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THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY 

   
 

CARSON CITY (Wednesday), March 7, 2007 
  

 Assembly called to order at 11:07 a.m. 
 Madam Speaker presiding. 
 Roll called. 
 All present. 
 Prayer by the Chaplain, Minister Bruce Henderson. 
 Lord, in the beginning there was chaos. You said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
You saw that it was good. Father, we, too, ask for light to overcome the chaos. It will be good. 
Please bless our work here. I pray in the Name of the One who is light of the world.  

AMEN. 

 Pledge of allegiance to the Flag. 

 Madam Speaker announced if there were no objections the Assembly 
would recess for the purpose of hearing a musical presentation of the 
National Anthem by the Combined Reed and McQueen High School Choirs, 
under the direction of John Lorentzen. 

 Assembly in recess at 11:10 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY IN SESSION 

 At 11:12 a.m. 
 Madam Speaker presiding. 
 Quorum present. 

 Assemblyman Oceguera moved that further reading of the Journal be 
dispensed with, and the Speaker and Chief Clerk be authorized to make the 
necessary corrections and additions. 
 Motion carried. 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 

 By the Committee on Elections, Procedures, Ethics, and Constitutional 
Amendments: 
 Assembly Joint Resolution No. 5—Proposing to amend the Nevada 
Constitution to authorize the Legislature to provide for a statewide lottery to 
provide money to school districts for textbooks, computers and other 
educational media for classrooms. 
 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, JOINTLY, That 
Section 24 of Article 4 of the Nevada Constitution be amended to read as follows: 
 [Sec:] Sec. 24.  1.  [Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, no lottery may be 
authorized by this State, nor may lottery tickets be sold.] The Legislature may authorize a 
lottery to be operated by or on behalf of the State of Nevada. If the Legislature authorizes 
such a lottery, the Legislature shall, by law: 
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 (a) Determine the appropriate manner of operation of the lottery, other than the use of 
video lottery terminals or similar type of machines. 
 (b) Provide for the disbursement of all money from the proceeds of the lottery in 
accordance with this subsection, less any expenses directly related to the operation of the 
lottery, to the school districts in this State in a fair and equitable manner. 
 (c) Ensure that the money disbursed to the school districts from the proceeds of the lottery 
is used only to supplement and not replace the money that a school district would otherwise 
receive from this State for the system of public education. 
 (d) Ensure that each school district which receives money from the proceeds of the lottery 
uses the money only to supplement and not to replace the money that the school district would 
otherwise expend for: 
  (1) Equipment relating to instruction for use by pupils enrolled in the public schools, 
including, without limitation, computers and other multimedia hardware; 
  (2) Instructional materials and instructional supplies, including, without limitation, 
textbooks, instructional software for computers and other multimedia instructional materials 
and supplies for use by pupils enrolled in the public schools; and 
  (3) Equipment that is used primarily for the maintenance or operation of the equipment 
described in subparagraph (1). 
 2.  The [State and the] political subdivisions [thereof] of this State shall not operate a 
lottery. 
 3.  The Legislature may authorize persons engaged in charitable activities or activities not 
for profit to operate a lottery in the form of a raffle or drawing on their own behalf. All proceeds 
of the lottery, less expenses directly related to the operation of the lottery, must be used only to 
benefit charitable or nonprofit activities in this State. A charitable or nonprofit organization shall 
not employ or otherwise engage any person to organize or operate its lottery for compensation. 
The Legislature may provide by law for the regulation of such lotteries. 
 Assemblyman Mortenson moved that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Elections, Procedures, Ethics, and Constitutional 
Amendments. 
 Motion carried. 

