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Amendment No. 501 

 

Assembly Amendment to Assembly Bill No. 577  (BDR 40-1035) 

Proposed by: Assembly Committee on Health and Human Services 

Amends:  Summary: No Title: Yes Preamble: No Joint Sponsorship: No Digest: Yes 
 

ASSEMBLY ACTION Initial and Date | SENATE ACTION Initial and Date 

 Adopted Lost   | Adopted Lost   

 Concurred In Not    | Concurred In Not    

 Receded Not    | Receded Not    

EXPLANATION: Matter in (1) blue bold italics is new language in the original 
bill; (2) green bold italic underlining is new language proposed in this amendment; 
(3) red strikethrough is deleted language in the original bill; (4) purple double 
strikethrough is language proposed to be deleted in this amendment; (5) orange 
double underlining is deleted language in the original bill that is proposed to be 
retained in this amendment; and (6) green bold is newly added transitory language. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 577–COMMITTEE ON  
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
MARCH 26, 2007 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services 

 
SUMMARY—Requires certain medical facilities to establish a program for safe 

handling of patients. (BDR 40-1035) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to medical facilities; requiring certain medical facilities to 

establish a program and policy relating to the safe handling of patients; 
requiring such a facility to establish a committee on safe handling of 
patients; requiring such a facility to submit annual reports to the 
Legislature concerning the safe handling of patients; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 This bill requires a hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] to establish a committee 1 
on safe handling of patients. The committee is required to develop a program for safe handling 2 
of patients and recommend the program to the hospital or facility for skilled nursing . [care.] 3 
The hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] is required to adopt a program for safe 4 
handling of patients, including annual training for employees on safe handling of patients and 5 
an annual evaluation of the policy. 6 
 This bill also requires the hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] to consider the 7 
incorporation of lifting equipment when constructing or remodeling the facility [.] and to 8 
submit annual reports to the Legislature concerning the safe handling of patients. 9 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 449 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the 1 
provisions set forth as sections 2 to [7,] 9, inclusive, of this act. 2 
 Sec. 2.  As used in sections 2 to [7,] 9, inclusive, of this act, unless the 3 
context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in sections 3 [, 4 and 5] 4 
to 6, inclusive, of this act have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 5 
 Sec. 3.  “Lifting equipment” means a mechanical device designed to assist 6 
or aid in the lifting, transfer , transport or repositioning of a patient. 7 
 Sec. 4.  “Lifting team” means a group of persons [specifically] trained to 8 
conduct a lift, transfer , transport or significant repositioning of [a] an immobile 9 
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or obese large child or adult patient, with or without the assistance of lifting 1 
equipment. 2 
 Sec. 5.  “Manual handling” means the use of a caregiver’s hands and 3 
muscle strength, unaided by technology or lifting equipment, to lift, transfer, 4 
transport or reposition a patient. 5 
 [Sec. 5.]  Sec. 6.  “Safe handling of a patient” means the use of manual 6 
handling, lifting teams or lifting equipment to lift, transfer , transport or 7 
reposition a patient. 8 
 [Sec. 6.]  Sec. 7.  1.  [A] Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a 9 
hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] shall establish a committee on safe 10 
handling of patients. The committee must consist of an equal number of members 11 
who: 12 
 (a) Represent the interests of the ownership or management of the hospital 13 
or facility for skilled nursing ; [care;] and 14 
 (b) Provide medical care directly to the patients at the hospital or facility for 15 
skilled nursing . [care.] 16 
 2.  If an official committee on staffing or patient care exists at a hospital or 17 
facility for skilled nursing and the committee includes at least one nurse who is 18 
not a representative of management of the hospital or facility for skilled nursing, 19 
the committee on staffing or patient care shall serve as the committee on safe 20 
handling of patients. 21 
 3.  The committee on safe handling of patients shall: 22 
 (a) Design a program for safe handling of patients at the hospital or facility 23 
for skilled nursing ; [care;] and 24 
 (b) Recommend the program designed pursuant to paragraph (a) to the 25 
hospital or facility for skilled nursing . [care.] 26 
 [Sec. 7.]  Sec. 8.  1.  A hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] shall 27 
adopt a program for safe handling of patients which must include, without 28 
limitation: 29 
 (a) The policy of the hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care for the] for: 30 
  (1) The required use of lifting teams or lifting equipment ; 31 
  (2) Manual handling and the reduction of hazards relating to manual 32 
handling; and 33 
  (3) The lifting or significant repositioning of an immobile or obese large 34 
child or adult patient, 35 
� in all units and during all shifts. 36 
 (b) Annual training for persons employed by the hospital or facility for 37 
skilled nursing on: 38 
  (1) The policy for the use of manual handling, lifting teams and lifting 39 
equipment adopted pursuant to paragraph (a); 40 
  (2) The proper use of lifting equipment; and 41 
  (3) The proper use of lifting teams. 42 
