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REQUIRES TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE (88 4, 5)

S.B. 152

SENATE BILL NO. 152-SENATOR MATHEWS

MARCH 2, 2005

Referred to Committee on Commerce and L abor

SUMMARY —Revises provisions relating to physical therapists.
(BDR 54-471)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to physical therapists; authorizing the State Board
of Physical Therapy Examiners to require an applicant or
licensee to appear before the Board to ascertain his fitness
or qudlifications for licensure; revising the provisions
governing the approval of schools and educationa
curricula for physical therapy; authorizing certain persons
to practice without a license pending an examination for
licensure; requiring the use of a form provided by the
Board for the renewal of a license to practice physical
therapy; authorizing the Board to establish afee to review
a course of continuing education; authorizing a civil
penalty; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

L egislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law provides for the regulation of physical therapists in this State by
the State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners. (Chapter 640 of NRS) As part of
that regulation, the Board determines the qualifications for licensure of physical
therapists. In addition, members and agents of the Board are authorized to enter an
office, clinic or hospital where physical therapy is practiced to verify the licensure
of any physical therapist practicing at the location. (NRS 640.050)

This bill authorizes the Board to require an applicant for the issuance or
renewal of alicense to appear before the Board so that the Board may ascertain the
fitness or qualifications of the applicant. In addition, this bill expands the purposes
for which the Board is authorized to enter places where physical therapy is
practiced to allow the Board entry to ensure compliance with all provisions of law
governing physical therapists.

Existing law requires the State Board of Physica Therapy Examiners to
approve schools and any educational curriculum for physical therapists and
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physical therapists assistants subject to certain limitations. (NRS 640.060,
640.080, 640.230, 640.240) Under existing law, the Board is prohibited from
approving certain schools and curricula unless they meet certain standards required
by the American Physical Therapy Association. (NRS 640.080, 640.240)

This bill removes the limitation requirement that certain schools and curricula
meet certain standards required by the American Physical Therapy Association.

Existing law authorizes the State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners to issue
a temporary license to certain persons who are assigned to assist in a medical
emergency. (NRS 640.120)

This bill authorizes a person to practice physical therapy without a license
temporarily if the person has completed the required education and has applied for
the first time to the Board for a license to practice physical therapy. The authority
to practice without a license is valid until the person takes the examination for
licensure and receives the results of the examination, or if the person does not take
the examination, until the date on which the examination is given.

Existing law provides that the State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners must
require physical therapists to complete certain requirements for continuing
education as a condition to the renewal of a license and requires the Board
to approve the courses of study or training for that continuing education.
(NRS 640.150)

This bill authorizes the Board to establish a fee of not more than $150 to
consider approving a course of study or training for continuing education.

Existing law makes it unlawful, except in certain circumstances, to practice
physical therapy without alicense. (NRS 640.169)

This bill authorizes the Board to impose a civil penalty of not more than $5,000
per violation, in addition to any criminal penalty, on any person who practices
physical therapy in this State without a license when required.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 640.050 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.050 1. The Board shall examine and license qualified
physical therapists and qualified physical therapist’s assistants.

2. The Board may adopt reasonable regulations to carry this
chapter into effect, including, but not limited to, regulations
concerning the:

(a) Issuance and display of licenses.

(b) Supervision of physical therapist’s assistants and physica
therapist’ s technicians.

(c) Treatments and other regulated procedures which may be
performed by physical therapist’s technicians.

3. The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings and a
register of all persons licensed under the provisions of this chapter.
The register must show:

(@) The name of every living licensee.

(b) The last known place of business and residence of each
licensee.
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(c) The date and number of each license issued as a physica
therapist or physical therapist’s assistant.

4. During September of every year in which renewa of a
license is required, the Board shall compile a list of licensed
physical therapists authorized to practice physical therapy and
physical therapist’s assistants licensed to assist in the practice
of physical therapy in this State. Any interested person in the State
may obtain a copy of the list upon application to the Board and the
payment of such amount as may be fixed by the Board, which
amount must not exceed the cost of the list so furnished.