 By the Committee on Elections, Procedures, Ethics, and Constitutional 
Amendments: 
 Assembly Resolution No. 6—Providing for the appointment of additional 
attachés for the Assembly. 
 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, That Janie M. Novie and  
Christie Peters are elected as additional attaches of the Assembly for the 74th Session of the 
Nevada Legislature. 
 Assemblywoman Koivisto moved the adoption of the resolution. 
 Remarks by Assemblywoman Koivisto. 
 Resolution adopted. 
      NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

March 6, 2007 
 The Fiscal Analysis Division, pursuant to Joint Standing Rule 14.6, has determined the 
exemption of:  Assembly Bills Nos. 10, 74 and 85. 
    MARK STEVENS 
    Fiscal Analysis Division 

  March 6, 2007 
 The Fiscal Analysis Division, pursuant to Joint Standing Rule 14.6, has determined the 
eligibility for exemption of:  Assembly Bills Nos. 52, 61, 73, 82, 89, 91 and 93. 
    MARK STEVENS 
    Fiscal Analysis Division 
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INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERENCE 

 By the Committee on Transportation: 
 Assembly Bill No. 256—AN ACT relating to transportation; requiring the 
Department of Transportation to collect a fee to be distributed to each local 
governmental entity that aids in the coordination of issuing a permit for 
oversized vehicles; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Assemblyman Atkinson moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Transportation. 
 Motion carried. 

 By Assemblywoman Allen: 
 Assembly Bill No. 257—AN ACT relating to public safety; establishing a 
career incentive program to provide salary increases to certain emergency 
medical technicians, firefighters and peace officers who complete certain 
educational requirements; requiring the State to pay for such salary increases; 
requiring the Peace Officers’ Standards and Training Commission to 
administer the program; requiring the Commission to consult with other 
governmental entities; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Assemblywoman Allen moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Government Affairs. 
 Motion carried. 

 By Assemblymen Carpenter, Goedhart, Goicoechea, Grady, Marvel, and 
Settelmeyer: 
 Assembly Bill No. 258—AN ACT relating to land use; clarifying that 
certain divisions, exchanges and transfers of land for agricultural purposes 
are exempt from requirements pertaining to boundary line adjustments and 
the filing of parcel maps and records of survey; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 
 Assemblyman Carpenter moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Government Affairs. 
 Motion carried. 

 By Assemblyman Claborn: 
 Assembly Bill No. 259—AN ACT relating to wildlife; classifying a wild 
mountain lion as an unprotected mammal; designating the Department of 
Wildlife as the Department of Fish and Game; placing the Department under 
the control of the Board of Wildlife Commissioners; authorizing the 
Commission to adopt regulations for the hunting, killing or nonlethal control 
of mountain lions from an aircraft; revising certain provisions relating to the 
use of a spring gun, set gun or other device for the destruction of a mountain 
lion; making an appropriation; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 
 Assemblyman Claborn moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Mining. 
 Motion carried. 
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 By Assemblywoman Allen: 
 Assembly Bill No. 260—AN ACT relating to energy; revising various 
provisions governing the portfolio standards of providers of electric service; 
enacting certain requirements regarding the system of portfolio energy 
credits; revising the method for calculating portfolio energy credits under 
certain circumstances; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Assemblywoman Allen moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce and Labor. 
 Motion carried. 

SECOND READING AND AMENDMENT 

 Assembly Bill No. 32. 
 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Assembly Bill No. 43. 
 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Assembly Bill No. 199. 
 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 

 By Assemblymen Atkinson, Buckley, Horne, Allen, Oceguera, Anderson, 
Arberry, Beers, Bobzien, Carpenter, Christensen, Claborn, Cobb, Conklin, 
Denis, Gansert, Gerhardt, Goedhart, Goicoechea, Grady, Hardy, Hogan, 
Kihuen, Kirkpatrick, Koivisto, Leslie, Mabey, Manendo, Marvel, McClain, 
Mortenson, Munford, Ohrenschall, Parks, Parnell, Pierce, Segerblom, 
Settelmeyer, Smith, Stewart, Weber, and Womack: 
 Assembly Joint Resolution No. 6—Urging Congress to repeal the REAL 
ID Act of 2005. 
 Assemblyman Atkinson moved that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Transportation. 
 Motion carried. 

