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THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY 
   

 
CARSON CITY (Wednesday), March 7, 2007 

 
 Senate called to order at 11:03 a.m. 
 President Krolicki presiding. 
 Roll called. 
 All present. 
 Prayer by the Chaplain, Pastor Albert Tilstra. 
 Father, remove from us from the sophistication of our age and the skepticism that has come, 
like frost, to blight our faith and to make it weak. Bring us back to a faith that makes men and 
women great and strong, a faith that enables us to love and to live, the faith by which we are 
triumphant, the faith by which alone we can walk and talk with You. 

AMEN. 

 President Krolicki requested that his remarks be entered in the Journal. 
 We are delighted to announce that the National Anthem will be presented by the McQueen 
High School Jazz Choir whose members are: Justin Arnold, Lisa Berlemann, Elisabeth Buck, 
Steven Dolder, Elizabeth Engstrom, Ben Gonda, Taylor Hollaway, Jessica Khan, Ashley 
Lordon, Aljen Manuzon, Christina Markwell, James Meservy, Jessica Obrist-Chapel, Chikezie 
Okorie, Abigail Pastrell, Geoffrey Scott and teacher: Maribeth Burt. 
 
 Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 Senator Raggio moved that further reading of the Journal be dispensed 
with, and the President and Secretary be authorized to make the necessary 
corrections and additions. 
 Motion carried. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Mr. President: 
 Your Committee on Commerce and Labor, to which was referred Senate Bill No. 99, has had 
the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with the recommendation: 
Do pass. 

RANDOLPH J. TOWNSEND, Chair 
 
Mr. President: 
 Your Committee on Judiciary, to which were referred Senate Bills Nos. 168, 177; Assembly 
Bill No. 26, has had the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with 
the recommendation: Do pass. 

MARK E. AMODEI, Chair 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY 
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, Carson City, March 6, 2007 

To the Honorable the Senate: 
 I have the honor to inform your honorable body that the Assembly on this day adopted Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 9. 
 SUSAN FURLONG REIL 
 Chief Clerk of the Assembly 
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INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERENCE 
 By Senator Care: 
 Senate Bill No. 225—AN ACT making an appropriation to the Department 
of Education for the development of a program that provides electronic 
access to information relating to pupils; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 
 Senator Care moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator Amodei: 
 Senate Bill No. 226—AN ACT relating to state parks; creating a revolving 
account for the use of the Division of State Parks of the State Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources to pay the expenses involved in thinning 
the forests in state parks; making an appropriation; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Amodei moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator Heck (by request): 
 Senate Bill No. 227—AN ACT relating to dead human bodies; clarifying 
that the Nevada State Funeral Board may take disciplinary action for certain 
violations relating to dead human bodies; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Heck moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator Heck: 
 Senate Bill No. 228—AN ACT relating to emergency medical services; 
enacting provisions related to the access, sharing and confidentiality of 
certain information by various medical review committees; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Heck moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on Human 
Resources and Education. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By the Committee on Commerce and Labor: 
 Senate Bill No. 229—AN ACT relating to warrantors of vehicle protection 
products; requiring the registration and regulation of warrantors and related 
sellers and warranty administrators; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 
 Senator Nolan moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor. 
 Motion carried. 
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 By the Committee on Legislative Operations and Elections: 
 Senate Bill No. 230—AN ACT relating to elections; requiring that a 
person signing a petition for an initiative or a referendum shall print his given 
name followed by his surname on the petition; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Cegavske moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Legislative Operations and Elections. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator Heck: 
 Senate Bill No. 231—AN ACT relating to prescription drugs; providing 
expressly for the confidentiality of the contents of a prescription on file in a 
pharmacy; prohibiting any person who has access to the contents of a 
prescription on file in a pharmacy from divulging any of the contents of the 
prescription to any person with certain exceptions; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Heck moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senators Titus, Horsford, Wiener, Raggio, Cegavske, Coffin, Hardy, 
Heck, McGinness, Schneider and Woodhouse: 
 Senate Bill No. 232—AN ACT relating to sex offenders; revising the 
provisions pertaining to pleas involving sexual offenses; revising the 
provisions concerning certain sex offenders who are on lifetime supervision 
or released on parole, probation or a suspended sentence; increasing the 
minimum sentence for certain sexual offenses committed against a child; 
revising the penalty for a violation of a condition imposed pursuant to the 
program of lifetime supervision of sex offenders; providing penalties; and 
providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Titus moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary. 
 Motion carried. 
 