5. TheBoard may:

(@ Maintain offices in as many localities in the State as it finds
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(b) Employ attorneys, investigators and other professional
consultants and clerical personnel necessary to the discharge of its
duties.

(c) Adopt aseal of which acourt may take judicial notice.

(d) Require an applicant or licensee to appear before the
Board to ascertain his fitness or qualifications for the issuance or
renewal of alicense.

6. Any member or agent of the Board may enter an office,
clinic or hospital where physical therapy is practiced and inspect it
to [determine—if—the—physicaltherapists—are—licensed:} ensure
compliance with this chapter and any regulations adopted
pursuant thereto.

7. Any member of the Board may administer an oath to a
person testifying in a matter that relates to the duties of the Board.

Sec. 2. NRS 640.060 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.060 For the purpose of NRS 640.080, the Board shall fret}

approve any school or educationa curriculum funtess-graduation
from—the—school—or—completion—of —the—curriculum—entitles—the

taught at a school if the school is accredlted by an accredltlng
agency recognized by the Board.

Sec. 3. NRS640.120 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.120 1. The Board may issue, without examination, a
license to practice physical therapy for a period not to exceed 6
months to any person who meets the qualifications set forth in NRS
640.080, except subsection 3 thereof, upon certification that he has
been assigned to the State of Nevada on a temporary basis to assist
in amedical emergency. Issuance of the temporary license is subject
to such fees, not to exceed $100, and conditions as the Board may
require.
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2. A student of physical therapy is not required to be licensed
during his clinical training if his work is done under the direct
supervision of alicensed physical therapist.

3. A person who meets the qualifications set forth in NRS
640.080, except subsection 3 thereof, is not required to be licensed
if:

(@) The person has submitted a completed application for
licensure for thefirst time;

(b) The Board has approved the person to sit for the
examination required pursuant to NRS 640.100;

(c) The person has not previously failed an examination for
licensure as a physical therapist; and

(d) The person complies with any other requirements of the
Board.
= An exemption pursuant to this subsection continues until
the date of the examination if the person does not take the
examination or until the date on which the Board naotifies the
person of the results of the examination.

Sec. 4. NRS640.150 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.150 1. A license to practice physical therapy expires on
July 31 of each year. [A} Using a form provided by the Board, a
physical therapist may renew his license before its expiration upon:

() Presentation of proof of completion of a program of
continuing education as required by subsection 3;

(b) Submission of the statement required pursuant to NRS
640.095; and

(c) Payment of arenewal fee established by the Board.

2. A license that is not renewed before July 31 of each year
expires. An expired license may be reinstated, at the discretion of
the Board, upon submission of the statement required pursuant to
NRS 640.095 and payment of the annual renewal fee and the annual
expiration fee established by the Board for each year the license is
expired.

3. The Board shal require licensed physical therapists to
complete a program of continuing education as a requirement for the
renewal of licenses. The Board shall, by regulation:

(@) Prescribe the curriculum;

(b) Approve the courses of study or training; and

(c) Establish the fees,
= for the program.

4. The Board may, pursuant to subsection 3, establish a fee of
not more than $150 to consider approval of a course of study or
training.
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Sec. 5. NRS640.150 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.150 1. A license to practice physical therapy expires on
July 31 of each year. [A} Using a form provided by the Board, a
physical therapist may renew his license before its expiration upon:

() Presentation of proof of completion of a program of
continuing education as required by subsection 3; and

(b) Payment of arenewal fee established by the Board.

2. A license that is not renewed before July 31 of each year
expires. An expired license may be reinstated, at the discretion of
the Board, upon payment of the annual renewal fee and the annual
expiration fee established by the Board for each year the license is
expired.

3. The Board shal require licensed physical therapists to
complete a program of continuing education as a requirement for the
renewal of licenses. The Board shall, by regulation:

() Prescribe the curriculum;

(b) Approve the courses of study or training; and

(c) Establish the fees,
= for the program.