 Assemblyman Oceguera moved that the Assembly recess until 4:45 p.m. 
 Motion carried. 

 Assembly in recess at 11:41 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY IN SESSION 

 At 4:48 p.m. 
 Madam Speaker presiding. 
 Quorum present. 
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MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 

 Madam Speaker appointed Assemblymen Marvel and Munford as a 
committee to invite the Senate to meet in Joint Session with the Assembly to 
hear an address by Nevada Supreme Court Chief Justice A. William Maupin. 

 The members of the Senate appeared before the bar of the Assembly. 

 Madam Speaker invited the members of the Senate to chairs in the 
Assembly. 

IN JOINT SESSION 

 At 4:59 p.m. 
 President of the Senate presiding. 

 The Secretary of the Senate called the Senate roll. 
 All present except Senators Care and Raggio, who were excused. 

 The Chief Clerk of the Assembly called the Assembly roll. 
 All present except Assemblymen Claborn and Smith, who were excused. 

 The President of the Senate appointed a Committee on Escort consisting of 
Senator Rhoads and Assemblyman Parks to wait upon the Honorable Chief 
Justice A. William Maupin and escort him to the Assembly Chamber. 

 The President of the Senate appointed a Committee on Escort consisting of 
Senator Heck and Assemblyman Anderson to wait upon the Justices of the 
Nevada Supreme Court and escort them to the Assembly Chamber. 

 The Committee on Escort in company with the Justices of the Nevada 
Supreme Court appeared before the bar of the Assembly. 

 The Committee on Escort in company with The Honorable Nevada 
Supreme Court Chief Justice A. William Maupin appeared before the bar of 
the Assembly. 

 The Committee on Escort escorted the Chief Justice to the rostrum. 

 Madam Speaker welcomed Chief Justice Maupin and invited him to 
deliver his message. 

 Chief Justice Maupin delivered his message as follows: 
MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF NEVADA 

SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION, 2007 

 Thank you very much for that warm reception. 
 Governor Gibbons, Madam Speaker, Senator Raggio, constitutional officers, members of the 
Nevada State Senate, and members of the Nevada State Assembly, it is my privilege to address 
you tonight on the state of the Nevada judiciary, and I thank you for this opportunity.  I speak on 
behalf of my colleagues on the State Supreme Court: Justice Mark Gibbons, Justice James 
Hardesty, Justice Ron Parraguirre, Justice Michael Douglas, Justice Michael Cherry, and Justice 
Nancy Saitta. Justice Saitta is not with us tonight. She is in New York attending a national 



