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The Honorable William J. Raggio
Chairman, Senate Finance Comumittee
401 South Carson Street

Carson City, Nevada 89701

Dear Senator Raggio:

I am writing in support of line item finding for agriculture cducation and program quality criteria as presented in
Senpate Bill 366.

Agriculture educators have taken a proactive role in determining the fature of their profession. They have, without
mandate, developed content and performance standards for agriculture science, agriculture mechanical engineering
technology, and plant and environmental horticulture science. In December, 2002, academic crosswalks were
presented and approved by the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education
for science credit for agriculture science and plant and environmental horticulture science.

Quality criteria is a new program evaluation system developed by agriculture instructors that identifies benchimarks
of performance for agriculture education instruction. Annually, the classroom instructor, local agriculture advisory
groups, including members from the community, and the State agriculture consultant evaluate the curriculum,
standards, leadership, work-based learning, community involvement, program promotion, and other parts of the
program. Agriculture education has faken every opporfunity over the past three years to improve the quality of
education they are providing in our school districts. '

With the anticipated funding restraints that many school districts will experience this year, it is extremely vital that
we are able to maintain the agriculture programs in our school systems.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,

\)Qb)\h-
Gty ‘Waters

President, Nevada State Board of Education
Nevada State Board for Occupational Education
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Agriculture Education Funding FY03 FY04
School Ag Program School District |DSA Federal Cari Perkins |SB366 Enroliment
Albert Lowry High School Humboldt County | $12,000.00 $18,591.00 71
Area Technical Trade Center Clark County $2,500.00 $13,025.00 30
Churchill County High School Churchiil County $7,600.00 $30,570.00 170
Douglas County High School Douglas County $7,000.00 $22,100.00 100
Elko Senior High School Elko County $5,400.00 $47,510.00 310
Eureka County High School Eureka Count $3,000.00 $3,500.00; $18,591.00 71
Lund High School White Pine $500.00 $43,630.00 30
Moapa Valley High Schooi * Clark County $22,100.00 100
Owyhee High School Elko County ~ $5,300.00 $1.000.00] $14,840.00 50
Pahranagat Valley High School _|Lincoln County $200.00 $12,420.00 20
Pershing County High School Pershing County $5,000.00 $1,500.00] $17,138.00 59
Regional Technical Institute Washoe County $4,100.00 $17,865.00 65
Smith Vailey High School Lyon County $2,100.00 $13,630.00 30
Spring Creek High School Elko County $5,500.00 $31,780.00 180
Virgin Vailey High School Clark County $1,000.00 $11,815.00 15
Wells High School Elko County $4,500.00 $18,470.00 70
White Pine County High Schoo! {White Pine $5,000.00 $14,840.00 40
Yeringtonh High School Lyon County $2,000.00 $17,260.00 60
TOTALS $72,700.00 $6,000.00 $356,176.00 1471
Total Occ Funding * $3,600,000 $6,000,000 55,000
Percentage of funding for Ag 2.00% 0.10% . 2.80%

* Moapa agriculiure education classroom instruction is not funded,
however the schoo! lab facilities receives $68,000 which includes
one farm managers full time salary.

~Calculated from $22 million oce spending minus 82% which is salary, leaving 3.6 million for program support.

Funding would have $10,000 base + $121 for each student enroiled.
$143,824 will be taken from the allocation for special grant opportunities for the development of new
urban programs in Washoe and Clark county school district.
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" "Ag. Facts _ Agnculture 1s one of the 1argest and rnost vﬁa] mdustnes Nevada agncu‘lture is- the
" third largest industry. in the state, and récorded a total receipt of over 300 million
* - dollars in'2000. Agnculture education arid the agriculture industry are jomed
. ‘through the:Nevada Agncu]ture Council, which combmes the efforts of all o
: -agnculture mdustnes in the Sllver State ' : LR ST

.". Mlssion The nnss1on of agncu]ture educatlon 18 to prepane and support md1v1dua1s .
SR for careers, bu1ld awareness, and develop }eadershlp for the food f1ber and natura]‘ '
o resource systems : R _

