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ASSEMBLY BILL. 132 (REQUESTED BY LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES) HEARINGS 4/30/03 AND 5/2/03

Provides that certain proceedings comcerning abuse or neglect of
children are presumptively open to public. (BDR 38-689)

The following amendment was proposed by Judge Deborah E. Schumacher,
Family Division, Second Judicial District, Washoe County, and Ed Cotton,
Administrator of the Division of Child and Family Services:

1. Revise the measure throughout to specify that all hearings covered by the
measure are presumed closed. The current reprint specifies that the initial
hearing prior to adjudication be presumed closed, and subsequent hearings be
presumed open. (see attached chart)

The next amendment was proposed by a Committee member:

2. Adopt the approach utilized in the Utah legislation cited during the hearing.
That measure proposed a pilot program in one judicial district in the state.
Modifying that proposal for Nevada, to establish a pilot program in the
Eighth Judicial District Court in Nevada, using the provisions outlined in
A.B. 132, First Reprint, and further require reports to the interim Legislative
Subcommittee on Children, Youth and Families and the 2005 Session of
the Legislature about the impact of the program upon affected children,
and such other information as requested by the interim committee. The pilot
program would expire on July 1, 2005, unless acted upon by the
2005 Legislature. An excerpt of the Utah bill [H.B. 222] is included.
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Enrolled Copy . | | H.B.222
(10) The Judicial Council may by rule designate municipalities in addition to those
demgnated by statute as a location ofa tnal court of record. There shall be at least one court
" clerk's office open during regular court hours in each county. Any trial court of record may hold
court in any municipality demgnated as a location of a court of record. Designations by the
Judicial Council may not be made between July 1, 1997, and July 1, 1998.
(11) The Judicial Council shall by rule determine whether the administration of a court
 shall be the obligation of the administrative office of the courts or whether the administrative
office of the courts should contract with local govemment for court support services.
(12) The Judicial Council may by rule direct that a district court location be administered
from another court location within the county.
(1 3) The Judicial Councrl shall establish and supervise the Office of Guard:an Ad Litem
. Director, in accordance with the provisions of Sections 78-3a-911 and 78-3a-912, and assure
| compliance of the guardian ad litem program with state and federal law, regu]atio'n, and polic&,
and court rules.
(14) The Judicial Council shall estabhsh and mamtam, in cooperatron with the Office of
Recovery Services within the Department of Human Services, the part of the state case registry
that contains records of each support order estabhshed or mod:fied in the state on or after

October 1, 1998, as is necessary to comply with the Social Secunty Act, 42US8.C. Sec. 654a.

Section 2. Section 78-3a-115 is amended to read:

78-3a-115. Hearings — Public excluded, excepdons — Victims admitted — Minor's
cases heard separately from adult cases — Minor or parents or custor_iian heard separately
— Continuance of hearing — Consolidation of proceedings involving more than one minor.
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