SECOND READING AND AMENDMENT 
 Senate Bill No. 81. 
 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 
 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 
 Senator Hardy moved that Senate Bill No. 83 be taken from the General 
File and placed on the Secretary's desk. 
 Remarks by Senator Hardy. 
 Motion carried. 
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GENERAL FILE AND THIRD READING 
 Senate Bill No. 47. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 47: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 47 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. President 
declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 56. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 56: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 56 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. President 
declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 66. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Remarks by Senators Schneider, Raggio, McGinness, Care, Amodei, 
Nolan and Rhoads. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 66: 
 YEAS—14. 
 NAYS—Hardy, Heck, McGinness, Rhoads, Schneider, Townsend, Washington—7. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 66 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. President 
declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 70. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 70: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 70 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. President 
declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 78. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 78: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
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 Senate Bill No. 78 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. President 
declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 111. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 111: 
 YEAS—20. 
 NAYS—Titus. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 111 having received a constitutional majority, 
Mr. President declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 136. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 136: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 136 having received a constitutional majority, 
Mr. President declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 140. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 140: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 140 having received a constitutional majority, 
Mr. President declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 193. 
 Bill read third time. 
 Remarks by Senators Raggio and Titus. 
 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 193: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 193 having received a constitutional majority, 
Mr. President declared it passed. 
 Bill ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
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 Senate Joint Resolution No. 1. 
 Resolution read third time. 
 Remarks by Senator Cegavske. 
 Roll call on Senate Joint Resolution No. 1: 
 YEAS—21. 
 NAYS—None. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 having received a constitutional majority, 
Mr. President declared it passed. 
 Resolution ordered transmitted to the Assembly. 
 
 Senator Raggio moved that the Senate recess until 4:45 p.m. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 Senate in recess at 12:03 p.m. 
 

SENATE IN SESSION 
 At 4:50 p.m. 
 President Krolicki presiding. 
 Quorum present. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Mr. President: 
 Your Committee on Government Affairs, to which were referred Senate Bills Nos. 121, 122, 
139, 162, 196, has had the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back 
with the recommendation: Do pass. 

WARREN B. HARDY II, Chair 
 

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERENCE 
 By Senators Heck, Hardy, Rhoads, Cegavske, Washington, Amodei, Beers, 
McGinness, Nolan, Townsend; Assemblymen Mabey, Cobb, Marvel, Hardy, 
Christensen, Allen, Beers, Carpenter, Gansert, Goedhart, Goicoechea, Grady, 
Settelmeyer, Stewart and Weber: 
 Senate Bill No. 233—AN ACT relating to state financial administration; 
repealing certain excise taxes on financial institutions; requiring financial 
institutions to pay the excise tax imposed on employers based on the wages 
paid to their employees; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 
 Senator Heck moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Taxation. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By the Committee on Government Affairs: 
 Senate Bill No. 234—AN ACT relating to public works; exempting 
contracts for certain projects within redevelopment areas from procedures for 
competitive bidding; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
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 Senator Hardy moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Government Affairs. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator Beers: 
 Senate Bill No. 235—AN ACT relating to common-interest communities; 
providing that the declaration of a homeowners' association may be amended 
by vote or agreement of a majority of all votes cast by units' owners; 
prohibiting the vote of a unit's owner from being cast by another person 
under certain circumstances; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 
 Senator Beers moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senator McGinness (by request): 
 Senate Bill No. 236—AN ACT relating to motor vehicles; requiring any 
person driving on a highway with a load which consists of sand, aggregate, 
rock or gravel to cover the load with a secure covering; providing a penalty; 
and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator McGinness moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Transportation and Homeland Security. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By Senators Lee, Hardy, Beers and Assemblyman Settelmeyer: 
 Senate Bill No. 237—AN ACT relating to concealed firearms; authorizing 
a person who holds a permit to carry a concealed firearm issued by another 
state to carry a concealed firearm in this State under certain circumstances; 
revising various other provisions governing permits to carry concealed 
firearms; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Lee moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 By the Committee on Human Resources and Education: 
 Senate Bill No. 238—AN ACT relating to education; authorizing the 
boards of trustees of school districts to establish a program of empowerment 
schools for the public schools of the school district; authorizing public 
schools to develop empowerment plans; prescribing the process for the 
approval of empowerment plans by the boards of trustees of school districts; 
making appropriations; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 Senator Washington moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Human Resources and Education. 
 Motion carried. 
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 By the Committee on Human Resources and Education: 
 Senate Bill No. 239—AN ACT relating to education; creating the 
P-16 Advisory Council to assist in the coordination between elementary, 
secondary and higher education in this State; providing for the organization, 
powers and duties of the Council; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 
 Senator Washington moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Human Resources and Education. 
 Motion carried. 
 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 
 The Sergeant at Arms announced that Assemblymen Marvel and Munford 
were at the bar of the Senate. Assemblyman Marvel invited the Senate to 
meet in Joint Session with the Assembly to hear Chief Justice A. William 
Maupin. 