. Structure : .Agncu]ture educanon COrnbmes Classroom Instructlon, Supervised:.
- . Agricultural Experlence nd the FFA orgamzat;on through integral lnstrucnon ‘
- _The agriculture.education model is. supported by both federal and state Taw. Nevada ,
Agncu}tfure Educatxon 18 currenﬂy deve]opm g skxll standards for 1ts courses '

Classroom Instr:uctlon covers agnculture smence and advanced smences

- how they are used in agnculfure the ]argest seience: mdustry in the
' natxon ' : - :

. . 'le... Y N
" { crassrooM. - [+
INSTRUCTION ([

\ SUPERV]SED \ '
* AGRICULTURE): Superv:sed Agrlcultural Experlence is the hands on, work—
PERIENCE
. monksasEDLEARINGY based Iearmng part of the model. gt allows the students to learn

/ mdustry skills through an ownershlp o1 non- owuershlp enterprlse
prOJect that is overseen by thelr mstructor REE

7 The FFA (Future Fanners of Amenca} organlzatmn is the training and
© e - o | testing area of agriculture education.’ FFA evaluates the skills that
CAE&%%W '/ students leamed through agriculture education by using’ Career

\ 4 Development Events It also sharpens students speakm gand-

]eadersh:p skllls ST

Nevada Agnculture Educatwn is cows and plows,
as well as bzochemzsts engmeers, and vetennanans.
1/11/02
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‘and gives students a practlcal approach to the theOrles of science and - -
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s ;f' "95% of students that mtended o enter an agnculture occupatlon were gomg to a four .
e year umversuy Or’ a commumty college e . :

N evada Agnculture Educatmn

Survey Results

L. LEADERSHYF. . f -
“\ . ‘CAREER DEVELOPMENT ./ |

Two hundred ﬁfty snt samor students were enrolled 1n an agnculture educatxon at the" oo

: end of the 20()1 school year-as, reported by the Névada Occupauonal Repertmg System
L andthe Department of Educatlon ‘These $tudents were given aSurvey conducted by the ..
" Department of Educaunn ‘Seventy surveys were received in the Office of Career, .

"Techmcal and Adult Educatton “which reflects 27 percent survey, return rate, The -

: :' .—fo]lowmg llst mcludes an excerpt of the survey results

0
.0

."'

134% of the respondents stated they planned & enter an agnculture career

Lt

52%, of students that dld not mtend to enter ani agnculture occupauon ranked
: agrtculture educauon as helplng them prepare for graduatton at a HIGH level

'_-50% of students that dld mtend to enter an agnculture occupatton ranked agnc’ulture
' educatron as helpmg them. prepare for graduatton ata HIGH ]evel S

49% of a]l students ranked agnculture educatlon as helplng them prepare for

graduatlon at a HIGH level

- 50%of students that did not mtend to enter an agncu]ture occupatlon fe]t that FFA

- mvolvement was etther necessary or very 1mportant for their future success

_ 1111102_

'5 1% of students that d;d mtend to enter an agncu]ture occupatron felt that FFA
- mvolvement was necessary or very rmportant for thetr future success:

50% of students that did not declare anon agrtculture or an agn(:ulture occupatlon

felt that FFA mvolvement was neceSsary or very lmportant for their future success

_ 54% of all students fe]t that FFA mvolvement was necessary or very 1mportam for
: ,thClI’ future Success.. : : .

N
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- SUPERVEED -
AGRICULTURE |

Nevada Agrrculture Educatton =
- Career Paths

:.'Ql'aSS'.I'_Odm Iﬂstrhcﬁoni A

) Nevada A gnculture Educatlon students are exposed to the fo]lowmg afeas of mstructlen

. '*Agncu]ture and Soclety the mterrelatlonshlp of Nevada agnculture and socrety on the

- local, stafe, national, and mtematlona] leve]s, and wr]l drscuss the economrc 1mpact of
-1ead1ng commodrtles e : R '

-Ammal Serence - the 1mportance of ammals, the:r domesttcauon, and role in modern

