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SENATE BILL NO. 415–SENATORS HECK, TOWNSEND, HARDY, 

CEGAVSKE, BEERS AND WASHINGTON 
 

MARCH 19, 2007 
____________ 

 
JOINT SPONSORS: ASSEMBLYMEN HARDY, COBB,  

GANSERT AND MABEY 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Human Resources and Education 

 
SUMMARY—Provides that certain alien students are not eligible to 

receive certain types of financial assistance through 
the Nevada System of Higher Education and revises 
provisions governing eligibility for a millennium 
scholarship. (BDR 34-222) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to higher education; providing that certain alien 

students are not eligible to receive certain types of 
financial assistance through the Nevada System of Higher 
Education; providing for the exemption of students who 
have a parent or legal guardian in the Armed Forces of the 
United States from the residency requirement for 
eligibility for a millennium scholarship; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Section 505 of the federal Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 1 
Responsibility Act of 1996 prohibits states from providing a postsecondary 2 
education benefit to an alien who is not lawfully present in the United States unless 3 
any citizen or national of the United States is eligible for such a benefit. (8 U.S.C. § 4 
1623) The federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 5 
Act of 1996 (PRWORA) restricts the eligibility of aliens for state and local 6 
benefits, including postsecondary education benefits. (8 U.S.C. §§ 1601 et seq.) 7 
Under the PRWORA, an alien who is not a qualified alien or nonimmigrant is not 8 
eligible for any state or local benefit except certain benefits such as emergency 9 
medical services, emergency disaster relief and certain public health assistance. (8 10 
U.S.C. § 1621) 11 
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 Existing state law grants free tuition in the Nevada System of Higher Education 12 
to students who are bona fide residents of Nevada for a certain period. (NRS 13 
396.540) Existing law also authorizes the Board of Regents of the University of 14 
Nevada to provide loans to certain nursing students and scholarships to certain 15 
students under the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Program who are 16 
residents of Nevada for a certain period. (NRS 396.890, 396.930) Section 1 of this 17 
bill amends the definition of “bona fide resident” to exclude an alien who is not 18 
eligible for a state or local benefit in accordance with the PRWORA. Therefore, 19 
alien students who are not eligible for state or local benefits under the PRWORA 20 
are not eligible for free tuition in the System, nursing loans or Millennium 21 
Scholarships. 22 
 Existing law authorizes the Board of Regents to enter into agreements for 23 
tuition waivers for students from other states and foreign countries. (NRS 396.543) 24 
Section 2 of this bill prohibits the granting of such waivers to alien students who 25 
are not eligible for a state or local benefit under the PRWORA. 26 
 Existing law establishes the requirements for eligibility for a millennium 27 
scholarship, including that a student must be a resident of Nevada for 2 years before 28 
applying to receive a scholarship. (NRS 396.930) Section 3 of this bill provides an 29 
exception from the 2-year residency requirement for students who have a parent or 30 
legal guardian on active duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United States. 31 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  NRS 396.540 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 396.540  1.  For the purposes of this section: 2 
 (a) “Bona fide resident” shall be construed in accordance with 3 
the provisions of NRS 10.155 and policies established by the Board 4 
of Regents, to the extent that those policies do not conflict with this 5 
section or any other statute. The term does not include an alien 6 
who is not eligible for a state or local public benefit as determined 7 
in accordance with 8 U.S.C. § 1621. The qualification “bona fide” 8 
is intended to assure that the residence is genuine and established for 9 
purposes other than the avoidance of tuition. 10 
 (b) “Matriculation” has the meaning ascribed to it in regulations 11 
adopted by the Board of Regents. 12 
 (c) “Tuition charge” means a charge assessed against students 13 
who are not bona fide residents of Nevada and which is in addition 14 
to registration fees or other fees assessed against students who are 15 
bona fide residents of Nevada. 16 
 2.  The Board of Regents may fix a tuition charge for students 17 
at all campuses of the System, but tuition must be free to: 18 
 (a) All students whose families have been bona fide residents of 19 
the State of Nevada for at least 12 months prior to the matriculation 20 
of the student at a university, state college or community college 21 
within the System; 22 
 (b) All students whose families reside outside of the State of 23 
Nevada, providing such students have themselves been bona fide 24 
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residents of the State of Nevada for at least 12 months before their 1 
matriculation at a university, state college or community college 2 
within the System; 3 
 (c) All public school teachers who are employed full time by 4 
school districts in the State of Nevada; 5 
 (d) All full-time teachers in private elementary, secondary and 6 
postsecondary educational institutions in the State of Nevada whose 7 
curricula meet the requirements of chapter 394 of NRS; 8 
 (e) Employees of the System who take classes other than during 9 
their regular working hours; and 10 
 (f) Members of the Armed Forces of the United States. 11 
 3.  [The] Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the 12 
Board of Regents may grant tuitions free each semester to other 13 
worthwhile and deserving students from other states and foreign 14 
countries, in a number not to exceed a number equal to 3 percent of 15 
the total matriculated enrollment of students for the last preceding 16 
fall semester. Free tuition must not be granted pursuant to this 17 
subsection to an alien who is not eligible for a state or local public 18 