 Mr. President announced that if there were no objections, the Senate would 
recess subject to the call of the Chair. 

 Senate in recess at 4:56 p.m. 

IN JOINT SESSION 
 At 4:59 p.m. 
 President Krolicki presiding. 

 The Secretary of the Senate called the Senate roll. 
 All present except Senators Care and Raggio, who were excused. 
 
 The Chief Clerk of the Assembly called the Assembly roll. 
 All present except Assemblymen Claborn and Smith, who were excused. 
 
 Mr. President appointed a Committee on Escort consisting of 
Senator Rhoads and Assemblyman Parks to wait upon Chief Justice A. 
William Maupin and escort him to the Assembly Chamber. 
 
 Mr. President appointed a Committee on Escort consisting of Senator Heck 
and Assemblyman Anderson to wait upon the Nevada Supreme Court 
Justices and escort them to the Assembly Chamber. 
 
 Chief Justice Maupin delivered his message. 

MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF NEVADA 
SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION, 2007 

 Thank you very much for that warm reception. 
 Governor Gibbons, Madam Speaker, Senator Raggio, Constitutional Officers, members of the 
Nevada State Senate and members of the Nevada State Assembly, it is my privilege to address 
you tonight on the state of the Nevada Judiciary, and I thank you for this opportunity.  I speak on 
behalf of my colleagues on the State Supreme Court: Justice Mark Gibbons, Justice James 
Hardesty, Justice Ron Parraguirre, Justice Michael Douglas, Justice Michael Cherry and Justice 
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Nancy Saitta. Justice Saitta is not with us tonight. She is in New York attending a national 
summit on children as part of her agreement to work with us on the Court Improvement Project, 
an important project that provides federal grant money administered by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts here in our State. 
 I also speak for our 64 colleagues around the State who serve in our District Courts and our 
81 colleagues around this State who serve as Municipal Court Judges and Justices of the Peace. 
 Before I begin, I would like to dedicate this message to an individual who has, as much as 
any one person in recent history, added greatly to the Nevada judicial landscape—Dean Richard 
Morgan of the Boyd School of Law. 
 Dean Morgan came to us from Arizona State University after this body approved funding for 
a new law school to be housed on the campus of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  With 
consummate skill, he gathered a top-flight faculty, effectively engaged in private fundraising, set 
protocols for student admissions, and set a course for full American Bar Association 
accreditation in record time. The Law School has proved to be an important component in the 
improvement of the practice of law in this State and in the improvement of our Judiciary. Every 
year the Boyd School of Law enriches the practice of law through its graduates, and every year 
its law review provides critical analysis of our judicial processes. Dean Morgan has now decided 
to retire. It is only fitting that the Judiciary and Legislature join tonight in recognizing his 
everlasting contribution to our State. 
 Turning now, to the state of the Nevada Judiciary, in summary and in short, the state of the 
Judiciary is as follows: 
 Our Municipal Courts, charged primarily with hearing trials of misdemeanor offenses 
committed within incorporated cities, everything from petit theft to traffic violations, heard and 
resolved over 310,000 matters last fiscal year. 
 Justice Courts, charged with hearing trials of misdemeanor offenses committed in the 
unincorporated areas of Nevada counties, hearing small civil cases and screening major criminal 
cases for trial in district court, heard over 418,000 matters last year.  
 District Courts around the State, charged with hearing trials of all major civil and criminal 
actions, heard and resolved over 26,000 civil cases last year and over 15,000 criminal cases. The 
Family Divisions of the two large districts resolved almost 47,000 matters. 
 The Supreme Court, one of the busiest appeals courts in the Country charged with hearing all 
appeals from final decisions rendered statewide by the district court system, decided over 
2,300 cases last year. In the last ten years, the Court's inventory has been reduced from over 
2,500 cases to less than 1,400 at year's end. But, for the first time since 1998, that trend is 
threatened by filings in excess of 2,000 new cases in each of the last two years. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, in their totality, our tasks involve the quality resolution of thousands 
of public and private disputes that come through our court system. Your Judiciary is working. 
 That, in the traditional sense of reports on the state of the Judiciary, is the state of the 
Judiciary. 
 But, I did not come here, tonight, to repeat a litany of comparative statistics and programs, 
programs that you have heard about before, programs that continue to prosper and grow as you 
intended. Rather, I want to talk with you about the joint legacy this Legislature and your Court 
System will leave behind. 
 Today, right now, we face a series of crises related to the Judicial System that tax the fiber of 
our State's resolve and its resources. There are confirmed reports of children in danger in our 
foster-care system. We have overcrowded and understaffed prisons. There is pernicious and 
