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(Reprinted with amendments adopted on May 26, 2007)
FIRST REPRINT S.B. 490

SENATE BILL NO. 490-COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE
OPERATIONS AND ELECTIONS

MARCH 26, 2007

Referred to Committee on Legislative Operations and Elections

SUMMARY—Revises various provisions governing bills and
resolutions. (BDR 17-789)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is materia to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to the Legislature; revising provisions governing
bill draft requests authorized for various requesters,
revising provisions governing the prefiling, reprinting and
transmittal of bills and resolutions; and providing other
matters properly relating thereto.

L egidlative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law specifies the number of hill drafts various entities may request the
Legidative Counsel to prepare. (NRS 218.240-218.255) Sections 1-7 and 13 of
this bill revise those provisions to limit the number of measures that may be
requested by most nonlegidlative requesters and increasing the number of measures
that may be requested by Legidators and chairs of legislative committees. Sections
6 and 8 of this bill require that certain measures requested on behalf of Executive
Branch officers be prefiled on or before December 15 preceding session.

Section 7 of this bill aso removes the provision that requires all bill drafts
requested by the Supreme Court to be delivered to the Chairman of the Committee
on Judiciary of each House.

Under existing law, when a prefiled bill or joint resolution is printed it must
contain the standing committee to which the bill or joint resolution is proposed to
be referred. The appropriate standing committee must be determined pursuant to
the rules or recommendations for the referral of bills and joint resolutions adopted
by the appropriate House during the preceding regular session of the Legidature.
(NRS 218.278) Section 9 of this bill removes the specified method for determining
the appropriate standing committee.

Section 14 of this bill provides that sections 1-8 and 13 of this bill expire by
limitation on June 30, 2009.

Under existing law, when a bill is amended it must be reprinted unless two-
thirds of the members present vote to dispense with the reprinting of the hill.
Existing law limits the circumstances under which such a vote may be taken to only
those cases involving hills over 32 pages in length, amendments to the titles and
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preambles of bills, amendments to correct typographical errors, and other
amendments which do not change the meaning, intent or significance of a bill.
(NRS 218.320, 218.330) Sections 10 and 11 of this bill remove such limiting
circumstances.

Under existing law, when a bill or resolution is passed by both Houses it must
be immediately transmitted by the Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the
Assembly to the Legislative Counsel to be enrolled. (NRS 218.340) Section 12 of
this bill revises that requirement by providing that the bill or resolution must be
transmitted to the Legislative Counsel upon adjournment.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 218.2405 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

218.2405 1. Except as otherwise provided by specific statute,
joint rule or concurrent resolution of the Legidlature, the Legidative
Counsel shall honor:

(@ The number of requests for the drafting of abill or resolution
for a regular session of the Legislature only as provided in NRS
218.240 t0 218.255, inclusive.

(b) A request for the drafting of a bill or resolution for any
session of the Legidature which is submitted by a state agency,
board or department, [a—tecal—government—thejudiciary} the
Supreme Court or another authorized nonlegislative requester only
if the request isin a subject related to the function of the requester.

2. ThelLegidative Counsel shal not:

(@) Assign a number to a request for the drafting of a bill or
resolution for any session of the Legidature to establish the priority
of the request until sufficient detail has been received to alow
complete drafting of the legisative measure.

(b) Honor arequest to change the subject matter of a request for
the drafting of a bill or resolution for any session of the Legislature
after it has been submitted for drafting.

(c) Honor arequest for the drafting of a bill or resolution for any
session of the Legislature which has been combined in violation of
Section 17 of Article 4 of the Nevada Constitution.

Sec. 2. NRS 218.241 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.241 1. Upon request made within the time allowed and
limits established pursuant to NRS 218.240 to 218.255, inclusive,
the Legislative Counsel shall advise any agency or officer of the
Executive Branch of the State Government {;

as to the preparation of measures to be submitted to
the Legid ature.

2. To ensure the greatest possible equity in the handling of

requests, drafting must proceed as follows:
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(d) Requests for legidlative measures from each agency or

officer of the Executive Branch of the State Government fer-from-a

must, insofar as is possible, be acted

upon in the order in which they are received, unless a different
priority is designated by the requester.

