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SENATE BiLL No. 247-SENATORS WIENER, HORSFORD, WOODHOUSE, TITUS,
SCHNEIDER, AMODEI, CEGAVSKE, HECK, LEE, MATHEWS AND
WASHINGTON

MARCH 12, 2007

JOINT SPONSOR: ASSEMBLYWOMAN PARNELL

Referred to Committee on Human Resources and Education
SUMMARY—Creates the Nevada Y outh Legislative Issues Forum. (BDR 34-52)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: No.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets ferittec-material} is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to education; creating the Nevada Youth Legidative Issues
Forum; prescribing the membership, powers and duties of the Forum;
and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

L egislative Counsel’s Digest:

Sections 3-5 of this bill create the Nevada Y outh Legislative I ssues Forum, consisting of
21 members who are enrolled in grades 9-12 in public schools or otherwise eligible for
enrollment in public schools but enrolled in a homeschool or private school. Each Senator
appoints a member to the Forum. Sections 6-10 of this bill set forth the powers and duties of
the Forum. The Forum must hold at least two public hearings each school year, review issues
of importance to the youth in this State and submit an annual report of the activities of the
Forum. In addition, the Forum may, within the limits of available money, hold meetings
during a regular session of the Legidlature to advise the Legislature on proposed legislation
concerning the youth in this State. The Forum may also conduct seminars for the benefit of its
members relating to leadership, government and the legislative process. Finaly, the Forum
may submit frequestst a request for the drafting of fthree} one legislative freasurest
measur e which frelatel r elates to matters within the scope of the Forum.

WHEREAS, The United States is facing a population of youth that is disengaged
and lacks the necessary knowledge, skills and dispositions to participate in and
carry out civic duties; and

WHEREAS, In the 2004 presidential election, 53.1 percent of Nevadans over 25
years of age voted, compared with 38.4 percent among Nevadans 18 to 24 years of
age; and

WHEREAS, The lack of voter turnout for citizens who are 18 to 24 years of age
is often attributed to cynicism toward the political process, disillusionment with
politics, voter apathy and alack of acknowledgment by the media and politicians of
issues involving youth; and
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WHEREAS, Most governmental services are designed with input and
participation from the people being served; however, young people under the age of
18 are not allowed to vote and are often left out of the democratic process; and

WHEREAS, Severa issues are important to the youth in the nation as well as the
youth in this State, including, without limitation, education, employment
opportunities, participation in state and local government, a safe environment, the
prevention of substance abuse, emotional and physical well-being, foster care and
access to state and local services; and

WHEREAS, Research shows that the programs designed for youth which are
most effective at promoting positive outcomes are framed in terms of the
constructive assets the programs seek to build rather than the negative behaviors the
programs seek to avoid; and

WHEREAS, Thereis a growing need to reverse the trend of apathy by engaging
our youth directly with policymakers in a manner that will provide genuine
opportunities for our youth to acquire civic knowledge and develop the skills
necessary to participate fully in a democratic society; and

WHEREAS, Within the past 5 years, Maine, New Mexico, Washington and New
Hampshire have enacted bills that create a Youth lIssues Forum, which
institutionalizes the participation of youth in the policy-making process in those
states; and

WHEREAS, The creation of a Youth Issues Forum offers policymakers an
opportunity to learn from youth as well as provides a meaningful opportunity for
youth to learn about the policy-making process; and

WHEREAS, By providing an avenue for participation, this State will provide our
youth with an opportunity to understand the ideals of citizenship and to acquire the
knowledge and skills necessary to participate in effective government and
appreciate the value of American democracy; now, therefore,

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 385 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the
provisions set forth as sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this act.

Sec. 2. Asusedin sections2to 9, inclusive, of thisact, “Forum” means the
Nevada Youth Legidative | ssues Forum created by section 3 of this act.

Sec. 3. 1. The Nevada Youth Legidative Issues Forum is hereby created,
consisting of 21 members.

2. Each member of the Senate shall appoint a person who submits an
application and meets the qualifications for appointment set forth in section 4 of
thisact.

3. After theinitial terms:

(a) Appointments to the Forum must be made by each member of the Senate
before June 30 of each year.

(b) The term of each member of the Forum begins July 1 of the year of
appointment.

4. Each member of the Forum serves a term of 1 year and may be
reappointed if the member continues to meet the qualifications for appointment
set forth in section 4 of this act.