4. The Board may, pursuant to subsection 3, establish a fee of
not more than $150 to consider approval of a course of study or
training.

Sec. 6. NRS640.169 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.169 1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 629.091 }
and 640.120, it is unlawful for any person to practice physical
therapy in this State unless he holds a license or atemporary license
issued pursuant to this chapter.

2. In addition to any criminal penalty that may be imposed
for a violation of subsection 1, the Board, after notice and
hearing, may issue an order against any person who has violated
subsection 1 imposing a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for
each violation. Any civil penalty collected pursuant to this
subsection must be deposited in the State General Fund.

Sec. 7. NRS640.240 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.240 1. For the purposes of NRS 640.230, the Board shall
not approve any educational curriculum for a physical therapist's
assistant unless the curriculum includes elementary or intermediate
courses in clinical, anatomical, biological and physical sciences and
is.

() At least a 2-year program requiring a minimum of 60
academic semester credits at a college accredited by a recognized
accrediting agency; or

(b) A curriculum which is provided by the Armed Forces of the
United States . [erd-hos-beer—aparaved-by—the-Amercon-Physieal
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2. The Board may refuse to approve any educationa
curriculum for physical therapist’s assistants if the curriculum does
not include such courses in theory and procedures as determined by
the Board to be necessary for these assistants.

Sec. 8. NRS640.280 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.280 1. The license of a physical therapist's assistant
expires on July 31 of each year. [JA} Using a form provided by the
Board, a physical therapist’s assistant may renew his license before
its expiration upon:

() Presentation of proof of completion of a program of
continuing education as required by subsection 3;

(b) Submission of the statement required pursuant to NRS
640.095; and

(c) Payment of the renewal fee established by the Board.

2. A license that is not renewed before July 31 of each year
expires. The Board may reinstate an expired license upon payment
of the annual renewal fee and the annual expiration fee established
by the Board for each year the licenseis expired.

3. The Board shall require each physical therapist’s assistant to
complete a program of continuing education as a prerequisite for the
renewal of hislicense. The Board shall prescribe the curriculum and
approve the courses of study or training for that program.

Sec. 9. NRS640.280 is hereby amended to read as follows:

640.280 1. The license of a physical therapist's assistant
expires on July 31 of each year. JA} Using a form provided by the
Board, a physical therapist’s assistant may renew his license before
its expiration upon:

() Presentation of proof of completion of a program of
continuing education as required by subsection 3; and

(b) Payment of the renewal fee established by the Board.

2. A license that is not renewed before July 31 of each year
expires. The Board may reinstate an expired license upon payment
of the annual renewal fee and the annual expiration fee established
by the Board for each year the license is expired.

3. The Board shall require each physical therapist’s assistant to
complete a program of continuing education as a prerequisite for the
renewal of hislicense. The Board shall prescribe the curriculum and
approve the courses of study or training for that program.

Sec. 10. 1. This section and sections 1 to 4, inclusive, 6, 7
and 8 of this act become effective on October 1, 2005.

2. Sections 4 and 8 of this act expire by limitation on the date
on which the provisions of 42 U.S.C. 8 666 requiring each state to
establish procedures under which the state has authority to withhold
or suspend, or to restrict the use of professional, occupational and

recreational licenses of persons who:
* S B 1 5 2 *
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(@) Havefailed to comply with a subpoena or warrant relating to
a proceeding to determine the paternity of a child or to establish or
enforce an obligation for the support of achild; or

(b) Arein arrearsin the payment for the support of one or more
children,
= are repealed by the Congress of the United States.

3. Sections 5 and 9 of this act become effective on the date on
which the provisions of 42 U.S.C. § 666 requiring each state to
establish procedures under which the state has authority to withhold
or suspend, or to restrict the use of professional, occupational and
recreational licenses of persons who:

(@) Havefailed to comply with a subpoena or warrant relating to
a procedure to determine the paternity of a child or to establish or
enforce an obligation for the support of a child; or

(b) Arein arrears in the payment for the support of one or more
children,
= are repealed by the Congress of the United States.

* S B 15 2 *







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