(b) As soon as an agency or officer of the Executive Branch of
the State Government has requested 10 legislative measures for any
session, the Legislative Counsel may request the agency or officer to
designate the priority for each succeeding request.

- The prlorlty des gnated pursuant to thIS subsectl on must guide the
Legisative Counsel in acting upon the requests of the respective
agencies and officers of the Executive Branch of the State

Government fand-the-counties-school-districts-and-€ities} to ensure
each agency and officer, fand-each-county;-scheol-district-and-eity;}

as nearly asis possible, an equal rank.

Sec. 3. NRS 218.2423 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.2423 1. Each:

(@ Incumbent Assemblyman may request the drafting of not
more than [5} 6 legislative measures submitted to the Legidative
Counsel on or before September 1 preceding the commencement of
aregular session of the Legislature and not more than 5 legislative
measures submitted to the Legidative Counsel after September 1 but
on or before December 15 preceding the commencement of a
regular session of the Legislature.

(b) Incumbent Senator may request the drafting of not more than
[0} 12 legislative measures submitted to the Legidative Counsel on
or before September 1 preceding the commencement of a regular
session of the Legislature and not more than 10 legidative measures
submitted to the Legidative Counsel after September 1 but on or
before December 15 preceding the commencement of a regular
session of the Legidature.

(c) Newly eected Assemblyman may request the drafting of not
more than 5 legidlative measures submitted to the Legidative
Counsel on or before December 15 preceding the commencement of
aregular session of the Legidlature.

(d) Newly elected Senator may request the drafting of not more
than 10 legidlative measures submitted to the Legislative Counsel on
or before December 15 preceding the commencement of a regular
session of the Legidlature.
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2. In addition to the number authorized pursuant to
subsection 1:

(@) The chairman of each standing committee of the immediately
preceding regular legidative session, or a person designated in the
place of the chairman by the Speaker of the Assembly or the
Magjority Leader of the Senate, as the case may be, may request
before the date of the general election preceding the commencement
of the next regular legidative session the drafting of not more than 1
legislative measure for introduction by the committee in a subject
within the jurisdiction of the committee for every 45} 10 legidlative
measures that were referred to the respective standing committee
during the immediately preceding regular legislative session.

(b) A person designated after a general election as a chairman of
a standing committee for the next regular legidative session, or a
person designated in the place of a chairman by the person
designated as the Speaker of the Assembly or the Mgjority Leader of
the Senate for the next regular legislative session, may request on or
before December 15 preceding the commencement of the next
regular legislative session the drafting of the remaining number of
the legidative measures allowed for the respective standing
committee that were not requested by the previous chairman or
designee.

3. Each reqguest made pursuant to this section must be on a
form prescribed by the Legislative Counsel.

Sec. 4. NRS 218.2429 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.2429 1. The Chairman of the Legidative Commission
may request the drafting of not more than 15 legislative measures
before the commencement of a regular legislative session, with
the approval of the Commission, which relate to the affairs of the
Legidlature or its employees, including measures requested by the
legislative staff.

2. The Chairman of the Interim Finance Committee may
request the drafting of not more than 10 legidlative measures before
the commencement of a regular legidative session, with the
approval of the Committee, which relate to matters within the scope
of the Committee.

3. Except as otherwise provided by specific statute or
concurrent resolution of the Legislature:

(@ Any other legidative committee created by statute may
regquest the drafting of not more than 10 legidative measures which
relate to matters within the scope of the committee.

(b) An interim committee which conducts a study or
investigation pursuant to subsection 5 of NRS 218.682 may request
the drafting of not more than 5 legislative measures which relate to
matters within the scope of the study or investigation, except that
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such a committee may request the drafting of additional legislative
measures if the Legidative Commission approves each additional
request by a majority vote.

(c) Any other committee established by the Legislature which
conducts an interim legislative study may request the drafting of not
more than 5 legislative measures which relate to matters within the
scope of the study.
= Except as otherwise provided in NRS 218.635, measures
authorized to be requested pursuant to this subsection must be
submitted to the Legislative Counsel on or before September 1
preceding the commencement of aregular session of the Legislature
unless the Legidative Commission authorizes submitting a request
after that date.

