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REQUIRES TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE (8 3)

S.B. 237

SENATE BILL NO. 237-SENATOR AMODEI

MARCH 21, 2005

Referred to Committee on Taxation

SUMMARY —Provides for levy of tax ad valorem to pay costs of
prevention and suppression of fires occurring in wild
lands or watersheds under certain circumstances.
(BDR 31-838)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is materia to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to taxation; authorizing the board of county
commissioners in certain counties to levy a tax ad
valorem to pay for the costs of prevention and
suppression of fires occurring in wild lands or watersheds,
requiring a board of county commissioners to enter into
an interlocal agreement or contract with any incorporated
city or fire protection district located within the county
before it may levy the tax; requiring the revenue from the
tax to be distributed as provided in the interlocal
agreement or contract; exempting the tax from the
limitation upon revenue from ad valorem taxes and the
limitation upon the total ad valorem tax levy that may be
levied for al public purposes; and providing other matters
properly relating thereto.

L egislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law authorizes the establishment of local fire departments and fire
protection districts. (NRS 244.2961-244.2967, 266.310 and Chapters 318, 473, 474
of NRS) Existing law allows governmental entities to enter into interloca
agreements with other governmental entities for various purposes. (NRS 277.045-
277.180) Under existing law, a board of county commissioners may levy property
taxes. (NRS 244.150) The rate of property tax that may be levied is limited to $5
per $100 of assessed valuation under the Nevada Constitution. (Nevada
Constitution, Art. 10, § 2) Existing law further limits the rate of property tax that
may be levied to $3.64 per $100 of assessed valuation. (NRS 361.453) Existing law
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also limits the maximum amount of money a local government receives from
property taxes. (NRS 354.59811)

This hill authorizes a board of county commissioners to levy additiona
property taxes to pay for the prevention and suppression of fires on wild lands and
watersheds. If a city or fire protection district is located in the county, the county
must enter into an interlocal agreement with those entities before the county may
levy these taxes. The tax revenue must be placed in a separate fund and may only
be used for fire prevention and suppression and as provided in the interlocal
agreement. The tax authorized by this bill is exempt from the limits on revenue that
a county may collect from property taxes for public purposes, but the constitutional
limitation of $5 per $100 of assessed valuation still applies. (Nevada Constitution,
Art. 10, 8 2; NRS 354.59811, 361.453)

This bill excludes counties with a population of 400,000 or more (currently
Clark County) from its provisions.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 354 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act.

Sec. 2. “Prevention and suppression of fires occurring in
wild lands or watersheds’ means activities relating to the
prevention or suppression of fires occurring in wild lands or
water sheds, including, without limitation:

1. Buildingfirebreaks and firetrails;

2. Makingforest roadsfor fire prevention or firefighting;

3. Forestation and reforestation of public lands;

4. Acquiring, constructing, maintaining or improving fire
protection equipment or fire protection facilities;

5. Eliminating fire hazards,

6. Mitigation of conditions that could provide fuel for fires
occurring in wild lands or water sheds;

7. Training, equipping and qualifying personnel; and

8. Extinguishingfires.

Sec. 3. 1. In addition to the allowed revenue from taxes ad
valorem determined pursuant to NRS 354.59811, the board of
county commissioners in a county whose population is less than
400,000 may levy a tax ad valorem on all taxable property in the
county to pay the costs relating to the prevention and suppression
of fires occurring in wild lands or watersheds at a rate not to
exceed:

(& In a county whose population is 100,000 or more but less
than 400,000, one cent per $100 of the assessed valuation.

(b) In a county whose population is less than 100,000, two
cents per $100 of the assessed valuation.

2. If thereis an incorporated city or fire protection district
located within the county, the county must enter into an interlocal
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agreement or interlocal contract with each incorporated city and
each fire protection district located within the county before a
board of county commissioners may levy a tax ad valorem
pursuant to subsection 1. The interlocal agreement must include,
without limitation, an agreement setting forth the manner in
which the revenue from the tax collected pursuant to this section
must be distributed.

3. If aboard of county commissioners levies a tax ad valorem
pursuant to subsection 1, the rate levied pursuant to subsection 1
must not be included in the total ad valorem tax levy for the
purposes of the application of the limitation in NRS 361.453.

4. The revenue from a tax collected pursuant to this section
must be remitted on the first day of the first month of each
calendar quarter to the treasurer of the county to be placed into
the fund created pursuant to section 4 of this act.

5. By the end of each fiscal year, the board of county
commissioners of each county that levies a tax pursuant to this
section must determine the rate of tax required to produce revenue
in an amount which is sufficient to pay for the costs associated
with the prevention and suppression of fires occurring in wild
lands or watershed for the ensuing fiscal year.

6. Asusedin thissection, “fire protection district” means:

(@) A fire protection district formed pursuant to the provisions
of chapter 473 of NRS;

(b) A county fire protection district formed pursuant to the
provisions of NRS 474.010 to 474.450, inclusive;

(c) A county fire protection district formed pursuant to the
provisions of NRS 474.460 to 474.540, inclusive; and

(d) A district created wholly or in part for the purpose of
furnishing facilities for protection from fire pursuant to chapter
318 of NRS.

Sec. 4. 1. If a board of county commissioners levies a tax
pursuant to section 3 of this act, the board of county
commissioners shall establish a separate fund to account for the
revenue received from such tax.

2. Themoney in the fund must be used only:

(@) To pay for the costs associated with the prevention and
suppression of fires occurring in wild lands and watersheds; and

(b) As provided in any interlocal agreement or interlocal
contract required pursuant to subsection 2 of section 3 of this act.