226 JOURNAL OF THE ASSEMBLY 

summit on children as part of her agreement to work with us on the Court Improvement Project, 
an important project that provides federal grant money administered by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts here in our state. 
 I also speak for our 64 colleagues around the state who serve in our district courts and our 81 
colleagues around this state who serve as municipal court judges and justices of the peace. 
 Before I begin, I would like to dedicate this message to an individual who has, as much as 
any one person in recent history, added greatly to the Nevada judicial landscape—Dean Richard 
Morgan of the Boyd School of Law. 
 Dean Morgan came to us from Arizona State University after this body approved funding for 
a new law school to be housed on the campus of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  With 
consummate skill, he gathered a top-flight faculty, effectively engaged in private fundraising, set 
protocols for student admissions, and set a course for full American Bar Association 
accreditation in record time.  The law school has proved to be an important component in the 
improvement of the practice of law in this state and in the improvement of our judiciary.  Every 
year the Boyd School of Law enriches the practice of law through its graduates, and every year 
its law review provides critical analysis of our judicial processes.  Dean Morgan has now 
decided to retire.  It is only fitting that the judiciary and Legislature join tonight in recognizing 
his everlasting contribution to our state. 
 Turning now, to the state of the Nevada judiciary, in summary and in short, the state of the 
judiciary is as follows: 
 Our municipal courts, charged primarily with hearing trials of misdemeanor offenses 
committed within incorporated cities, everything from petit theft to traffic violations, heard and 
resolved over 310,000 matters last fiscal year.   
 Justice courts, charged with hearing trials of misdemeanor offenses committed in the 
unincorporated areas of Nevada counties, hearing small civil cases, and screening major criminal 
cases for trial in district court, heard over 418,000 matters last year.   
 District courts around the state, charged with hearing trials of all major civil and criminal 
actions, heard and resolved over 26,000 civil cases last year and over 15,000 criminal cases. The 
family divisions of the two large districts resolved almost 47,000 matters.   
 The Supreme Court, one of the busiest appeals courts in the country charged with hearing all 
appeals from final decisions rendered statewide by the district court system, decided over 2,300 
cases last year.  In the last ten years, the court’s inventory has been reduced from over 2,500 
cases to less than 1,400 at year’s end.  But for the first time since 1998, that trend is threatened 
by filings in excess of 2,000 new cases in each of the last two years. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, in their totality, our tasks involve the quality resolution of thousands 
of public and private disputes that come through our court system.  Your judiciary is working. 
 That, in the traditional sense of reports on the state of the judiciary, is the state of the 
judiciary.  But I did not come here tonight to repeat a litany of comparative statistics and 
programs—programs that you have heard about before, programs that continue to prosper and 
grow as you intended.  Rather, I want to talk with you about the joint legacy this legislature and 
your court system will leave behind. 
 Today, right now, we face a series of crises related to the judicial system that tax the fiber of 
our state’s resolve and its resources.  There are confirmed reports of children in danger in our 
foster care system. We have overcrowded and understaffed prisons. There is pernicious and 
malignant growth of addiction to modern and more powerful illicit drugs. We are now 
experiencing overstressed court dockets creating undesirable compromises in processing serious 
criminal cases. We have unacceptable delays in the resolution of civil cases of all types, 
including unacceptable delays in dealing with families and children. We have outdated or even 
antiquated court facilities in places in this state. 
 These challenges are here before us today, but they are not unapproachable and they are not 
unsolvable. They can be turned into the great opportunities of this generation if we properly 
apply the considerable resources at our disposal, all to the end that this state continue in its role 
as the greatest place in this country to live, work, and raise families.   
 So I say to you tonight, this is our time to fulfill our respective destinies. I believe those 
destinies, as I will mention later, are historically and inextricably intertwined.   
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 As I hope to demonstrate, we in the judiciary are keeping our pledge to do our utmost to 
apply existing resources to these problems. We continue to ask your help in addressing them.  
