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ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—Directing the 

Legislative Commission to conduct an interim study on 
the adequacy of the system of school finance in Nevada. 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article 11 of the Constitution of the 1 
State of Nevada requires the Legislature to provide for a uniform 2 
system of common schools; and 3 
 WHEREAS, Section 6 of Article 11 of the Constitution of the 4 
State of Nevada requires the Legislature to provide for the support 5 
and maintenance of the common schools by direct legislative 6 
appropriation from the General Fund; and 7 
 WHEREAS, In Guinn v. Legislature, 119 Nev. 277 (2003), the 8 
Nevada Supreme Court opined that access to public education is a 9 
basic constitutional right in Nevada; and 10 
 WHEREAS, Currently, the State of Nevada contributes to the 11 
financial support of the operation of public schools in this State in 12 
accordance with the Nevada Plan for School Finance; and 13 
 WHEREAS, According to “Quality Counts 2004,” an annual 14 
report published by Education Week, the State of Nevada is among 15 
the best at equalizing the distribution of state and local revenue in 16 
support of public elementary and secondary schools; and 17 
 WHEREAS, The authors of the report also determined that the 18 
adequacy of education in this State ranks among the very lowest 19 
states, with only 1.9 percent of students attending school in a district 20 
that spends at or above the national average spending level per 21 
student; and 22 
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 WHEREAS, Based on data from the 2003-2004 school year for 1 
568 public elementary and secondary schools in Nevada, 103 2 
schools failed to make adequate yearly progress and were placed on 3 
the watch list, and 122 schools were designated as demonstrating 4 
need for improvement pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act of 5 
2001, 20 U.S.C. §§ 6301 et seq.; and 6 
 WHEREAS, In an era where schools and pupils are being held to 7 
a high standard of accountability, it is essential for this State to 8 
ensure that it provides all children who reside in this State with the 9 
tools to be successful, including the opportunity for a meaningful 10 
public education with adequate educational opportunities; now, 11 
therefore, be it 12 
 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, THE 13 
SENATE CONCURRING, That the Legislative Commission is hereby 14 
directed to appoint a committee composed of three members of the 15 
Assembly and three members of the Senate, one of whom must be 16 
appointed as Chairman of the committee, to conduct an interim 17 
study of the adequacy of the system of school finance in Nevada; 18 
and be it further 19 
 RESOLVED, That the committee shall enter into a contract with a 20 
qualified, independent, nationally recognized consultant to assist the 21 
committee in its study; and be it further  22 
 RESOLVED, That the study must include, without limitation: 23 
 1.  An analysis of the Nevada Plan for School Finance to 24 
determine whether that Plan provides an opportunity for a 25 
meaningful public education with adequate educational 26 
opportunities, including, without limitation, an identification of any 27 
inadequacies or inequities in public education that are caused by the 28 
Nevada Plan; 29 
 2.  A comprehensive analysis of the costs of providing adequate 30 
educational opportunities to all pupils enrolled in public schools in 31 
this State, giving primary consideration to the following factors: 32 
 (a) The resources and services required to provide a meaningful 33 
public education to pupils who are limited English proficient, pupils 34 
who are at risk based upon eligibility for free or reduced-price 35 
lunches pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§ 1751 et seq., and pupils who are 36 
enrolled in programs of special education; 37 
 (b) The implications of the size and location of the public 38 
schools in this State, including, without limitation, any differences 39 
in expenses for personnel, materials, supplies, equipment and other 40 
costs that vary based upon the geography of this State; 41 
 (c) The costs of providing comparable educational opportunities 42 
to pupils who are enrolled in public schools in rural or remote 43 
portions of this State with those pupils who are enrolled in public 44 
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schools in larger, urban school districts, taking into consideration 1 
the differences in operating costs and transportation costs; 2 
 (d) The costs of providing specific educational programs, 3 
including, without limitation, career and technical education and 4 
vocational education programs; 5 
 (e) The costs for the construction, operation and maintenance of 6 
school buildings and other capital facilities of a school district; 7 
 (f) The costs of inflation; and 8 
 (g) Any other factors deemed necessary for review and analysis 9 
by the interim committee or the consultant; 10 
 3.  A determination of whether Nevada’s system of financing 11 
public schools is calibrated to the needs and educational goals of 12 
pupils in this State; 13 
 4.  An analysis of methods of school finance that ensure an 14 
effective public school system, including, without limitation, an 15 
analysis of best practices carried out in other states in an effort to 16 
achieve adequacy in school finance and the costs to carry out those 17 
practices in Nevada; and 18 
 5.  Based upon the study, recommendations for legislation that 19 
will ensure the State of Nevada provides the children who reside in 20 
this State with an opportunity for a meaningful public education 21 
with adequate educational opportunities, including, without 22 
limitation, recommendations for methods to correct any identified 23 
inadequacies or inequities in the Nevada Plan for School Finance; 24 
and be it further 25 
 RESOLVED, That as used in this act, the term “adequate 26 
educational opportunities” means the provision of educational 27 
opportunities under a system of public education that includes 28 
operational and educational programs, services and facilities and 29 
that is in full compliance with: 30 
 1.  The applicable statutes and regulations of this State and the 31 
Federal Government; and 32 
 2.  Any applicable accreditation standards; and be it further 33 
 RESOLVED, That any recommended legislation proposed by the 34 
committee must be approved by a majority of the members of the 35 
Assembly and a majority of the members of the Senate appointed to 36 
the committee; and be it further 37 
 RESOLVED, That the Legislative Commission shall submit a 38 
report of the results of the study and any recommendations for 39 
legislation to the 74th Session of the Nevada Legislature. 40 

 
H



 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