3. All interest and income from money deposited in the fund
must be credited to the fund.
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4. The annual budget and audit report of a board of county
commissioners that establishes a fund pursuant to this section
must:

(@) Identify thefund;

(b) Indicatein detail all revenue received for the year;

(c) Indicate in detail all expenses for the year which were paid
with money from the fund; and

(d) Specifically identify any planned accumulation of money in
the fund.

5. Money remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year
must not revert to any other fund.

6. Nothing in this section may be construed to require a
board of county commissioners to levy a tax pursuant to section 3
of thisact.

Sec. 5. NRS 354.476 is hereby amended to read as follows:

354.476 As used in NRS 354.470 to 354.626, inclusive, and
sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act, unless the context otherwise requires,
the words and terms defined in NRS 354.479 to 354.578, inclusive,
and section 2 of this act have the meanings ascribed to them in
those sections.

Sec. 6. NRS 354.59811 is hereby amended to read as follows:

354.59811 1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 244.377,
354.59813, 354.59815, 354.59818, 354.5982, 354.5987, 354.705,
354.723, 450.425, 450.760, 540A.265 and 543.600, and section 3 of
this act, for each fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 1989, the
maximum amount of money that a loca government, except a
school district, a district to provide a telephone number for
emergencies or a redevelopment agency, may receive from taxes ad
valorem, other than those attributable to the net proceeds of minerals
or those levied for the payment of bonded indebtedness and interest
thereon incurred as general long-term debt of the issuer, or for the
payment of obligations issued to pay the cost of a water project
pursuant to NRS 349.950, or for the payment of obligations under a
capital lease executed before April 30, 1981, must be calculated as
follows:

(@) Therate must be set so that when applied to the current fiscal
year's assessed valuation of all property which was on the preceding
fiscal year's assessment roll, together with the assessed valuation of
property on the central assessment roll which was allocated to the
local government, but excluding any assessed valuation attributable
to the net proceeds of minerals, assessed valuation attributable to a
redevelopment area and assessed valuation of a fire protection
district attributable to real property which is transferred from private
ownership to public ownership for the purpose of conservation, it
will produce 106 percent of the maximum revenue alowable from
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taxes ad valorem for the preceding fiscal year, except that the rate so
determined must not be less than the rate allowed for the previous
fiscal year, except for any decrease attributable to the imposition of
atax pursuant to NRS 354.59813 in the previous year.

(b) Thisrate must then be applied to the total assessed valuation,
excluding the assessed valuation attributable to the net proceeds of
minerals and the assessed vauation of a fire protection district
attributable to real property which is transferred from private
ownership to public ownership for the purpose of conservation, but
including new real property, possessory interests and mobile homes,
for the current fiscal year to determine the allowed revenue from
taxes ad valorem for the local government.

2. Asused in this section, “general long-term debt” does not
include debt created for medium-term obligations pursuant to NRS
350.087 to 350.095, inclusive.

Sec. 7. NRS 361.453 is hereby amended to read as follows:

361.453 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section and
NRS 354.705, 354.723 and 450.760, and section 3 of this act, the
total ad valorem tax levy for al public purposes must not exceed
$3.64 on each $100 of assessed valuation, or a lesser or greater
amount fixed by the State Board of Examiners if the State Board of
Examiners is directed by law to fix a lesser or greater amount for
that fiscal year.

2. Any levy imposed by the Legidature for the repayment of
bonded indebtedness or the operating expenses of the State of
Nevada and any levy imposed by the board of county
commissioners pursuant to NRS 387.195 that is in excess of 50
cents on each $100 of assessed valuation of taxable property within
the county must not be included in calculating the limitation set
forth in subsection 1 on the total ad valorem tax levied within the
boundaries of the county, city or unincorporated town, if, in a
county whose population is 40,000 or less, or in a city or
unincorporated town located within that county:

(@ The combined tax rate certified by the Nevada Tax
Commission was at least $3.50 on each $100 of assessed valuation
on June 25, 1998;

(b) The governing body of that county, city or unincorporated
town proposes to its registered voters an additional levy ad valorem
above the total ad valorem tax levy for all public purposes set forth
in subsection 1,

(c) The proposa specifies the amount of money to be derived,
the purpose for which it is to be expended and the duration of the
levy; and
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(d) The proposal is approved by a majority of the voters voting
on the question at a general election or a special election called for
that purpose.

3. The duration of the additional levy ad valorem levied
pursuant to subsection 2 must not exceed 5 years. The governing
body of the county, city or unincorporated town may discontinue the
levy before it expires and may not thereafter reimpose it in whole or
in part without following the procedure required for its origina
imposition set forth in subsection 2.

4. A special election may be held pursuant to subsection 2 only
if the governing body of the county, city or unincorporated town
determines, by a unanimous vote, that an emergency exists. The
determination made by the governing body is conclusive unlessit is
shown that the governing body acted with fraud or a gross abuse of
discretion. An action to challenge the determination made by the
governing body must be commenced within 15 days after the
governing body’s determination is final. As used in this subsection,
“emergency” means any unexpected occurrence or combination of
occurrences which requires immediate action by the governing body
of the county, city or unincorporated town to prevent or mitigate a
substantial financial loss to the county, city or unincorporated town
or to enable the governing body to provide an essential service to
the residents of the county, city or unincorporated town.

Sec. 8. Thisact becomes effective on July 1, 2005.

* S B 2 3 7 *










<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