'socnety Students wﬂl exp]am the care and uses. of domestlcated hvestock m socwty

' .Plant and Soﬂ Scrence - the requlrements for p]ant growth and development wrth the
: interaction of soil;, water, and fertilizer in plant production, -Students will 1dent1fy and
o 'exp]am the functlons of p]ant systems soit charactenstlcs and the interaction of both.

o Supervxsed Agrrcu]tural Experlence — the: relatlonshrp between a Supemsed
_-.,Agncu]tural Experlence (SAE) and then' preparatron fora career in agncu]ture

e LeadershlplFFA ~the tralts of effectlve ]eaders and parhc:pate in, ]eadershrp trammg -
'fthrou gh mvoived membershlp in the FFA _ .

- Agnculture Busmess Sa]es, and Marketmg - the nnportamce of agncu]mra} ﬁrms and
. technologies with regard to-the production, processmg, serv1cn1g, purchasmg, and
.’marketmg of agncu]tura] products .

AgncultureMechamcal Engmeermg and Technology c0ncepts of. mechamcal :
systems and. structures Students will also understand emergmg technologles and there -
mten'e]atlonshrp in the agnculture mdustry ' : :

Natural Resources —the mterre]attonshrp of modem agneulmre and the envrronment
focusing on water, land, and other natural resources in Nevada.- Students will explam
how namral resource avarlablhty affects agnculture R :

, Employabxlrty Standard competence in workplace readlness career deve]oPment and
: hfeIong leammg :

1/11/02
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£ Nevada Agriculture Education Yearly Activities

L lJanuary & February
.‘.'-‘__-‘Made For Excellence Conference The Nanonal FFA cumcu]um focuscs o thé -
" “personal growth of each mdmdua] ‘person; StideritsJearn'about. usmg CDl'lﬂlCt reso]utlon e
e ,teci'mlques appropnate]y, settmg geals arld bu"']dmg self esteem L

' 'Advaneed Leadersh:p Conference The (5umcu]um bm]ds on MFE and prepares students -

ol - for future ¢ careers, either through- hands-en ‘experience or advanced: educauon Students .

- a]so pollsh thcn’ ]eadershlp and commllnlcatmns Skl]]S S

B f Intemanonal Leader.s‘th Semmar for State Qﬁ' cerx A]l currem state ofﬁcers are E o

: :;f"ehgtb]e Ofﬁcers enjoy” 12 ediicational and fur-filléd days in ancther country They. gam .
Lo know]edge and unﬂerstandmg of e country’s hfesty]e while visiting Ameérican ,

embassles meetmg young | farmers v1sxtmg farms | and agnbusmesses and en_]oymg a few

. d‘ays gettmg to know thelr host famlly

. Chapter V!.S‘IIS The Nevada State Off icérs trave] throughc)ut Nevada v1s:tmg FFA
o _Chapters The offlcers present several: workshops to 41} FFA members, The workshops -
7 'range from opportumues in agncu]ture educatlon to homng thelr Ieadershlp sk1l]s .

_' 'March & Aprll

to

: 'jNevada CareerDevelopmenr Evem.s' = Nevada FFA students test their c]assroorn L
P mstmcuon through team and. mdmdual compentlons Aftera year of Jocal and regional’
" ¢éompétitions,. students ‘compete in 28 Career DeveloPment Events that ran ge from
~L1vestock Evaluatlon to Parhamentary Procedure : S S

Lo Nevada Stare Convenrwn Over 400 FFA students attend the annual conventlon each _
. year.- Members fisten to exciting motlvauonal speakers as well as the retiring addesses of
.- the current state officers. The new year s state-officers are announced and many ‘students
o and supporters are’ recogmzcd for thelr achievements.. Student delegates from each

o chapter d]SCUSS and vote on lmportant tOpxcs that affect the assoczauon f: e

. Blast Oﬁ Trammg —The Natlonal FFA offers a prezmer deve]opment program for state’
officers. to begin their year of service.. BLAST OFF provides training in Tife
: _management presentations, social sl__u_l__]s personal-goals and as_se_ssmem_ '

““(more, reverse)