However, to provide continued adequate justice to this state, we will need more qualified and 
experienced judges, appropriate incentives to keep veteran jurists on board and to entice quality 
lawyers into the judiciary, improved penal facilities and programs, improved and expanded  
noncustodial programs, and expanded programs and resources to make sure dependent children 
are kept safe. 
 If we can keep faith with our shared destinies to attack these issues, we can and we will form 
a shared legacy that no one now living here will ever forget.   
 Several current programs and new ideas come to mind.  
 With regard to our crowded prison system, as noted a week and a half ago in the  
Reno Gazette-Journal, there are a number of views as to what has caused this.  Some believe 
that it is the advent of new and powerful street drugs such as methamphetamine; some believe 
that increasingly harsh punishments and lack of rehabilitation programs are the key components. 
Others blame a lack of commitment to noncustodial treatment programs for the mentally ill or 
for persons with alcohol or drug dependency problems. Others blame schools or the 
disintegration of the family. Others blame society as a whole, and others blame it on a growing 
culture of nonresponsibility for individual actions.   
 In my own view, the current state of our criminal justice system has resulted from a tragic and 
complex confluence of all these factors. But let me assure you, attacking only one facet will 
accomplish nothing.  We need an all-out and varied approach that first and foremost continues 
the identification of the most dangerous defendants and separates them from the rest of society.  
Overcrowding works against this and works against any hope of dealing with these people 
beyond simply warehousing them.  Over and above this primary responsibility, we would 
propose approaches that would give judges more independent discretion in sentencing, that 
would provide comprehensive alternatives to incarceration, and that would make room for the 
most dangerous criminals by considering highly-conditioned releases of offenders who pose 
minimal public safety issues.  This would include inmates serving mandatory prison sentences, 
inmates who have recently been revoked from probation for minor violations, and inmates who 
would be deported to their home countries through cooperation with federal authorities.   
 We also recommend providing improved community reentry programs for prisoners with 
substance addictions and the placement of more intense counseling programs within our schools 
to keep children in school.   
 With regard to this last issue, there is one common denominator in the criminal justice 
system: Some 95 percent of criminal defendants have not gone beyond the eleventh grade in 
high school. 
 With regard to short-run problems of overcrowding, Justice Hardesty is currently working 
with the Governor’s staff, legislators, prosecutors, law enforcement, prison officials, and federal 
authorities in studying the feasibility of paroling 400 to 700 prisoners to deportation holds for 
their immediate removal from the United States. During this process, federal authorities have 
suggested other programs using federal funds that would expand the identification of illegal 
aliens through varied law enforcement initiatives that would also address local gang warfare and 
widespread use of fraudulent identity changes and identity theft.  The Supreme Court stands by 
Justice Hardesty’s efforts in this regard.  
 We should also embrace experiments with younger adult offenders.  As a district court judge 
in Clark County, I started a pilot program under which probationable adult offenders under  
23 years of age were separately sentenced in individual hearings, away from the older 
defendants.  Of the approximately 30 participants in this program, which involved agreed-to 
private meetings with the defendants without the presence of the attorneys, all were placed on 
probation; only one ever returned for revocation.   
 Turning now to specialty courts, which are a very important component in dealing with the 
problem of overcrowding and the problems with drug addiction and mental health issues of our 
citizens. We have been blessed by the commitment of our more senior members of the district 
court bench with the creation and development of specialty courts across this state.  These 
include Judge Jack Lehman, the founder of the drug court program in Las Vegas; Judges Peter 
Breen, Archie Blake, John Mcgroarty, Mike Griffin, and Robert Lane; and more recently,  
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Judge Andrew Puccinelli in Elko and Judge Jackie Glass in Clark County.  These programs 
diverted some 3,000 people last year out of the criminal justice system.  Whether defendants are 
addicted to drugs, alcohol, or suffer from mental problems, specialty courts are on the front line 
to help rehabilitate these individuals.  We should also remember that the people helped by these 
programs would represent a considerable portion of the current Nevada inmate population, 
