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SENATE BILL NO. 326–SENATOR TOWNSEND 

 
MARCH 19, 2007 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Human Resources and Education 

 
SUMMARY—Creates the Committee on Co-Occurring Disorders. 

(BDR 40-1138) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to public health; creating the Committee on Co-

Occurring Disorders; providing the duties of the 
Committee; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 This bill creates the Committee on Co-Occurring Disorders, which consists of 1 
14 members appointed by the Governor and 1 ex officio member. The 2 
responsibilities of the Committee include: (1) studying and reviewing issues 3 
relating to persons with co-occurring disorders, which is the existence of both 4 
mental health and substance abuse disorders in the same person; (2) developing 5 
recommendations for improving the treatment provided to such persons; and (3) 6 
submitting a biennial report and recommendations for necessary legislation to the 7 
Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau for distribution to the Legislature. 8 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 439 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act. 2 
 Sec. 2.  As used in sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act, unless the 3 
context otherwise requires, “co-occurring disorders” means the 4 
existence of both mental health and substance abuse disorders in 5 
the same person. 6 
 Sec. 3.  1.  There is hereby created the Committee on  7 
Co-Occurring Disorders. The Committee consists of: 8 
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 (a) The Administrator of the Division of Mental Health and 1 
Developmental Services of the Department, who is an ex officio 2 
member of the Committee; and 3 
 (b) Fourteen members appointed by the Governor. 4 
 2.  The Governor shall appoint to the Committee: 5 
 (a) One member who is a psychiatrist licensed to practice 6 
medicine in this State and certified by the American Board of 7 
Psychiatry and Neurology; 8 
 (b) One member who is a physician licensed pursuant to 9 
chapter 630 or 633 of NRS who is certified as an addictionologist 10 
by the American Society of Addiction Medicine; 11 
 (c) One member who is a psychologist licensed to practice in 12 
this State; 13 
 (d) One member who is licensed as a marriage and family 14 
therapist in this State; 15 
 (e) One member who is licensed as a clinical social worker in 16 
this State; 17 
 (f) One member who is a district judge in this State; 18 
 (g) One member who is a representative of the Nevada System 19 
of Higher Education; 20 
 (h) One member who is a representative of a state or local 21 
criminal justice agency; 22 
 (i) One member who is a representative of a hospital or mental 23 
health facility in this State; 24 
 (j) One member who is a member of the Nevada Mental 25 
Health Planning Advisory Council; 26 
 (k) One member who is a representative of a program relating 27 
to mental health and the treatment of the abuse of alcohol or 28 
drugs in this State; 29 
 (l) One member who is a policy analyst in the field of mental 30 
health, substance abuse or criminal justice; 31 
 (m) One member who is a representative of persons who have 32 
used services relating to mental health, substance abuse or 33 
criminal justice in this State; and 34 
 (n) One member who is an immediate family member of a 35 
person who has used services relating to mental health, substance 36 
abuse or criminal justice in this State. 37 
 3.  The members of the Committee shall elect a Chairman and 38 
Vice Chairman by a majority vote. After the initial election, the 39 
Chairman and Vice Chairman shall hold office for a term of 1 40 
year beginning on October 1 of each year. If a vacancy occurs in 41 
the chairmanship, the members of the Committee shall elect a 42 
Chairman from among its members for the remainder of the 43 
unexpired term. 44 
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 4.  After the initial terms, each member of the Committee who 1 
is appointed serves for a term of 4 years. A member may be 2 
reappointed. 3 
 5.  A vacancy on the Committee must be filled in the same 4 
manner as the original appointment. 5 
 6.  Each member of the Committee: 6 
 (a) Serves without compensation; and 7 
 (b) While engaged in the business of the Committee, is entitled 8 
to receive the per diem allowance and travel expenses provided for 9 
state officers and employees generally. 10 
 7.  Each member of the Committee who is an officer or 11 
employee of the State or a local government must be relieved from 12 
his duties without loss of his regular compensation so that he may 13 
prepare for and attend meetings of the Committee and perform 14 
any work necessary to carry out the duties of the Committee in the 15 
most timely manner practicable. A state agency or local 16 
government shall not require an officer or employee who is a 17 
member of the Committee to make up the time he is absent from 18 
work to carry out his duties as a member, and shall not require the 19 
member to take annual vacation or compensatory time for the 20 
absence. 21 
 8.  The members of the Committee shall meet at least 22 
quarterly and at the times and places specified by a call of the 23 
Chairman or a majority of the members of the Committee. 24 
 9.  Eight members of the Committee constitute a quorum. The 25 
affirmative vote of a majority of the Committee members present is 26 
sufficient for any action of the Committee. 27 
 Sec. 4.  The Committee shall: 28 
 1.  Study and review issues relating to persons with  29 
co-occurring disorders. 30 
 2.  Develop a policy statement confirming the commitment of 31 
this State to treatment for persons with co-occurring disorders and 32 
the expectations of this State concerning such treatment. 33 
 3.  Review and recommend strategies for improving the 34 
treatment provided to persons with co-occurring disorders, 35 
including, without limitation, reducing administrative barriers to 36 
such treatment and supporting the provision of coordinated and 37 
integrated services relating to mental health, substance abuse and 38 
criminal justice to persons with co-occurring disorders. 39 
 4.  Develop recommendations concerning the licensing and 40 
certification of treatment programs for persons with co-occurring 41 
disorders, including, without limitation, the standards that should 42 
be required of such programs to increase their effectiveness. 43 
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 5.  Develop recommendations concerning the creation of 1 
incentives for the development of treatment programs for persons 2 
with co-occurring disorders. 3 
 6.  Evaluate the utilization of existing resources in this State 4 
for the treatment of persons with co-occurring disorders and 5 
develop recommendations concerning innovative funding 6 
alternatives to promote and support mental health courts, the 7 
prevention of co-occurring disorders and the coordination of 8 
integrated services in the mental health, substance abuse and 9 
criminal justice systems. 10 
 7.  Identify and recommend practices and procedures to 11 
improve the effectiveness and quality of care provided in both the 12 
public and private sector to persons with co-occurring disorders. 13 
 8.  Examine and develop recommendations concerning 14 
training and technical assistance that is available through the 15 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration of 16 
the United States Department of Health and Human Services and 17 
other entities to support the development and implementation of a 18 
comprehensive system of care for persons with co-occurring 19 
disorders. 20 
 9.  Submit on or before January 31 of each odd-numbered 21 
year a report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau for 22 
distribution to the regular session of the Legislature. The report 23 
must include, without limitation, a summary of the work of the 24 
Committee and recommendations for any necessary legislation 25 
concerning issues relating to persons with co-occurring disorders. 26 
 Sec. 5.  As soon as practicable on or after October 1, 2007, the 27 
appointed members of the Committee on Co-Occurring Disorders 28 
created by section 3 of this act must be appointed to initial terms as 29 
follows: 30 
 1.  The members who are appointed by the Governor pursuant 31 
to paragraphs (a) to (e), inclusive, of subsection 2 of section 3 of this 32 
act must be appointed to terms that expire on October 1, 2011; 33 
 2.  The members who are appointed by the Governor pursuant 34 
to paragraphs (f) to (j), inclusive, of subsection 2 of section 3 of this 35 
act must be appointed to terms that expire on October 1, 2010; and 36 
 3.  The members who are appointed by the Governor pursuant 37 
to paragraphs (k) to (n), inclusive, of subsection 2 of section 3 of 38 
this act must be appointed to terms that expire on October 1, 2009. 39 

 
H 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


