DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may
not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
_library@Iicb.state.nv.us.
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Lance Wr ight became iater-
ested in science because of hus
participation in the JASON

Project. This month, the Reck-

er Middle School -eighth-

grader will travel to Santa

Barbara, Calif,, and the Chan-

pel Islands National Marine

Sanctuary to study the ocean

Eig}iih’ﬂi‘adﬁr read‘y I\ dﬁfﬁ

Summerlin View

mm EASON Pm\gﬁﬁ

: and the fault lines tlmt Lua be- ‘

peathit..
- The JASON PrOJect found
ed by RMS Titanic discoverer

. Robert Ballard, engages stu-

dents in reallife, real-time

science through live broad-
casts in . January and
February. '

"Each yvear, 28 students and
six to eight teachers are cho-
sen as argonauts, named for

the mythical explorer Jascn
and his argonauts. They travel
10 exotic, snow-coveyrsd,
desert and marine locales
throughout the world in rhe
b~ SEE JASCN PAGE 1544

» JASON: Loa,d student rook mm ost in pro]ect three years ago
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-name of science. )
Students participate in a
rigorous interview process lo-
“cally and nationally before be-

ing chosen. Wright was oue of |

three students from Clark
County to be chosen for the
finals. Each year, since the
- school district began hoshng
the program, a teacher or stu-
.dJent has traveled to the =xhi-
bition site.
"Wa've one of the tt.w sites
tiat have had someone every

vear Very few sites have had-

comeope  every year, and
we've been very fortunate,”
said Joyee Woodhouse, divec-

tor of the School-Community
Farmership Program,- which

" have some expedatmns to !we up to,
because Clark County is well known at
JASON headquaﬂers They kznow we send

. the best up there.

LANCE WRIGHT .
JASON PROJECT STUDENT ARcovAtrT

tau.htateg the project.
Marcus Mason, a fifth gladc.

‘tencher at Fitzgerald Elemen-~
tary, was chusen as a teacher -

argonaut this vear
*And we're Very, very prnul.l

_ of them, too,” Woodhouse said.”

.1 bave - some expectarions
to live up to, because Clark
County is well known at" JAS-
ON  beadguarters,”

Wright -
_.hmd “They know we send the

hesr ap there.”
Wright knows he's i elite

- company. e’s been watching
“local student argonauts for ‘

yeal 5.
“iust seeing students vn the

screen who weren't that much

older rhan me working with.
real world * scientsts was

amazing to me,” Wright said.

“I said T can do that.'™
Slmron Pearson, . anht‘s

» JASOM: Project broadum at LLSN LLITTIPLL‘)
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willinvs to doix it ouf to hei
“Auv time a teacher is ex-
cited abour something anv-
whera in the cwrricuum, it
helps ger these kids miouvat-.
ed. It's the JASON project that

keeps them motivated,” said -

Pearson, who was a teacher
argonaut in 1998, “If the infor-
mation: isn't there, and it isn’t
swong, theyve not going
follow through with it.”
“There’s so much discovery.
Maih is pretty much discov-
ered. Ther='s not much more

o discover thers” Wright
said.  “Sclentists ~ discover .

snmerhing new every dav.”
- Weksht will spend Jan. 28
weiin el § Gnmersed - in

' science-'and working with sci-

entists. He's been studying
since last summer to keep up
with the scientists he'li be
worling alongside. )

“T've never had an opporm-

nity to work with any reai sci-

entists,” Wright said. “So, this

will be my first experiencs 1o

work with a scientist, and I'm -

very excited about that.™ -
Wright came into Pearson's

classroom after school for the -

last two wears. because his

. middle school didn’t have .JAS-

ON in the curriculum, Cian-
mins is now a student -at the
D; Naval Academy.

"Now el me JASON
doesn't have an unnau: O
therm:” Pewrson said. “JASON
isn't something vou find in a
texibsok. It science vight

" now. When he (Wright) finds
-something that is of interest to
" himself. he pursues it. He's a -

neat ldd. He's what we call a
life-long learner.”