benefit as determined in accordance with 8 U.S.C. § 1621. 19 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 396.543 is hereby amended to read as follows: 20 
 396.543  1.  The Board of Regents may enter into an 21 
agreement with another state for the granting of full or partial 22 
waivers of the nonresident tuition to residents of the other state who 23 
are students at or are eligible for admission to any branch of the 24 
System if the agreement provides that, under substantially the same 25 
circumstances, the other state will grant reciprocal waivers to 26 
residents of Nevada who are students at or are eligible for admission 27 
to universities or colleges in the other state. 28 
 2.  Each agreement must specify: 29 
 (a) The criteria for granting the waivers; and 30 
 (b) The specific universities, state colleges and community 31 
colleges for which the waivers will be granted. 32 
 3.  The Board of Regents shall provide by regulation for the 33 
administration of any waivers for which an agreement is entered 34 
into pursuant to subsection 1. 35 
 4.  A waiver must not be granted pursuant to this section to an 36 
alien who is not eligible for a state or local public benefit as 37 
determined in accordance with 8 U.S.C. § 1621. 38 
 5.  The waivers granted pursuant to this section must not be 39 
included in the number of waivers determined for the purpose of 40 
applying the limitation in subsection 3 of NRS 396.540. 41 
 Sec. 3.  NRS 396.930 is hereby amended to read as follows: 42 
 396.930  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 43 
3, a student may apply to the Board of Regents for a millennium 44 
scholarship if he: 45 
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 (a) Has been a bona fide resident of [this State] Nevada for at 1 
least 2 years before he applies for the scholarship; 2 
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c), graduated 3 
from a public or private high school in this State: 4 
  (1) After May 1, 2000, but not later than May 1, 2003; or 5 
  (2) After May 1, 2003, and, except as otherwise provided in 6 
paragraph (c) of subsection 2, not more than 6 years before he 7 
applies for the scholarship; 8 
 (c) Does not satisfy the requirements of paragraph (b) and: 9 
  (1) Was enrolled as a pupil in a public or private high school 10 
in this State with a class of pupils who were regularly scheduled to 11 
graduate after May 1, 2000; 12 
  (2) Received his high school diploma within 4 years after he 13 
was regularly scheduled to graduate; and 14 
  (3) Applies for the scholarship not more than 6 years after he 15 
was regularly scheduled to graduate from high school; 16 
 (d) Maintained in high school in the courses designated by the 17 
Board of Regents pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection 2, at least: 18 
  (1) A 3.00 grade point average on a 4.0 grading scale, if he 19 
was a member of the graduating class of 2003 or 2004; 20 
  (2) A 3.10 grade point average on a 4.0 grading scale, if he 21 
was a member of the graduating class of 2005 or 2006; or 22 
  (3) A 3.25 grade point average on a 4.0 grading scale, if he 23 
was a member of the graduating class of 2007 or a later graduating 24 
class; and 25 
 (e) Is enrolled in at least: 26 
  (1) Six semester credit hours in a community college within 27 
the System; or 28 
  (2) Twelve semester credit hours in another eligible 29 
institution. 30 
 2.  The Board of Regents: 31 
 (a) Shall define the core curriculum that a student must complete 32 
in high school to be eligible for a millennium scholarship. 33 
 (b) Shall designate the courses in which a student must earn the 34 
minimum grade point averages set forth in paragraph (d) of 35 
subsection 1. 36 
 (c) May establish criteria with respect to students who have been 37 
on active duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United States to 38 
exempt such students from the 6-year limitation on applications that 39 
is set forth in subparagraph (2) of paragraph (b) of subsection 1. 40 
 (d) Shall establish criteria with respect to students who have a 41 
documented physical or mental disability or who were previously 42 
subject to an individualized education program under the 43 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400 et 44 
seq., or a plan under Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 45 
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U.S.C. §§ 791 et seq. The criteria must provide an exemption for 1 
those students from: 2 
  (1) The 6-year limitation on applications that is set forth in 3 
subparagraph (2) of paragraph (b) of subsection 1 and subparagraph 4 
(3) of paragraph (c) of subsection 1 and any limitation applicable to 5 
students who are eligible pursuant to subparagraph (1) of paragraph 6 
(b) of subsection 1. 7 
  (2) The minimum number of credits prescribed in paragraph 8 
(e) of subsection 1. 9 
 (e) Shall establish criteria with respect to students who have a 10 
parent or legal guardian on active duty in the Armed Forces of the 11 
United States to exempt such students from the residency 12 
requirement set forth in paragraph (a) of subsection 1 or 13 
subsection 3. 14 
 3.  Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of subsection 15 
1, for students who did not graduate from a public or private high 16 
school in this State and who , except as otherwise provided in 17 
paragraph (e) of subsection 2, have been bona fide residents of this 18 
State for at least 2 years, the Board of Regents shall establish: 19 
 (a) The minimum score on a standardized test that such students 20 
must receive; or 21 
 (b) Other criteria that students must meet, 22 
� to be eligible for millennium scholarships. 23 
 4.  In awarding scholarships, the Board of Regents shall 24 
enhance its outreach to students who: 25 
 (a) Are pursuing a career in education or health care;  26 
 (b) Come from families who lack sufficient financial resources 27 
to pay for the costs of sending their children to an eligible 28 
institution; or 29 
 (c) Substantially participated in an antismoking, antidrug or 30 
antialcohol program during high school. 31 
 5.  As used in this section, “bona fide resident” has the 32 
meaning ascribed to it in NRS 396.540. 33 
 Sec. 4.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2007. 34 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [200 200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