4. Each request made pursuant to this section must be on a
form prescribed by the Legidative Counsel.

Sec. 5. NRS 218.245 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.245 1. Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and
5, the Legidlative Counsel and the Legal Division of the Legislative
Counsel Bureau shal not prepare or assist in the preparation of
proposed legislation for any agency or officer of the Executive
Branch of the State Government
city} before aregular session of the Legidlature unless the regquest is
approved by the Governor or a designated member of his staff {-or

and
transmitted to the Legidative Counsel on or before September 1
preceding the convening of the session.

2. A request for proposed legidlation may be submitted to the
Legisative Counsel pursuant to subsection 3 fer—4} of NRS
218.2455 by the
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, State
Controller or State Treasurer without the approval of the Governor
or adesignated member of his staff.

3. After November 1, preceding a legidative session, the
Legidative Counsel and the Legal Division of the Legidative
Counsel Bureau shall give full priority to the preparation of
proposed |egislation requested by members of the Legislature.

4. The Legidative Counsel and the Lega Division of the
Legidlative Counsel Bureau shall not prepare or assist in the
preparation of any proposed legislation during any regular session of
the Legidature except as authorized by statute or joint rule of the
Legidlature.

5. An agency or officer of the Executive Branch of the State
Government fer-a-county;-school-distriet-er-eity;} shall not request a
Legislator to have legidation drafted on its behalf. The Legislative
Commission, when the Legidature is not in session, or a standing
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committee which has jurisdiction of the subject matter when the
Legislature is in session, may, if it finds that exceptiona
circumstances so warrant, authorize the drafting of legislation
requested after the time limited by subsection 1 of this section and
subsection 1 |} or 3 fer-4} of NRS 218.2455.

Sec. 6. NRS 218.2455 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.2455 1. The Governor or his designated representative
may transmit to the Legislative Counsel on or before September 1
preceding a regular legidative session not more than (425} 100
requests for the drafting of legislative measures approved on behalf
of state agencies, boards and departments of the Executive Branch
of the State Government pursuant to subsection 1 of NRS 218.245.

2. The Department of Administration may reguest on or before
the 19th day of the legislative session, without limitation, the
drafting of as many legidative measures as are necessary to
implement the budget proposed by the Governor and to provide for
the fiscal management of the State.

3. The following congtitutional officers may request the
drafting of not more than the following numbers of legidative
measures on or before September 1 preceding a regular legislative
session:

Lieutenant GOVEIMOL .........ccoorirerieneeesesesie e 21
Secretary Of STAe ......ccccvveeeirerereee e 8} 5
SEEEE TIEASUIES ..ottt 51 2
State CONtrollEr ......c.ecveeceeceeceereer e 512

September—1—preceding—a—regular—legistative—session} measures
reguested pursuant to subsections 1 and 3 must be prefiled on or
before December 15 preceding the regular session. A measure that
isnot prefiled on or before that date shall be deemed withdrawn.
Sec. 7. NRS 218.247 is hereby amended to read as follows:
218.247 1. The Legidative Counsel and the Lega Division
of the Legidative Counsel Bureau shall prepare and assist in the
preparation of legidative measures at the request of the Supreme
Court if the legidative measures are transmitted to the Legidative
Counsel on or before September 1 preceding the commencement of
the next regular session of the Legislature. The Supreme Court may
transmit to the Legislative Counsel pursuant to this section not more
than [16} 10 legidative measures on behalf of the Supreme Court .

lopddistietcouris ot this Stote sndbmot morethop | logieloive
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2. E\'/ery requested legislative measure must set forth the
substance of the provisions desired or which may be needed with the
reasons therefor.

%heLI:egQatuFe} Each requeet made pursuant to thls sectlon must
be on a form prescribed by the Legislative Counsel.

Sec. 8. NRS 218.277 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218277 1. Any member of the next succeeding regular
session of the Legislature may request the Legidative Counsel to
prefile any legidlative bill or joint resolution that was requested by
that Legislator for introduction in the next succeeding regular
session of the Legidature.

2. A person designated as a chairman of a standing committee
for the next succeeding regular session of the Legislature may
request the Legidative Counsel to prefile on behalf of the committee
any legidative bill or joint resolution within the jurisdiction of the
committee for introduction in the next succeeding regular session of
the Legidlature.