which is approaching 12,000 as we speak here tonight.   
 We want to stress further that the primary burden in the specialty court area falls on our 
senior judges and that the larger counties absolutely depend upon the senior judge program to 
keep specialty courts current and effective without taking elected judges in the two largest 
districts from their regular caseloads.  This is one of the reasons why we will be asking you to 
continue funding the senior judge program separate and apart from specialty court funding.   
 In addition to providing service as drug court judges, our senior judges fill in for judges 
around the state when needed, provide valuable service as settlement mediators in major cases, 
and help local courts with calendar congestion when caseloads become more than existing 
judges can handle. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, as we sit here tonight, a cancer is pervasively invading our state—
methamphetamine. This cancer has done more to destroy lives than almost any other street drug 
yet invented.  As a district court judge in Clark County in the mid-1990s, I first learned of the 
fantastic destruction this drug can wreak upon the user and others.  In the three or four hostage 
standoff cases over which I presided, every single defendant was high on methamphetamine.  
Every one terrorized immediate family members, neighbors, other bystanders, and even the 
police that responded.   
 Methamphetamine is also the single most addictive street drug yet developed.  In its profound 
totality, this drug not only creates incredibly dangerous criminal confrontations, it destroys the 
lives of the users, their children, and their families.  In fact, this drug is killing our young people, 
eating away their valuable lives before they even really begin to live. So it is only right that I ask 
you, not only as your Chief Justice but as a resident of this state, that you do everything in your 
power to bring this modern plague to its knees.   
 This means resources for law enforcement and incarceration, particularly for manufacturers 
and pushers.  And from our standpoint, we ask that you make a considerable General Fund 
commitment to our specialty courts to try and help those in the vice of this terrible addiction.  In 
this, we laud the efforts of our First Lady, Dawn Gibbons.  Society benefits greatly from these 
programs with reduced recidivism, taking these defendants out of the revolving door of the 
criminal justice system and creating citizens who contribute to our state instead of sapping 
valuable resources from Nevada taxpayers. 
 Turning now to issues related to child dependency, we have all responded with great concern 
over the recent reports of deaths and injuries of children in dependent and foster care situations 
in Clark County and elsewhere in Nevada.  Judges in these matters are faced with heartbreaking 
situations with too little time and too little resources.  
 We must do all we can as judges in helping the helpless.  To this end, yesterday at three 
o’clock, the Supreme Court issued an order, effective July 1, redeploying a judge of the Eighth 
Judicial District Family Division to help Judge Gerry Hardcastle with this terribly congested 
docket.  For years I have watched this judge, with every fiber of his being, try to help these 
children.  I want you to also know that the Family Division of the Clark County District Court 
has unanimously agreed to support Judge Hardcastle in this redeployment and has agreed to take 
on the resulting additional caseloads—caseloads that already stagger the imagination and need to 
be relieved with additional judicial positions at the state level and by additional masters and 
other support personnel at the local level.   
 More than that, this Court and the State Bar, through State Bar President Rew Goodenow, 
will seek to recruit more lawyers to provide volunteer representation of Nevada children who 
find themselves in dependency and foster care situations.  Most will join the Children’s Attorney 
Project in Las Vegas, where these volunteers assist lawyers at Clark County Legal Services who 
have taken the primary brunt of these caseloads.  We pledge to you tonight that we on the 
Supreme Court and district judges across this state will become personally involved in this 
effort.   
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 But, we also want to make clear that the current practice of placing the burden on a few 
dedicated staff lawyers at Clark County Legal Services and on the backs of volunteers is 
fundamentally irresponsible. In the long run, the state and local governments must fund more 
full-time attorney positions to represent these children.  In its most fundamental terms, if adult 
offenders in the criminal justice system have a right to legal representation under the Sixth 
Amendment of the United States Constitution, we should create such a right for dependent 
children under Nevada law. 
 As you may have surmised, everything mentioned tonight—triage of the most dangerous 