malignant growth of addiction to modern and more powerful illicit drugs. We are now 
experiencing overstressed court dockets creating undesirable compromises in processing serious 
criminal cases. We have unacceptable delays in the resolution of civil cases of all types, 
including unacceptable delays in dealing with families and children. We have outdated or even 
antiquated court facilities in places in this State. 
 These challenges are here before us today, but they are not unapproachable, and they are not 
unsolvable. They can be turned into the great opportunities of this generation if we properly 
apply the considerable resources at our disposal, all to the end that this State continue in its role 
as the greatest place in this Country to live, work and raise families.  
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 This is our time to fulfill our respective destinies. I believe those destinies, as I will mention 
later, are historically and inextricably intertwined. 
 As I hope to demonstrate, we in the Judiciary are keeping our pledge to do our utmost to 
apply existing resources to these problems. We continue to ask your help in addressing them.  
However, to provide continued adequate justice to this State, we will need more qualified and 
experienced judges, appropriate incentives to keep veteran jurists on board and to entice quality 
lawyers into the judiciary, improved penal facilities and programs, improved and expanded 
noncustodial programs, and expanded programs and resources to make sure dependent children 
are kept safe. 
 If we can keep faith with our shared destinies to attack these issues, we can and we will form 
a shared legacy that no one now living here will ever forget. 
 Several current programs and new ideas come to mind.  
 With regard to our crowded prison system, as noted a week and one half ago in the 
Reno Gazette-Journal, there are a number of views as to what has caused this. Some believe that 
it is the advent of new and powerful street drugs such as methamphetamine; some believe that 
increasingly harsh punishments and lack of rehabilitation programs are the key components. 
Others blame a lack of commitment to noncustodial treatment programs for the mentally ill or 
for persons with alcohol or drug-dependency problems. Others blame schools or the 
disintegration of the family. Others blame society as a whole, and others blame it on a growing 
culture of nonresponsibility for individual actions. 
 In my own view, the current state of our criminal justice system has resulted from a tragic and 
complex confluence of all these factors. But, let me assure you, attacking only one facet will 
accomplish nothing.  We need an all-out and varied approach that first and foremost continues 
the identification of the most dangerous defendants and separates them from the rest of society. 
Overcrowding works against this and works against any hope of dealing with these people 
beyond simply warehousing them. Over and above this primary responsibility, we would 
propose approaches that would give judges more independent discretion in sentencing, that 
would provide comprehensive alternatives to incarceration and that would make room for the 
most dangerous criminals by considering highly-conditioned releases of offenders who pose 
minimal public safety issues. This would include inmates serving mandatory prison sentences, 
inmates who have recently been revoked from probation for minor violations and inmates who 
would be deported to their home countries through cooperation with federal authorities. 
 We also recommend providing improved community-reentry programs for prisoners with 
substance addictions and the placement of more intense counseling programs within our schools 
to keep children in school. 
 With regard to this last issue, there is one common denominator in the criminal justice 
system: some 95 percent of criminal defendants have not gone beyond the eleventh grade in high 
school. 
 With regard to short-run problems of overcrowding, Justice Hardesty is currently working 
with the Governor's staff, Legislators, prosecutors, law enforcement, prison officials and federal 
authorities in studying the feasibility of paroling 400 to 700 prisoners to deportation holds for 
their immediate removal from the United States. During this process, federal authorities have 
suggested other programs using federal funds that would expand the identification of illegal 
aliens through varied law-enforcement initiatives that would also address local gang warfare and 
widespread use of fraudulent identity changes and identity theft.  The Supreme Court stands by 
Justice Hardesty's efforts in this regard. 
 We should also embrace experiments with younger adult offenders. As a district court judge 
in Clark County, I started a pilot program under which probationable adult offenders under 
23 years of age were separately sentenced in individual hearings, away from the older 
defendants. Of the approximately 30 participants in this program, which involved agreed-to 
private meetings with the defendants without the presence of the attorneys, all were placed on 
probation; only one ever returned for revocation. 
 Turning now to specialty courts, which are a very important component in dealing with the 
problem of overcrowding and the problems with drug addiction and mental health issues of our 
citizens. We have been blessed by the commitment of our more senior members of the District 
