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pate :  March 13, 2003
Yo :  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE ,
From : Mandi Zambai
RE BILL 224 - SUPPORT PERSON IN CTUHT ROOM

!
Dear Judiciary Committee:

| am writing in suppan of the Bill number 224 ralat]ve to having a support
jjerson present in the court room. !

kh ﬁuﬁ!gl ipeen the victim of demestic violence, | ca]:n speak of the importance

Eﬁ'k%&?ﬁ a support system by your side. Bripfly, 1 was in an abusive
Hl?ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ!mp with my child's father for four years.r When | finally made the
mﬁg}ﬁ“ to leave the relationship and obtain !_help for myseif and my
Ehﬁif@ﬁter, | found ine assistance and support of the Safe Nest. Without this
<upport, | would inevitably have found myself bac-fk in the same relationship
«nd passibly nat be here today to suppart this very impartant bill.
I

4aving 1o appear in court was a very difficult Jnd frightaning experience.
Appearing twice without an anomey and three fimes with an attomey, my
advocate was there beside me EVERY; time. Lawyers and
advacates/suppart persons each serve a specific purpose to the VICTIM.
"he attomey is there to take care of all of the "letal" aspects of each issue.
dur advocate/support person is there 1o help us cieat with aur emotions, and

nur general well-being. |
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Cwur thoughts and what we know is “right” in ur heads doesn't always
connect with what we are feeling. That is whefe the support of another
parson standing by our sides teling us “You are doing the right thing”,
halding our hands, talking to us...just supporting 1.}5 in every way is so very,
vary important. Without that support, it is too easy to “give in*, decida not to
testify against the perpetrators and again, wlthaut; a doubt, be right back in
the exact situation | was trying to get out of. |
|
[1 conclusion, | support this bill 100% and | hope{ that you too, will see the
irportance of having a support system by the side of each and every victim
cf damestic violence. Thousands of peopie are dedicating their lives to fight
domestic violence and this bill is yet another step i? continuing 1his effort.

“"hank you for your time...please support bill numller 224,

Very truly yours,

Wards () Zamibas

ivandi M. Zambai

Confidential i
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Marci 14, 2003

Nevada State Sanate
Legislative Building
Carson City, Novads 88710

Re: SB22s4
Support Person in Courtroom

Members of the Senate:

I am a Domestic Violence Victim Advocate with Safe Mast.
I have 10 years experiance warking with victims of
violenca. Part of my duties indudes court accompaniment
with victims. The majority of thasa victims would have no
support if not for the advocate.

Often in divorce and custody proceedings an abuser or his
/her attorney will request the judgs ta close the courtraom,
leaving an already frightened victim totally alone.
Because of this I urge you to please support SB224.

Thank you for your attention.

Trudy Burke-Creazzo
Victim Advocate

2915 W. Charieston, Sulte 12 » Lay Vegas. NV 39102
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March 14, 2003

Nevada State Senate
Legisiative Suilding
Carson City, Navada 85710

Re: SB224
Support Person in Courtreom

Members of the Senate:

I am a Domestic Viclence Victim Advocate with Safe Nest.
1 have baen with Safe Nest for 3.5 years,

A part of my work with victims includes court
accompaniment for protection arder hearings, divorce
hearings and custody cases.

Any court proceeding is intimidating to a lay person. This
intimidation increases dramatically when the opposing
person is your batterer. The dynamics of power and control
are in play. Tha batterer is usually better off financially
than the victim and will be able to hire an attorney, further
increasing the intimidation factor.

I have accompanied hundreds of victims to their court
proceedings, and 100% of the victims were grateful to
hava this support. Even victims who are able to retain an
attormey seam to need this additional support. A person
there only to he on your side is invaluabla.

1 urge you to support SB 224,
Thank you for your consideration.

Fineman
Victim Advocate

2915 W Charleston, Suite 12 « Las Vepas, NV ¥9102
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My narre is Mary Terzian and 1 am a client advocaic at Safe Nest.
Many times I have gone to count with a victim, and the abuser,
who has had emotional control over her for mauny years will iry to
intimidate ber or alter her behavior. He will glare at her to keep
her quict or cry and look passively ather to make her feel guilty.
As an aivocate I can point out those behaviors and sometimes all
the victun needs is someone on her side to give her the strength to

advocare for herself.

As an example, ] went to divorce court with a2 woman who had
been severely battered for over 10 years. The batterer’s attorney
asked for a closed hearing and ] was asked to leave the courtroom.
The jucdge set up temporary custody and visitation. At the time,
she was living in a transitional housing apartment for battered
womer.. The judge ordered that the abuser could pick the children
up that night at her apariment. That night he battered her and she
lost he- housing because he knew where jt was. 1f1had been
allowed to remain in the courroom I would have been able to point
out ho'w dangerous it was for the abuser 10 pick the children up at
her ap:irtmeny, and maybe she would not have been battered and

fost her housing.

Thank you for taking the rime to hear my testimony.

£ 4




To: Judiciary Commatice
Nevada Slenate

From: Valoree Howard, Senior Child Protective Scrvices Specialist
701 N Pecos, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
702-4:13-0749

Re: Senate B 11 224 {Support Person in the Court Room)

1 writing o express my support for the bill which wil] allow victims of domestic violence 1o
have a suppon persan accompany them in all court procesdings. Ihave wurked with victims of
domestic vielence tor eighteen years and believe this is essential 1o victims bemng heard by the
court. Vietizas of domestic violence have learned to fear the abuser’s threats that their
victimizatior. will not be believed. They frequently cut themselves off from famly and friends
and nltimate y the sysiem which is designed to protect them. When these victims finally come
forward and ask for proteetion, il is jngportant they realize they are supporied and are not alope.
Victims are : fraid to face their sbuser and are heiped by the presence of an advocate 1n court.
They are ofien then zble 10 explain their victimizavion ta the court which ultimately leads to
batierers being held accountable for their behaviar and ta the safety of the victims and therr
childran.. .

The majoriny of my expedience working with victims of domestic vialence has been within the
child protection system. | recenily worked as an investigator in a Child Protection Domestic
Violence Urit for Clark County, Nevada. All victims of domestic violencc were given the
opporunity o have a domestic violencs advacate provide them support. This support frequeatly
included accompanying them to cowt. This advocacy had a positive impacl on the safety of
victims and heir children.

Although I t2el domestic violence advocates can provide victims With the best advocacy, | also
fea] victims should be allowed to hava other support people accompany them to coart if they so
desire.

Thank you i 3r your consideration in the very impoviant mafter. Pisase coutact me if I can

provide any additional informarion or answer any question regarding my positive experiences
working with domestic violence advocates.
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Department of Family Services
chiid Protective Services

761 N Pecos Ro * Las Vegas NV BEOY-24M
(762) 455-5401 + Fax (702) 455-5479

Susan Kien-Romacnid, Director + Joy L Saimen, Assiglant Divectar » Carol Stilian, Manager * Aan Rubin, Asarstant Manager

ROARD OF COUNTY COMIGSUIONERS |

DARIO NERRERA, Cisemnan = MYANA WILUAMS vgpcm
WONNE ATIGNEON GATES + ERN KENNY « AT KINCADICHAUNGEY + CHIF MAXMELD - SAUCE v. WOODBURY
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Bepartment of Family Services
. Liza Ford :
- Senor Crwd Pratactive Servicae Spaeciahst

1 N Pecos Ro
Las Vagas NV NIN-3408 )
R ACeusIcIrkoounty.cam

(702) a56-
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