 (c) An annual evaluation of the policy adopted pursuant to paragraph (a). 43 
 (d) If the hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] is constructing or 44 
renovating a building, a consideration of the incorporation of lifting equipment 45 
into the building. 46 
 (e) Procedures that allow an employee to refuse to be involved in handling of 47 
a patient that the employee believes in good faith will expose the patient or an 48 
employee to an unacceptable risk of injury. An employee who follows the 49 
procedure in good faith must not be the subject of disciplinary action for the 50 
refusal. 51 
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 2.  When adopting the program for safe handling of patients pursuant to 1 
subsection 1, the hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care] shall consider, 2 
without limitation: 3 
 (a) The recommendations submitted to the hospital or facility for skilled 4 
nursing [care] pursuant to section [6] 7 of this act; and 5 
 (b) The safety of the patients at the hospital or facility for skilled nursing . 6 
[care.] 7 
 Sec. 9.  1.  A hospital or facility for skilled nursing shall prepare an 8 
annual report which includes, for the previous year: 9 
 (a) The number of employees who have received injuries relating to the 10 
lifting of patients; 11 
 (b) The collective number of days that employees were away from direct 12 
medical care because of injuries relating to the lifting of patients; 13 
 (c) The number of workers’ compensation claims that were filed because of 14 
injuries relating to the lifting of patients; 15 
 (d) The number of employees who were placed on light-duty assignments 16 
because of injuries relating to the lifting of patients; 17 
 (e) The number of employees who terminated their employment because of 18 
injuries relating to the lifting of patients; 19 
 (f) The policies and protocols relating to safe handling of patients that have 20 
been implemented; 21 
 (g) A list of the names of the members of the committee on safe handling of 22 
patients established pursuant to section 7 of this act and their positions with the 23 
hospital or facility for skilled nursing; and 24 
 (h) The calendar of the meetings of the committee on safe handling of 25 
patients that were held and the minutes of those meetings. 26 
 2.  The report prepared pursuant to subsection 1 must be submitted on or 27 
before June 10 of each year to: 28 
 (a) The Senate and Assembly standing committees with jurisdiction over 29 
health care issues, if the Legislature is in session; or 30 
 (b) The Legislative Committee on Health Care, if the Legislature is not in 31 
session. 32 
 Sec. 10.  NRS 449.160 is hereby amended to read as follows: 33 
 449.160  1.  The Health Division may deny an application for a license or 34 
may suspend or revoke any license issued under the provisions of NRS 449.001 to 35 
449.240, inclusive, and sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this act upon any of the 36 
following grounds: 37 
 (a) Violation by the applicant or the licensee of any of the provisions of NRS 38 
439B.410 or 449.001 to 449.245, inclusive, or sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this act 39 
or of any other law of this State or of the standards, rules and regulations adopted 40 
thereunder. 41 
 (b) Aiding, abetting or permitting the commission of any illegal act. 42 
 (c) Conduct inimical to the public health, morals, welfare and safety of the 43 
people of the State of Nevada in the maintenance and operation of the premises for 44 
which a license is issued. 45 
 (d) Conduct or practice detrimental to the health or safety of the occupants or 46 
employees of the facility. 47 
 (e) Failure of the applicant to obtain written approval from the Director of the 48 
Department of Health and Human Services as required by NRS 439A.100 or as 49 
provided in any regulation adopted pursuant to this chapter, if such approval is 50 
required. 51 
 2.  In addition to the provisions of subsection 1, the Health Division may 52 
revoke a license to operate a facility for the dependent if, with respect to that 53 
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facility, the licensee that operates the facility, or an agent or employee of the 1 
licensee: 2 
 (a) Is convicted of violating any of the provisions of NRS 202.470; 3 
 (b) Is ordered to but fails to abate a nuisance pursuant to NRS 244.360, 4 
244.3603 or 268.4124; or 5 
 (c) Is ordered by the appropriate governmental agency to correct a violation of 6 
a building, safety or health code or regulation but fails to correct the violation. 7 
 3.  The Health Division shall maintain a log of any complaints that it receives 8 
relating to activities for which the Health Division may revoke the license to 9 
operate a facility for the dependent pursuant to subsection 2. 10 
 4.  On or before February 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Health Division 11 
shall submit to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau a written report 12 
setting forth, for the previous biennium: 13 
 (a) Any complaints included in the log maintained by the Health Division 14 
pursuant to subsection 3; and 15 
 (b) Any disciplinary actions taken by the Health Division pursuant to 16 
subsection 2. 17 
 [Sec. 8.]  Sec. 11.  1.  A hospital or facility for skilled nursing [care shall 18 
adopt] shall: 19 
 (a) Adopt the program required by section [7] 8 of this act on or before 20 
January 10, [2010.] 2008. 21 
 (b) Submit its initial annual report pursuant to section 9 of this act on or 22 
before June 10, 2008. 23 
 2.  As used in this section: 24 
 (a) “Facility for skilled nursing ” [care”] has the meaning ascribed to it in  25 
NRS 449.0039. 26 
 (b) “Hospital” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 449.012. 27 

 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