Court Bench with the creation and development of Specialty Courts across this State. These 
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include Judge Jack Lehman, the founder of the Drug Court Program in Las Vegas; Judges Peter 
Breen, Archie Blake, John McGroarty, Mike Griffin and Robert Lane; and more recently, Judge 
Andrew Puccinelli in Elko and Judge Jackie Glass in Clark County. These programs diverted 
some 3,000 people last year out of the Criminal Justice System. Whether defendants are addicted 
to drugs, alcohol or suffer from mental problems, Specialty Courts are on the front line to help 
rehabilitate these individuals. We should also remember that the people helped by these 
programs would represent a considerable portion of the current Nevada inmate population, 
which is approaching 12,000 as we speak here, tonight. 
 We want to stress further that the primary burden in the Specialty Court area falls on our 
senior judges and that the larger counties absolutely depend upon the Senior Judge Program to 
keep Specialty Courts current and effective without taking elected judges in the two largest 
Districts from their regular caseloads. This is one of the reasons why we will be asking you to 
continue funding the Senior Judge Program separate and apart from Specialty Court funding. 
 In addition to providing service as Drug Court judges, our senior judges fill in for judges 
around the State when needed, provide valuable service as settlement mediators in major cases, 
and help local courts with calendar congestion when caseloads become more than existing 
judges can handle. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, as we sit here tonight, a cancer is pervasively invading our 
State―methamphetamine. This cancer has done more to destroy lives than almost any other 
street drug yet invented. As a District Court judge in Clark County in the mid-1990s, I first 
learned of the fantastic destruction this drug can wreak upon the user and others. In the three or 
four hostage-standoff cases over which I presided, every single defendant was high on 
methamphetamine. Every one terrorized immediate family members, neighbors, other bystanders 
and even the police that responded. 
 Methamphetamine is also the single-most addictive street drug yet developed. In its profound 
totality, this drug not only creates incredibly dangerous criminal confrontations, it destroys the 
lives of the users, their children and their families.  In fact, this drug is killing our young people, 
eating away their valuable lives before they even really begin to live. It is only right that I ask 
you, not only as your Chief Justice but as a resident of this State, that you do everything in your 
power to bring this modern plague to its knees. 
 This means resources for law enforcement and incarceration, particularly for manufacturers 
and pushers. From our standpoint, we ask that you make a considerable General Fund 
commitment to our Specialty Courts to try and help those in the vice of this terrible addiction. In 
this, we laud the efforts of our First Lady, Dawn Gibbons.  Society benefits greatly from these 
programs with reduced recidivism, taking these defendants out of the revolving door of the 
Criminal Justice System and creating citizens who contribute to our State instead of sapping 
valuable resources from Nevada taxpayers. 
 Turning now to issues related to child dependency, we have all responded with great concern 
over the recent reports of deaths and injuries of children in dependent and foster care situations 
in Clark County and elsewhere in Nevada. Judges in these matters are faced with heartbreaking 
situations with too little time and too little resources. 
 We must do all we can as judges in helping the helpless. To this end, yesterday at 
three o'clock, the Supreme Court issued an order, effective July 1, redeploying a judge of the 
Eighth Judicial District Family Division to help Judge Gerry Hardcastle with this terribly 
congested docket. For years I have watched this judge, with every fiber of his being, try to help 
these children. I want you to also know that the Family Division of the Clark County District 
Court has unanimously agreed to support Judge Hardcastle in this redeployment and has agreed 
to take on the resulting additional caseloads—caseloads that already stagger the imagination and 
need to be relieved with additional judicial positions at the state level and by additional masters 
and other support personnel at the local level. 
 More than that, this Court and the State Bar, through State Bar President Rew Goodenow, 
will seek to recruit more lawyers to provide volunteer representation of Nevada children who 
find themselves in dependency and foster-care situations. Most will join the Children's Attorney 
Project in Las Vegas, where these volunteers assist lawyers at Clark County Legal Services who 
have taken the primary brunt of these caseloads. We pledge to you, tonight, that we on the 
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Supreme Court and District Judges across this State will become personally involved in this 
effort. 
 But, we also want to make clear that the current practice of placing the burden on a few 
dedicated staff lawyers at Clark County Legal Services and on the backs of volunteers is 
fundamentally irresponsible. In the long run, the state and local governments must fund more 
