DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these min

utes may
not be complete.

This information is sqpplied.as an informational service
only and should not be relied upon as an official record,

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.
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W ells - The short story of a long history

Lush meadows snd deey clear eprings mads this place @
matural reat stop for the finst western toursts.. the emigrimts
on thelr way to ths land of goiden dreame In California. From the
|stc \B40's to tha carly 1870's, it rivaiad any rosting place on tho
Calfornia Trull. Tha plonesrs calld it Humbaldt Wells, the Jumping
off pince for the toughest lag of a long Journay, crossing tha
deadly srid desert to the Siarra Nevada Mountaing, gateway to
California.

For simast. thirty years Humboldt Weks remeined [ust a
Wids epot: on the trail with no permanent bulldings. The future
townelte of Wellp wae a part of Utsh Tertttory until 1366, tvo
vears aftor Novada became a state. A etrip of land, baginning
Just weat of the present. community and continuing east 1o
Wandover, was tekan by Congrees from tha neighboring tarritory
and given to the Sliver State.

In 1869, the Cantreal Pacific Ralirond lald its ties and
steel to the site in its raca to meet tha Union Pacific In Utah
Tarvitory. When the ralls met at Promontory om May 20, the
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Boutinvest of Woalis, & revival of ainng ait Chorry Creok in
the 1B8('s and & new boom In tha Ely aroa brought an sconamic
sperk of lifa to Wells when those places freightad ore 10 ths
rafleond hore.

Bad lugk steuck b the 1890%s when Wells lost Ite status
a6 & frolght division point, but it remained an Important helper
englne station on the rallroad that was, by then, tha Southem
Pucific.

Another bow to tha local aconomy hit In 1906 when the
Nevada Northern Railroad was conatructed from tha copper town
of Ely to Cobre northesst of Wells. Tha ore shipping businsss In
Wslhdmppdhlhmtmthm-ndb:llmmhdtarw
solsly on the ranching outfita and depleted ralkoad trade.

I 1908, the new Westem Facific Railraad laid its tracke through
town and Took up some of tha sconamic tack,

1n 1926, the Union Pacific complated te Oregon Short:
Lina from Twin Fads, Idaho to Welle. When tho first train arrivad
{from the north, 13500 peopla gathered to welcome It sid hall what
thay thought wais A permanent solution to local cconitic
downturms. There was much to colebrats that dey. Food and
drinks wora fraa, but most: importantly, Walls High School soundly

Atte baskstball rival from nearby Metropolis for the firet

natlon was Rnally jolned togathar and travel time wae reduced
from thrae or mors mohthe Lo sbout ten days.

Whon the raliroad reached Humboldt Wells, the company
bullc & watar towar and installad a boxcar next to tha tracks for
use a6 A frelght and passenger depot. The original station vas
about: & millz west. of tha prosent townsita. Wells soon became A
freight dhision point. and helper station. Extra anglhes wers
added to trains for the difficult pull aast over the Fequop
Mountains. Humboldu Welts began to grow and the tontisita

et st sccommodats ibs growth paing. On Christmas
the town colebratod Iva first: bullding, a log hut housing
sad Satoan. Following the eatablishment of that
sstom institution, 8 lvery stabls, telsgraph offics,
ra and anather saleon were constiucted.
Local economy flourished with staady trade from
workad south of town at Spruce Mountain, Doty
Cherry Crosk. More businass came from the ranchas
by and Clover Vallays, ae well as the cattis outfits
community and, of course the rallroad and wagen

EotTa)

in, vegotablas and faed wena brought to the local
1 the valleya and traded for goods or shipped to Elke
itica slovig the rallrand
town had grown Intg A complete commuriity, There
school where the ringing of a locomathve bell called the
o class, in that same year, Elko County Comiission-
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time in thras fong years.

101927, the town incorporated and bocama the City of
Wolle, Thart sama yaar, tha community became pers of the first
rursl slectrification eyetom In Hevada when Harvy H. Cazier bullt
pomrlnuﬂm.mdlrmlmdecwmm.mﬁwtcmw
Wells and Dssth,

After World War I, tourtsm began a sarious rise as mora
anz mors paople bought automobilcs and traveled. Many stayved
overmights in Wells, Nearby Angel Laks in the East Humbokit
k ints was mads iblo by grading a road to the
besutiful alping laks. Tha road was paved in 1968.

