural for some wildltfa to not survive long
“enough to becoma adults

Overthe years, peopie; who have mis-

:hkenly beliwed that they were helplng

wildiife have brought baby mountain
lions, antelope, deer and other wild-
life to NDOW offices. In virtually all of
these instances, the peopls uninten-
tionally took the babies away from their
parents.

“It's difficult to turm our backs on
baby animals, but it's aimost always
the best thing to do," Lackey said.
“Very seldom are they as bad off as
people think, These animals are per-
fectly capable of taking care of them-
salves.”

Feeding wildlife can, in many.in-

stances, prove to be harmful as well, -

according to Lackey. For instance,
rasidents feed deer around Carson

City, Verdi and southwest Reng. .

What psople often don't realize is that
mourtain lions are attracted to these
areas because they see congrega-

tions of deer as an available food

source. .

_ The Division of Wildlife receives
nurnerous telephone calls each year
from residents who.are concemsad
about coyotes that they ses in resi-

dentlal areas, particularly In the rap- "
ity grnwlng Las Vegas area. These .|
animals, which are native to the stats, -
. actually reside In and around the.ur- -
_ban areas. Ifyou see one inan urban

ares, you can be sure that it Is bsing

- fadoris eating pet food, or is finding
" food in unsecured garbage cans. In- -
formation about Nevada's urban coy- :
otes can be obtained onllne at

Whlle mom Nevadans enjova
Ing wildlife and are interested in thele:-

Welcome to the Wildlife Almanac

are dedicated to conservation of those less-visible species such as Iizards '
and bats, not to forget hawks, eagles and songblrds Frogs snalls, mussels, .
and crayfish all have a placa in the ecosystem, and we keep an ayeonthem:
too! Last, and most importantly, is our involvémentin praserwng and enhanc— e
ing habitats for all these critters. That's part of ourjob too! : s
Your Division of Wildlife i3 a srmall agency 0f 200 dedicated professuonals,
butwe can't do it all aiéne, We depand upon you for financial support through
hun_tlng and ﬁs_hing Ilcense fees and excise taxes on sporting equipment. Our
Annual Report on pages 10-11 explain our revenues and expenditures for 2002,
The Division also has a Volunteer Program to enlist your help on wikilife projects
throughout the state. Voluntsers collect valuable native seeds, survey sage
grouss, help to capture and transplant antelope, spawn figh-and ente L
acomputer among other things, Probably the most |mportantthln
for wildlife is to appreciate it and support it Speek up for wildlife In-land.
- planning and Iegislatlve processas Mosl Importantly though en]oy lwuth_re— R
spect o =
& hope thls special edition of lhe Nevada Wlldllfe Almanac not only halps
you plan to-énjoy your. -wiidlife resources; but glvas you an. idee of how you
might help your Division of Witdilfe protect it We are tryinig a new distribution- - -
method to reduce mailing costs. This publication is-paid for by anglars, hunt-
ers, boaters and members of the general public. It costs about .16 per copy to
print and distribute, | look forward to seeing you in the hills.
Sincerely,

Terry R, Crawforth \

Administrator,
Nevada Dlwsmn of Wldlrfe

well belng, we have ta

wild animals and ar
capable oftaking care -
of thamselves. They
need 16 refmain wild."’
Thebestwaytodolhls i
is by letting them be R .

wild. LI '
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