full-time attorney positions to represent these children. In its most fundamental terms, if adult 
offenders in the Criminal Justice System have a right to legal representation under the 
Sixth Amendment of the United States Constitution, we should create such a right for dependent 
children under Nevada Law. 
 As you may have surmised, everything mentioned tonight—triage of the most dangerous 
criminals, increased judicial discretion, short run evaluation of the current prison population, 
specialty courts and innovative sentencing alternatives—all have a common thread—more 
individualized justice instead of mass-produced injustice, injustice that compromises the very 
safety and well-being of our people. 
 I would like to now address one of the most dangerous locations in this State. I am not 
referring to some street-gang location in Las Vegas; I am not referring to a crack house in 
northern Nevada, and I am not referring to the freeway interchanges in Reno and Las Vegas. In 
truth and in fact, I am referring to the White Pine County Court House. Ladies and gentlemen, 
Nevada's most dangerous criminal defendants, those incarcerated at the Ely State Prison, 
frequently appear in court in Ely and sit in a witness box that is within arm's reach of juror 
positions one and two.  Many of you have seen the videotape of the facility I asked Judges Papez 
and DoBrescu to make. I defy any one of us in this room to try and quell a disturbance started by 
a desperate and physically imposing prisoner with nothing to lose but an opportunity to create 
further havoc. White Pine County needs our help. It stepped up, and it volunteered to accept 
placement of the prison there, but it cannot now afford to solve the problems attendant to its 
beautiful but antiquated court facility. Now, I know our more populace counties need our help 
also, but please find a way to help this County. This would be an appropriate time for political 
altruism to help this County help itself and the State as a whole. 
 Needless to say, if we are to continue past successes and create new ones, considerable costs 
and commitments are involved. More judges, more courtrooms and more operatives will be 
required, but much of this is already in place with existing infrastructures—business courts, 
which we created to fulfill your mandate to help Nevada become a business-friendly state so as 
to diversify its economy; construction defect dockets; Senior Judge Settlement Programs in the 
District Courts; Mandatory Arbitration Programs; Short Jury Trial Programs for civil cases; 
Specialty Courts in place supported by our existing senior judges; the Children's Attorney 
Project in Las Vegas; the Court Improvement Project, which provides grants for training lawyers 
and local personnel concerning dependency representation and other matters; grants for a new 
National Chief Justices Initiative for Mental Health Courts—thanks to Assemblywoman Sheila 
Leslie―and special efforts by individual judges, lawyers and many others. 
 Not coincidentally, the prospective culling out of current inmates can save millions of dollars 
in new prison construction and millions of dollars in inmate-housing costs. 
 In conclusion, I would like to make it absolutely clear that the resolution of over 
750,000 court matters within the Judicial System last year could not have occurred without one 
of the most important collaborations in the history of state government—a partnership that has 
formed between and among the Judiciary, the Legislature and local governments over the last 
20 years. The people in this room, working with the Judiciary, have time after time, session after 
session, stepped to the plate and given us the necessary personnel, facilities and technology to do 
our important work. 
 But, none of our recent progress could have been made without the long-term relationship 
that has grown between our respective staffs. These include our department heads, the 
Administrative Office of the Courts led by Ron Titus; your Fiscal Analysts; the Legislative 
Counsel Bureau; and your individual staff members. It is only fitting that we recognize all of 
these dedicated public servants. They have worked tirelessly to ensure that we have been given 
the resources to do our jobs. All have our respect, and all have our gratitude, and I applaud them 
tonight. 
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 Let me close with this. As everyone in this room understands, the majesty of Nevada goes far 
beyond its mountains, its lakes and its wide expanses. Nevada's true majesty is found in the 
hearts of its people. Nevadans want to be able to prosper; they want to live here and contribute to 
our great State, and ladies and gentlemen, we must create a safe environment for this to happen. 
Nevadans also want the protection of the Judiciary as the last great barrier between themselves 
and the power of government. We as judges must renew our covenant to provide that protection 
fairly and expeditiously every time we take the bench to preside over court proceedings. 
 You, yourselves, renew that very same covenant every time you enter this building. So as we 
in the Judiciary and you in the Legislature go about the people's business, it is essential that your 
work with us continue—continue in line with the great tradition of cooperation and good will 
that has been built up between us over the last 20 years. This, ladies and gentlemen, is our shared 
destiny. Thank you very much. 