criminals, increased judicial discretion, short run evaluation of the current prison population, 
specialty courts, and innovative sentencing alternatives—all have a common thread—more 
individualized justice instead of mass-produced injustice--injustice that compromises the very 
safety and well-being of our people. 
 I would like to now address one of the most dangerous locations in this state.  I am not 
referring to some street gang location in Las Vegas, I am not referring to a crack house in 
northern Nevada, and I am not referring to the freeway interchanges in Reno and Las Vegas. In 
truth and in fact, I am referring to the White Pine County Court House.  Ladies and gentlemen, 
Nevada’s most dangerous criminal defendants, those incarcerated at the Ely State Prison, 
frequently appear in court in Ely and sit in a witness box that is within arm’s reach of juror 
positions one and two.  Many of you have seen the videotape of the facility I asked Judges Papez 
and DoBrescu to make.  I defy any one of us in this room to try and quell a disturbance started 
by a desperate and physically imposing prisoner with nothing to lose but an opportunity to create 
further havoc.  White Pine County needs our help.  It stepped up and it volunteered to accept 
placement of the prison there, but it cannot now afford to solve the problems attendant to its 
beautiful but antiquated court facility. Now, I know our more populace counties need our help 
also, but please find a way to help this county. This would be an appropriate time for political 
altruism to help this county help itself and the state as a whole. 
 Needless to say, if we are to continue past successes and create new ones, considerable costs 
and commitments are involved.  More judges, more courtrooms, and more operatives will be 
required, but much of this is already in place with existing infrastructures—business courts, 
which we created to fulfill your mandate to help Nevada become a business friendly state so as 
to diversify its economy; construction defect dockets; senior judge settlement programs in the 
district courts; mandatory arbitration programs; short jury trial programs for civil cases; specialty 
courts in place supported by our existing senior judges; the Children’s Attorney Project in Las 
Vegas;  the court improvement project, which provides grants for training lawyers and local 
personnel concerning dependency representation and other matters; grants for a new National 
Chief Justices Initiative for Mental Health Courts—thanks to Assemblywoman Sheila Leslie; 
and special efforts by individual judges, lawyers, and many others.   
 Not coincidentally, the prospective culling out of current inmates can save millions of dollars 
in new prison construction and millions of dollars in inmate housing costs.   
 In conclusion, I would like to make it absolutely clear that the resolution of over 750,000 
court matters within the judicial system last year could not have occurred without one of the 
most important collaborations in the history of state government—a partnership, in fact, that has 
formed between and among the judiciary, the Legislature, and local governments over the last 20 
years.  The people in this room, working with the judiciary, have time after time, session after 
session, stepped to the plate and given us the necessary personnel, facilities, and technology to 
do our important work.   
 But none of our recent progress could have been made without the long-term relationship that 
has grown between our respective staffs. These include our department heads, the 
Administrative Office of the Courts led by Ron Titus; your fiscal analysts; the Legislative 
Counsel Bureau; and your individual staff members.  So, it is only fitting that we recognize all of 
these dedicated public servants.  They have worked tirelessly to ensure that we have been given 
the resources to do our jobs. All have our respect and all have our gratitude, and I applaud them 
tonight. 
 Let me close with this.  As everyone in this room understands, the majesty of Nevada goes far 
beyond its mountains, its lakes, and its wide expanses. Nevada’s true majesty is found in the 
hearts of its people.  Nevadans want to be able to prosper, they want to live here and contribute 
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to our great state, and ladies and gentlemen, we must create a safe environment for this to 
happen.  Nevadans also want the protection of the judiciary as the last great barrier between 
themselves and the power of government.  We as judges must renew our covenant to provide 
that protection fairly and expeditiously every time we take the bench to preside over court 
proceedings. 
 You, yourselves, renew that very same covenant every time you enter this building. So as we 
in the judiciary and you in the Legislature go about the people’s business, it is essential that your 
work with us continue—continue in line with the great tradition of cooperation and good will 
that has been built up between us over the last 20 years.  This, ladies and gentlemen, is our 
shared destiny. Thank you very much. 