Incresed upe of disesl locomatives eilminated tha need
for helper anginos and Wells lost it status as a helper station In
the 1548, In the carly 1970's, Udion Factfic stopped operstions
on the Oregon Bhort Ling, Wells F2it tho loss but not as badly as
In previous years when other ralitoad oparation shut down.

Walls continues to be an important. tranaportation point. Two
wajor highways inbersect; st Wolls: interstats B0 and U, 5,
Highway 93, the Groat Basin Highway.

Binca the founding of Wells In 18668, tts population
arowth or loes has aiways boon stoady snd slow. It has naver
bach & boomtown, nor hag It died the quick death of a mining
camp. The place has dlung tenaciousiy to life through gaod times
and bad.

Ho ona can predict what thesa unusual times will do fo
any Ity, but [t's & surs bet that the citizens of Wells wit

\B70's with a popuistion around thres hundred. A
ns in the 1860' hurt: the community and Ite popula-
Jwindied. Rallrosd business and ranch trade was all
‘he teran M,

Fohortmedmmmewws. Tha town prosp

BUL/U’I.I

puythatundoﬂwmduhmmmbu:uwmmw
cards, good or bad. Like thele ploneer paronta befors, they are a

‘Tough brecd with a vision of the futurs In a place that has sbvaye
wolcgrtiad travelers.
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1. Wells Community Presbyterian Church
The body of the church was first organized In nearby Desth, On
the 18" day of September, 1837, the group In Desth agrasd to join
a group of worshipers from Clover Valley. Tha two groups mot i
the Littiz Red School Houee. in 1831, tha Southem Pacific
Rafroad donated four ote at 325 Sixth Straet for the consteuc-
tion of s church building. Offorings wers collected and pladges
mada untd March 5, 18395 when
tha Welle Compruiity
Preabyterian Church was
oificially dedicated by tie
Reverand . M. Donaldeon.

On That Sundsy, and svery
Sunday since, the youngest-
child In the congregation
that is able, rings a
Iocoinative bel in tha cupola
to cafl the faithful to worship.

& The Bulshead & Wells Hotd

The Bullshead Bar & Casino &
wells Hotel is located at the
comer of Seventh and Lake:
Stroots, 01869, H. R
Ronghaw and Wiliam Humphries B
Fuitt & log but and called it the
Bullshead Saloon. It served the
developing community of
Humiboldc Weils me tha center of soclsl actiity, By 1897, a wood-
Framed bislding was eracted on this site and catiad tha Raliroad
Hotel. The was Mre, C. B, Moore who was followed by
Jas L. Campbell, 101800, & new wood frame, two-story struturs
was bullt and called the Bullshaad Hotel. Like its predecassor, it
was # lndging and eating that alse Ingludod a bar
appropriately called vhe Bullshead Bar. The Last known siteration
covered the wood etructurs mith brick in 1945,

7. The Wstern Saloon
Tha Certral Pacific Rallroad estabished a major maintenance and
refueling depot that sparked & rapid growth ert for Wells, The
Elite Bar was constructad on tha sits originally occupied by the
Westorn Saloon. The Wastern Saloon was Wlt in the lata 1870

el

!

Wi WDl Hasel on Judy I, 1936

Chsilich and Son's Mercantile was |
housed in & wood-framed
structure bullt on this eltz in |
1892, The original structure
burned down In 1900 but wae
rebuils by Charice Quillci in 1801
The Guliicie continued operating 3
the store until the mid 950
when it was eold and corverted §
Into & serigs of bara, most
hotably Jim Jendinge' Reno Club
ot the 134s. The Willams Femlly
acquired the property in 1968
and coterted it and the
adjoining Johnny's Cafd tnto a
bowding alley and bar:

Like maty strustures along this stroet, tha Mint Saloon was bullt
by Puke Quilick. From Ite construction in 18072, the facility wae
used as 2 bar. Some remedeling work wag dong during the 1950s.
It I unique among kulidings on this Mock for two reasone. First,
it. 18 the only building mada entlrely of wood, and second, It is the
only bullding with & “fatse frant.” The origins! wooden false front
haa been stuccoed and palnted.