 Senator Wiener moved that the Senate and Assembly in Joint Session 
extend a vote of thanks to Chief Justice Maupin for his timely, able and 
constructive message. 
 Motion carried. 

 The Committee on Escort escorted Chief Justice Maupin to the bar of the 
Assembly. 

 Senator Schneider moved that the Joint Session be dissolved. 
 Motion carried. 

 Joint Session dissolved at 5:32 p.m. 

SENATE IN SESSION 
 At 5:35 p.m. 
 President Krolicki presiding. 
 Quorum present. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SIGNING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

 There being no objections, the President and Secretary signed Assembly 
Concurrent Resolution No. 8. 
 

REMARKS FROM THE FLOOR 
 Senator Mathews requested that her remarks be entered in the Journal. 
 Today in the audience, we have young men and women from Boys and Girls Clubs 
throughout the State who are competing to become Youth of the Year. They represent the 
communities of Las Vegas, Henderson, Nellis Air Force Base, Yerington, Reno, Elko and 
Carson City. 
 

GUESTS EXTENDED PRIVILEGE OF SENATE FLOOR 
 On request of Senator Hardy, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to David Branson. 
 
 On request of Senator Heck, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Angie Wallin and Jason Funk. 
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 On request of Senator Mathews, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Robyn Powers. 
 
 On request of Senator McGinness, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Jo Winter, Diane Dalton, Ella 
Johnston-Leger, Bob Johnston and Kay Johnston. 
 
 On request of Senator Nolan, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Debra Tarantino. 
 
 On request of Senator Raggio, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Kristen Avansino, Fred Davis, Calvin 
Casey and Kathleen Casey. 
 
 On request of Senator Rhoads, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Carol Foldvary-Anderson. 
 
 On request of Senator Schneider, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Candy Schneider. 
 
 On request of Senator Titus, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Anita Laruy. 
 
 On request of Senator Washington, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Elisa Maser. 
 
 On request of Senator Woodhouse, the privilege of the floor of the Senate 
Chamber for this day was extended to Tim Young. 
 
 Senator Raggio moved that the Senate adjourn until Thursday, 
March 8, 2007, at 11 a.m. and that it do in memory of Lance Corporal Raul 
Bravo Jr. from Elko who lost his life in Iraq. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 Senate adjourned at 5:36 p.m. 
 
Approved: BRIAN K. KROLICKI 
 President of the Senate 
Attest: CLAIRE J. CLIFT 
 Secretary of the Senate 