 Senator Weiner moved that the Senate and Assembly in Joint Session 
extend a vote of thanks to Chief Justice Maupin for his timely, able and 
constructive message. 
 Seconded by Assemblyman Hogan. 
 Motion carried unanimously. 

 The Committee on Escort escorted Chief Justice Maupin to the bar of the 
Assembly. 

 Senator Schneider moved that the Joint Session be dissolved. 
 Seconded by Assemblyman Oceguera. 
 Motion carried. 

 Joint Session dissolved at 5:32 p.m. 

ASSEMBLY IN SESSION 

 At 5:33 p.m. 
 Madam Speaker presiding. 
 Quorum present. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SIGNING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

 There being no objections, the Speaker and Chief Clerk signed Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 7. 

GUESTS EXTENDED PRIVILEGE OF ASSEMBLY FLOOR 

 On request of Assemblyman Anderson, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Ta-Tiana Anderson Hall 
and Mary Ann McCuliffe. 

 On request of Assemblyman Arberry, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Jack R. Chappelle. 

 On request of Assemblyman Beers, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Calvin Taylor. 

 On request of Assemblyman Bobzien, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Sarah Barragan and  
Tim Jones. 
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 On request of Assemblywoman Buckley, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to the following students of 
the Reed High School Intermezzo Choir: Andrew Ardans, Randy Arterburn-
Johnson, Derrick Atkinson, Alexa Bernal, Arion Choi, David Coyner,  
Jeff Daus-Davis, Shannon Eckes, Kyla Freund, Josh Gonzalez, Tim Hansen, 
Shane Harris, Samantha Johnson, Spencer Johnson, Blaine Johnston,  
Leslie Kanowitz, Michael Keever, Cameron Lacy, Chris Langton,  
Anne Lorentzen, Lisa Lorentzen, Danielle Lyons, Moses Magana,  
Ann Malone, Alexandra Martinez, Tyler Mason, Dru McPherson,  
Gwen McPherson, Tessa Miller, Jared Mitchell, Lindsay Panko,  
Jenna Saulnier, Brianne Stauss, Brooke Stauss, Catherine Van,  
Cameron Waldman, Chelsey White, Melody Wilson, and Tyler Wimbish; the 
following students of the McQueen High School Jazz Choir: Mitch Bottoset, 
Cathy Casaul, Brent Gonda, Christina Kishpaugh, Jordan Lee, Allen Lewis, 
Brielle Lichten, Casey Machen, Melodye Mericle, Madeline Queen,  
Sarah Shaffer, Chris Stanton, Kayla Tuso, and Audrey Watson. 

 On request of Assemblyman Carpenter, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Jonathan Flores and  
Jane Raley. 

 On request of Assemblyman Christensen, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Cooper Christensen. 

 On request of Assemblyman Cobb, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Pam Brekas. 

 On request of Assemblyman Denis, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Matthew Wilson. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Gansert, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Becky Elston, Edwin 
Sweeney and Joanne Wood. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Gerhardt, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Kate Wakeman. 

 On request of Assemblyman Grady, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Shaun Griffin and  
Jordan Musser. 

 On request of Assemblyman Kihuen, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Diane Clary. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Kirkpatrick, the privilege of the floor of 
the Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Jill Berryman. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Leslie, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Heather Hardy. 
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 On request of Assemblyman Marvel, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Natasha Bourlin and  
Larry Engsrom. 

 On request of Assemblyman Oceguera, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Pat Clary. 

 On request of Assemblyman Ohrenschall, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Francine Burge. 

 On request of Assemblyman Parks, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Alan Harvey. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Parnell, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to the following students from 
Carson High School: Adriana Aguirne, Yesenia Ambriz-Gomez,  
Josefina Avina, Laurel Chapman, Cody Curran, Heather Hobdy,  
Jennifer Jones, Linda Lane, Rocio Lopez, Jennifer Atchian, Alyssa Avila, 
Austin Bartosz, Caitlin Berger, Rebekah Crounk, Marco Diamantini,  
Hollie Eiswert, Jared Elkins, Juan Garcia, Derek Giurlani, Jeremiah James, 
Neil Jasso, Tracie Kruse, Richard Lindgren, Karla Llamas, Luis Lopez, 
Jordan Miller, Kacey Mosley, Juliet Newman, Samantha Nybloom, 
Stephanie Painter, Mayra Rios, Anthony Riviera, Christian Sanborn,  
Karena Sanchez, Ann Sinnott, Libni Villegas, and Nicole Wengren; teacher 
Jim Franz; Sabina Bye and Nancy Mielke. 

 On request of Assemblyman Segerblom, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Mary Ellen Horan. 

 On request of Assemblyman Settelmeyer, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Sharon Schlegal. 

 On request of Assemblywoman Smith, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Scott Faulkner. 

 On request of Assemblyman Stewart, the privilege of the floor of the 
Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Karla Kwist and  
Brittany Marie Waltz. 

 Assemblyman Oceguera moved that the Assembly adjourn until Thursday, 
March 8, 2007, at 11 a.m. 
 Motion carried. 

 Assembly adjourned at 5:34 p.m.  

Approved: BARBARA E. BUCKLEY 
 Speaker of the Assembly 
Attest: SUSAN FURLONG REIL 
  Chief Clerk of the Assembly 
 