" Those interested in the JAS-
ON Project can visit the Web
site at .www.jasenproject.org.
Frez JASON Lve public broad-

cases will be at 7 and 8:30.a.m. -
+ Menday through Feb. 7 and all
~day Feli.' 1

at Comrnunity Col-
lewa of Southern Nevada, 3200

. Chevenne Ave. Those inter-

2sted can cail 799-6560.

EXHIBIT G Sena e Committee on Finance

Date.

‘-flrth erade teacher ar Eisen-

berg Elementary brought in
student argonaut Eric Cum—

mins when Wright was a st -

dent. For the last two school
yvears., Wright bos o visited

Pearson at Tier Elementn'y,
where she now teaches, to
study the exhibitions of
JASON." :

Pearson ‘hopes Wright s
the same influence on her siu
dents this vear us Cuoumins
had on Wright.

*T have some of my kwa
come  back a L\u.l

said. 1 tell: !hem my door | 5
always open.”

Pearson won't take the cred-

-it- for Wright’s love of science,

even though he is more than
b SEE JASON PAGE 16AA
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Marcus Mason . wants to
show his-studeénts at Fitzger-
ald Elementary you can suc-

.ceed, no = matter your'

env:ronment

This month the f1fth—grade- X
teacher will fulfill his goal by -
traveling to California’s Chan:
nel Islands National Marine’

Sanctuary on a two-week ex-
pedmon with the JASON

Pro_rect The program created

- by RMS Titanic  discoverer

.Robert Ballard in 1989, engag-

~“es children nationwide via live -
- televised expeditions to snow- -
- covered, rain forest, marineor
desert regions of the world,
- . During the school year, stu---

- dents can further’their explo- - .
- rations through the JASON
rFoundanon for Educanon Web -
. -51te

Every year teachers. and

‘students apply to be a member -

of the team that will bring the

exploratlons ‘to’ the students.
- After a rlg1d mt_emew L

. ,P SEE JASON PAGE 6AA

Marcus Mason

> JASON Pro]ect created by Ttamc dlscoverer
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' proce_ss,- essays and ;,a class--

. room visit, Mason was chosen

.' as one of eight teacher argo-
-nauts . - nationwide - to '

i

parhcrpate

The Clark County ‘School
District is one of the only JAS-
ON sites that has.had someone
chosen for -the expedition ev-

. ‘ery year. Students also are-
- "able to .apply. This . year,
“eighth-grader Lance' Wright

from Becker Middle School

will be one of 28 to participate, * -
said Joyce Woodhouse, direc- - . ‘to his students.

"tor of the School-Community

" Partnership” Program, which

- che.]lenge for a téacher; relat- -

§
i

- facilitates the project in Clark
County; . .

“The compentlon is always :

- very. tough. It's even. more
with teachers because they

only choseé six to eight, and -

there are 36 sites,” Woodhouse

. said. “Very-few sites:have had
someone. every year, and .
we've béen very . fortunate. -

- And we just have good people.

And we're very, very proud of .

them, too.”

“I thought it would be a
good opportunity to put a face
to ‘science for my students,”
. Mason ,said.. “That’s the big

ing the experience to the

concepts I enjoy makmg the
connecuon between the con-
cepts, and the kids really €n-
joy the sclence.” o

JASON, - na_med for. the

. ‘mythical explorer Jason and -
. his argonauts, is:an interactive
: learmng ‘environment where
science, matlr and technology -

are used to explore. parts of
the ‘world many students will

- never see. Mason believes his
teaching style is cohesive with
*JASON and will help him illus- -

trate the power of knowledge

' “Science — It’s funny. Its
serious. It's néat. It’s abstract.
It's everything they are do-

" ing,” Mason said. *You,don't -
. have to have all the informa-
-tion. It's OK to question ‘why.

-» Most of all, have fun. I miss
* being a kid."” ' :

ThlS year Masons school ‘
deparunentahzed meaning he

only teaches wrltmg to his stu- -

dents before they leave to at-

" tend math, "science, social

studies or language arts. But
that doesn’t stop him from re-
lating science to writing. In
the past, students have read
“Journey to the Center of the

- Earth,” acted out parts from

. the book and discussed. areas-
such as plate tectonics, one of .

" the areas Mason will be study-
ing in California.

For more information on
the JASON project, visit the

Web :  site at
. . Www.jasonproject.org, '