3. Measures submitted for prefiling pursuant to subsection 4
of NRS 218.2455 must be randomly divided in equal amounts
between the Senate and the Assembly and prefiled on behalf of the
appropriate standing committee.

4. Such bills and joint resolutions must be in such final and
correct form for introduction in the Legislature as required by the
Nevada Constitution and this chapter.

f41 5. The Legidative Counsel shall not prefile a bill or joint
resol ution requested by:

(@ A member of the Legidature who is not a candidate for
reelection until after the general election immediately preceding the
regular session of the Legidlature.

(b) A member of the Legidature who is elected or reelected to
his office at the general election immediately preceding the regular
session of the Legidature until he is determined to have received the
highest number of votes pursuant to the canvass of votes required by
NRS 293.395.

Sec. 9. NRS 218.278 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.278 1. The Legidative Counsel shall, upon receipt of
requests for prefiling bills and joint resolutions, transmit those bills
and resolutions that may be prefiled to the Secretary of the Senate or
the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, as appropriate. The Secretary or
Chief Clerk shall number the bhills and joint resolutions
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consecutively in the same manner as during regular sessions of the
Legislature and is responsible for the safekeeping of such bills and
joint resolutions.

2. After abill or joint resolution has been properly numbered,
the Legislative Counsel shall cause the bill or joint resolution to be
printed in the same manner as during regular sessions of the
Legidature. The bill or joint resolution must contain:

(8) The name of the introducer;

(b) The date on which it was prefiled;

(c) If it was not requested by a member of the Legislature, the
name of the entity that requested the preparation of the bill or joint
resolution; and

(d) The standing committee of the Senate or Assembly to which
the bill or joint resolution is proposed to be referred. [Fhe-standing
eomratoo—rns—bo—dotomminedsurenone e

3. The number of copies to be printed must be determined by
the Legidlative Counsdl, and the expenses of printing and mailing
must be paid from the Legislative Fund.

4. The Legidative Counsel shall release copies of a prefiled
bill or joint resolution to the public.

Sec. 10. NRS218.320 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.320 All bills amended by either House shall be
immediately reprinted. New matter shall be indicated by
underscoring in the typewritten or other machine-produced copy and
italicsin the printed copy. Matter to be omitted shall be indicated by
brackets in the typewritten or other machine-produced copy and
brackets or strike-out type in the printed copy. When a hill is
amended in either House, the first or previous markings shal be

omitted. However, f{in-the-cases-ef-bills-over-32-pages-in-tength;

€hange-the-meaning-tent-or-significance-of-a-bit} the repr| ntlng
of the bill may be dispensed with on motion carried by a two-thirds
majority of the members present. If the reprinting is so dispensed
with, the amendments may be inserted by hand in the printed bill,
but the authenticity of each amendment shall be established by
endorsement, such endorsement to consist of initials signed on the
margin near each amendment by the Secretary of the Senate or by
the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, as the case may be.

Sec. 11. NRS218.330 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.330 Whenever a hill or resolution which shall have been
passed in one House shal be amended in the other, it shall
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immediately be reprinted as amended by the House making such
amendment or amendments. Such amendment or amendments shall
be attached to the bill or resolution so amended and endorsed
“adopted” and such amendment or amendments, if concurred in by
the House in which such bill or resolution originated, shall be
endorsed “concurred in” and such endorsement shall be signed by
the Secretary of the Senate or by the Chief Clerk of the Assembly,

as the case may be. However Hﬂﬂ%&eas&sef—bmgeve%’;z—pagesm

ehange%hemeamﬂg—lment—er—sgnmeaﬂeeef—a—bm% the repr| ntlng
of the bill may be dispensed with on motion carried by a two-thirds
majority of the members present, but such amendment must be
concurred in by the House in which such bill originated. If the
reprinting is so dispensed with, the amendments may be inserted by
hand in the printed bill, but the authenticity of each amendment
shall be established by endorsement, such endorsement to consist of
initials signed on the margin near each amendment by the Secretary
of the Senate or by the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, as the case may
be.