16. Donati Grocery

The fire that destroyad the C. A. Wiseman Ganage cleared enough
space for tive naw bulldings, Mlka the nelghboring Quilici Clothing
Stave, bhis building was constracted by John DiGrezia. Fraring

2. Wells Bank Building

1N 1808, the Western Pacific Raliroad taid Its tracks through Weils
and spurrsd an i revival. E dby d
business, brothers Morrie and Salby
Dautt, local businzasten and catils
ranchers, openad the Bank of Wolls
in191). It was Wolls' first and only |4
vank untl 1960, The sntire shell

of the bullding, even tha roof, |5
constructed of concrete. The fagada
coturnns and lintal srs prassed tin,
ownare, Hl Cannon and Terosa
Jordan, have craated an excaptional
model of historic renovation. e
Architectural and historical m-smﬂmu
svaluations of the bulldings

on this tour sne availatis from the City of Walls,

5. M. Badt & Company Grocery

Contnionty known as Guilicl's
i Warkat, this structun was buiit

¥

Tuturive of Quilicl’s Barn .
of the stons kown as M. Badt, General
marchandiss Stors. Badt op d the stors until
ha sold It during the 18207, John Qullls! bacama
the new owner and continued to operate the
mmmmas..jmmum
among the local children because ho aivays
manned tha full service bukicher counter, hunding
out. hot doge n axchanga for a thank you.

&, LY. Goble Generel Marchendising

m-vuapmmbyamsaummmsm.a.w.mam
Merchandioe was ono of four grocery stonss ecrving the growing town
of Hutmbokdt Wells. The stora was sokd and rensiad Pyper's In the
19206 Tha Sith family purchaead the stors in the 1940's and
mﬂnwwopumﬂwamyam.mmmmmm
Sharp found s recelpt from Goble's
Gonersl Morchandiss semong his father
Phi'e possossions. Tha racaipt Nste: 1
sack beans... BT4, 1 kog vinagar... 354.1
keg plcties... 354, 1bax pants. . 45%, 1 box
ton, .. ADE, | crate land. . B0F, 1 box
candies.. 208, 1 box dry fruit.. 254, 1
pakr shose.,.$4.00. A month's supply of
mik totalad 750

11, Johony’s Cafe

During the 1880's,
this eits was home to
A oaloon. Johnmyfs B
Café, named after its
proprietor, John
DiGrazia, oponad it
doors n 1900, Homer
Murphy usad brick
salvaged from the
Lincaln School in
Matropolis 1o add a
basement in 3930. Ha operied Murphy's Bar in the bassment, and
It became tha local “epeak casy” durlng the prohibition era.
Hunwerp!wmaalaathforﬂidaMofbwtkgged
Bauor Into Utah and arsas surtounding Wells, Tha bar was I
busiriess untdl 1966 when the Willams family remodoied tha
building Into Welle Bowl.

14, Wells Market

Frank Stenovich hitt, owned and operated the firet meat markst
It Walts. Tha Wil Market opsnad for business in 1902, With the
five of 1900 stH fresh In his mind, Stanovich optad for brick
mwmnhopmwmﬂthefnuﬂmhadddmad 80 MARY
of the nlghboring bulldings, The histerical data ks unclear a8 1o
howloﬂgﬂwhdldmhouudﬂw%wm“lwoﬂw

* Hardwars Store Yo ocoupy this bullding,

tanants who may have followsd. Longpurladanfmawyhnhor
hamper efforts totrace s B9 - "
chronology. i you have ;
Information on this bullding
ar the history of Walls,
{leass contact a member of
tha Wells Chamber of
Commarcs or the Customer
Services Dopartment of Woake

Rural Eloctric Company.

