
Assembly Bill No. 59–Assemblymen Ohrenschall, Pierce, Leslie, 
Allen, Atkinson, Claborn, Gerhardt, Hogan, Horne, 
Manendo, Mortenson, Munford, Oceguera and Smith (by 
request) 

 
Joint Sponsors: Senators Amodei and Care 

 
CHAPTER.......... 

 
AN ACT relating to public health; requiring certain medical 

facilities to report facility-acquired infections as sentinel 
events to the Health Division of the Department of Human 
Resources; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law requires medical facilities to report each sentinel event to the 
Health Division of the Department of Human Resources. (NRS 439.835) A sentinel 
event is an unexpected occurrence involving death or serious physical or 
psychological injury, including the loss of limb or function. (NRS 439.830) The 
Health Division must analyze and report trends regarding sentinel events and report 
its findings to the Repository for Health Care Quality Assurance. (NRS 439.840, 
439.845) 
 This bill adds a facility-acquired infection to the definition of a sentinel event 
which must be reported to the Health Division. A facility-acquired infection 
includes surgical site infections, ventilator-associated pneumonia, central line-
related bloodstream infections and urinary tract infections. This bill also authorizes 
the Administrator of the Health Division to establish additional categories of 
facility-acquired infections. 
 

 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 

SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  Chapter 439 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 
thereto a new section to read as follows: 
 “Facility-acquired infection” means a localized or systemic 
condition which results from an adverse reaction to the presence 
of an infectious agent or its toxins and which was not detected as 
present or incubating at the time a patient was admitted to a 
medical facility, including, without limitation: 
 1.  Surgical site infections; 
 2.  Ventilator-associated pneumonia; 
 3.  Central line-related bloodstream infections; 
 4.  Urinary tract infections; and 
 5.  Other categories of infections as may be established by the 
Administrator by regulation pursuant to NRS 439.890. 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 439.800 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.800  As used in NRS 439.800 to 439.890, inclusive, and 
section 1 of this act, unless the context otherwise requires, the  
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words and terms defined in NRS 439.805 to 439.830, inclusive, and 
section 1 of this act have the meanings ascribed to them in those 
sections. 
 Sec. 3.  NRS 439.830 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.830  “Sentinel event” means an unexpected occurrence 
involving facility-acquired infection, death or serious physical or 
psychological injury or the risk thereof, including, without 
limitation, any process variation for which a recurrence would carry 
a significant chance of a serious adverse outcome. The term includes 
loss of limb or function. 
 Sec. 4.  NRS 439.860 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.860  Any report, document and any other information 
compiled or disseminated pursuant to the provisions of NRS 
439.800 to 439.890, inclusive, and section 1 of this act is not 
admissible in evidence in any administrative or legal proceeding 
conducted in this State. 
 Sec. 5.  NRS 439.880 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.880  No person is subject to any criminal penalty or civil 
liability for libel, slander or any similar cause of action in tort if he, 
without malice: 
 1.  Reports a sentinel event to a governmental entity with 
jurisdiction or another appropriate authority; 
 2.  Notifies a governmental entity with jurisdiction or another 
appropriate authority of a sentinel event; 
 3.  Transmits information regarding a sentinel event to a 
governmental entity with jurisdiction or another appropriate 
authority; 
 4.  Compiles, prepares or disseminates information regarding a 
sentinel event to a governmental entity with jurisdiction or another 
appropriate authority; or 
 5.  Performs any other act authorized pursuant to NRS 439.800 
to 439.890, inclusive [.] , and section 1 of this act. 
 Sec. 6.  NRS 439.885 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.885  If a medical facility: 
 1.  Commits a violation of any provision of NRS 439.800 to 
439.890, inclusive, and section 1 of this act, or for any violation for 
which an administrative sanction pursuant to NRS 449.163 would 
otherwise be applicable; and 
 2.  Of its own volition, reports the violation to the 
Administrator, 
� such a violation must not be used as the basis for imposing an 
administrative sanction pursuant to NRS 449.163. 
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 Sec. 7.  NRS 439.890 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 439.890  The Administrator shall adopt such regulations as the 
Administrator determines to be necessary or advisable to carry out 
the provisions of NRS 439.800 to 439.890, inclusive [.] , and 
section 1 of this act. 
 

20 ~~~~~ 05



 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