Sec. 12. NRS218.340 is hereby amended to read as follows:

218.340 When any bill or resolution is passed by both Houses,
the Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Clerk of the Assembly shall

transmit the same to the Legidative Counsel to be

enrolled, and shall take his receipt therefor. The receipt shall bear
the date of delivery and shall give the bill or resolution number. The
fact that the bill or resolution was received by the Legidative
Counsel shall be noted as a part of the history of the bill or
resolution. When the same shall have been duly and regularly
enrolled and delivered to the Governor, as provided by NRS
218.280 to 218.440, inclusive , [{} in al cases whereit is required to
be so delivered , 5} the fact of such delivery and the date thereof
shall also be noted, over the signature of the Legidlative Counsdl, as
apart of the history of the bill or resolution.

Sec. 13. NRS 218.2413, 218.2415 and 218.2417 are hereby
repeal ed.

Sec. 14. 1. This act becomes effective upon passage and
approval.

2. Sections 1 to 8, inclusive, and 13 of this act expire by
limitation on June 30, 2009.
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TEXT OF REPEALED SECTIONS

218.2413 Requests by county, school district or city for
prepar ation of legisative measures; notice of duplicate requests.

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsections 3, 4 and 5, each
board of county commissioners, board of trustees of a school district
and city council may request the Legidative Counsel and the Legal
Division of the Legislative Counsel Bureau to prepare any
legislative measure which has been approved by the governing body
of the county, school district or city at a public hearing before its
submission to the Legidlative Counsel Bureau.

2. The Legidative Counsel shall notify the requesting county,
school district or city if its request substantially duplicates a request
previously submitted by another county, school district or city.

3. The board of county commissioners of a county whose
population:

(a) 1s 400,000 or more shall not request the preparation of more
than 15 legidative measures pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legidative session. At least one of the measures must be
recommended by a metropolitan police department that is located
within the county.

(b) 1s 100,000 or more but less than 400,000 shall not request
the preparation of more than 10 legislative measures pursuant to
subsection 1 for aregular legidative session.

(c) Islessthan 100,000 shall not request the preparation of more
than 2 legidative measures pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legislative session.

4. The board of trustees of a school district in a county whose
population:

(a) 1s400,000 or more shall not request the preparation of more
than 5 legidative measures pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legislative session.

(b) 1s 100,000 or more but less than 400,000 shall not request
the preparation of more than 2 legislative measures pursuant to
subsection 1 for aregular legidative session.

(c) Islessthan 100,000 shall not request the preparation of more
than 1 legidative measure pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legislative session.

5. Thecity council of acity whose population:
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(a) 1s100,000 or more shall not request the preparation of more
than 4 legidlative measures pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legidlative session.

(b) Islessthan 100,000 shall not request the preparation of more
than 1 legidative measure pursuant to subsection 1 for a regular
legislative session.

6. As used in this section, “population” means the current
population estimate for that city or county as determined and
published by the Department of Taxation and the demographer
employed pursuant to NRS 360.283.

218.2415 Requests by association of elected officials or
association of counties or cities for preparation of legisative
measur es.

1. An association of elected officials may directly request the
Legidlative Counsel and the Legal Division of the Legidative
Counsel Bureau to prepare no more than 5 legidlative measures for a
regular legislative session.

2. An association of counties or cities may directly request the
Legidative Counsel and the Legal Division of the Legislative
Counsel Bureau to prepare no more than 20 legidlative measures for
aregular legidative session.

3. A request for the drafting of a legislative measure pursuant
to this section must be submitted to the Legislative Counsel on or
before September 1 preceding the commencement of a regular
session of the Legislature.

218.2417 Preparation of legislative measures for regional
planning coalition by Legidative Counsel and Legal Division of
Legidlative Counsel Bureau.

1. The Legidlative Counsel and the Legal Division of the
Legidative Counsel Bureau shal prepare and assist in the
preparation of legislative measures at the request of a regional
planning coalition if the legislative measures are transmitted to the
Legislative Counsel on or before September 1 preceding the
commencement of the next regular session of the Legidature. A
regional planning coalition may transmit to the Legislative Counsel
pursuant to this section not more than one legisative measure for a
regular legislative session.

2. Every requested legislative measure must set forth the
substance of the provisions which are desired or which may be
needed with the reasons therefor.

3. Asusedin this section, “regional planning coalition” hasthe
meaning ascribed to it in NRS 278.0172.
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