17 '1' Building

The first nowspaper
In Wihs was
the Wells lndmoe tewas
bishad for & short

anothar fire, the currsnt structurt: wae bullt with vock on A
cement foundation with a brick fagads. |t bacame home to The Donatd
Grocery Stors with the 1940's. After World War 1|, DiGrazin
rafurtished the faclity to sccommaodata
the Unived States Post Offica that
oceupied the bullding untd \9B4. As
witnasses of thelr former tenant, two
aagles adorn tha pullding’s

face. An aagle cast in keon keeps &
watchiul éys on the door whils e cast
concreto bas-rekiet inkon Burveys tha
arca From e vantage poift near

Hima during 1586, The

aditlon of The
Novada Stats Herald
it the stragte of Welle
on Mavch 19, 1897, Originally, Tha Herald wee printad In e bufding on tha
covnce of Lake and Elghth Straots, On July B, 1901, Phil 5, Triglstt
bought tha newspaper and maved it into the offics space i the Toombs
Garaga. Publication of Tha Harald coased during 1953, Welts wae
m.wwmummmmmmmw
off the The Progeees Bullding was moved hare from the ghost
Town of Tobar: Tha Progress moved bisck bito the Toombs Garaga from
Howgimber aF 1907 el It Lask sibitkort i 1956,

3. Toombs Garage n

Toohiba Garags, commonily known as the Frontier Market, st %
1565 Lake Avanue, was originally bullt [n tha mld-1800's. I was
amw-mﬂamsrmmtfmnwa'nolaoo. In tha sarfy
1900s, It was romodolod Into Bradish'e ieat Markot. it was

Remodeting during the 1940's
cotwerted the buliding back into a
markst. The bullding has
apartments upstalrs and offics
space on the straet lovel. The
Wolts Progress, our town's third
newspaper, had i85 office here
untll 1986,

8. Fishet’s Saloon
Albert Fishar buffs and operated Fisher's Saleon a8 a bar and
novelty stors In the 1B0G'e. The site was ranawnied for its
wﬂsctbnufdaerhﬂmﬂdlsphyadmbathﬂlulnurlorand
exterior of the building, I the early 1920°s, Tom Austin purchased
tha bullding. Austin remodelad tha structure and renamed It the
Capitol Club: John and Joa DiGrazia purchased the bullding in
me . Riloporata the saloon,
N il B Curing the 1970's,
{ J/|Sonny DiGrazia
ramodeled it and the
‘ ndghboﬂng ke Club
. and Golde's Grocery
finto a wholesala liquor
warshousa,

Twsrrior of Flchers Sulonn, LIOS. Lab to'
Pulx Hobm, ILH, Coryoll, I
Culone] Harsdesty

Poct,
& Al Flsbvr

9. San Marin Eotel

Prior to the construction of ths San Marin Hotel, this sits was
tha location of a wood-framed commarcial butlding that was
most likely a saloon, [n 1902, Chirles Qullicl, wha oporated a
grocery store next door, bultt tha San Marin. It was the first two-
plory commercial buding
In Elko County. Features
Inchudad s dining room

12. Newhouse / Nevada Hotel v

Duke Quitc! erectad tha New Housa building In 1902, A J.

Thomas oparatad the New Houss Restaurant until 1910 when
Qutict deled it into the
Nevscia Hotal, In the sarly 1920s,
tha bullding was remodeled fto &
"pictura show house™ by Mary Day
who named It tha Plper House.
Futthar remodsling oecurred In the
lnke 1920's when Gaorge Gobls,
uncle to Albert Gobla of A W,
Goble General Merchandisa,
changed the nama to the Novada
ator. The Nevada Theator
remained operational untd the lata
1940's whon Gobls built. a new
theater on Sbah Strost.

Archilctts fendering of New Huee Hoidk

15. Quilicis Clothing Store
The first structure on this slitewas 8 e
wood-framed building srescted sround
the turm of the cantury, It housad C.
A. Wiseman Garage, & repair shop

{or wagons and buggles,
Renovations ¢nablad Glogsar

T o e e

bust it burtiad down In the 1920's. John U
DiGrazia bullt two hew structores inite
place. This tullding was loased to Chariss Gulict who apevated &
hithing stora. Following Qullicie Clothing Store, Andreozzi's Shoe
Shop was housad In this building wtl belmo Andriozzl, who made
and repakad ehoss, rotired, Recent rencvations by Hank and Sue
Chapman have brought ths bullding to Iifs once agaks. Businass
Service Assoclates I8 the Chapman's home-basad businsse.

Joke and sinth Steseca, ths Coryed
Houss, bultt. i 1570, was the firet

Coryoll was & prime mover behind the
effort vo te tive growing
R communtty iito a city. The City of