Sec. 4. 1. Tobeeligiblefor appointment to the Forum, a person must be a
resident of the senatorial district of the Senator who appoints him and must be:

HJ (a) Enrolled in a public schoal in this State in grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 for
the school year in which he serves; or



WNPRPOOONOUIRWNRPROOONOUBRWNRPROOONOUITRWNRPROOONOUIRARWNROOONOUORARWNE

Senate Amendment No. 122 to Senate Bill No. 247 Page 4

23 (b) Exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 392.070, but
otherwise eligible to enroll in a public school in this Statein grade 9, 10, 11 or 12
for the school year in which he serves.

2. A person who is eligible for appointment to the Forum may submit an
application on the form prescribed pursuant to subsection 3 to the Senator of the
senatorial district in which the person resides for_appointment or reappointment
to the Forum.

3. _The Director of the Legisative Counsel Bureau shall prescribe a form
for_applications submitted pursuant to this section, which must require the
signature of the principal of the school in which the applicant is enrolled or, if
the applicant is exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 392.070,
the signature of a member of the community in which the applicant resides other
than a relative of the applicant.

Sec. 5. 1. A position on the Forum becomes vacant upon:

(@) Thedeath or resignation of a member.

(b) The absence of a member for any reason from two consecutive meetings
of the Forum, unless excused by the Chairman of the Forum.

(c) A change of residency of a member which renders that member ineligible
under hisoriginal appointment.

2. A vacancy on the Forum must be filled for the remainder of the
unexpired term in the same manner asthe original appointment.

Sec. 6. 1. TheForum shall elect from among its members, to serve a term
of 1 year beginning on July 1 of each year:

(@) A Chairman, who shall conduct the meetings and oversee the formation
of committees as necessary to accomplish the business of the Forum. The
Chairman must be:

(1) Enralled in a public schoal in this State in grade 9, 10 or 11 for the
school year in which he serves; or

(2) Exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 392.070, but
otherwise eligibleto enroll in a public school in this State in grade 9, 10 or 11 for
the school year in which he serves.

(b) A Vice Chairman, who shall assist the Chairman and conduct the
meetings of the Forum if the Chairman is absent or otherwise unable to perform
hisduties.

2. TheDirector of the Legislative Counsel Bureau:

(a) Shall provide administrative support to the Forum.

(b) Shall, in the event of a vacancy on the Forum, notify the appropriate
appointing authority of such vacancy.

(c) May accept gifts, grants and donations from any source for the support of
the Forum in carrying out the provisions of sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this act.

Sec. 7. 1. TheForumshall:

(a) Hold at least two public hearingsin this State each school year.

(b) Simultaneously teleconference or videoconference each public hearing to
three or more prominent locations throughout this State.

(c) Evaluate, review and comment upon issues of importance to the youth in
this State, including, without limitation:

(1) Education;

(2) Employment opportunities;

(3) Participation of youth in state and local government;
(4) A safelearning environment;

(5) The prevention of substance abuse;

(6) Emotional and physical well-being;

(7) Foster care; and
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(8) Accessto state and local services.

(d) Conduct a public awareness campaign to raise awareness about the
Forum and to enhance outreach to the youth in this State.

2. The Forum may, within the limits of available money:

(a) During the period in which the Legislature isin a regular session, meet
as often as necessary to conduct the business of the Forum and to advise the
Legislature on proposed legislation relating to the youth in this State.

(b) Form committees, which may meet as often as necessary to assist with the
business of the Forum.

(c) Conduct periodic seminars for its members regarding leadership,
government and the legidlative process.

3. The Forum and its committees shall comply with the provisions of
chapter 241 of NRS.

4. On or before June 30 of each year, the Forum shall submit a written
report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau and to the Governor
describing the activities of the Forum during the immediately preceding school
year and any recommendations for legislation. The Director shall transmit the
written report to the Legislative Committee on Education and to the next regular
session of the Legislature.

Sec. 8. TheForum may:

1. Request the drafting of not more than fthree} one legislative frreasures}
measure which frelate} relates to matters within the scope of the Forum.

A request must be submitted to the Legislative Counsel on or before July 1
preceding the commencement of a regular session of the Legislature unless the
Legislative Commission authorizes submitting a request after that date.

2. Adopt procedures to conduct meetings of the Forum and any committees
thereof. Those procedures may be changed upon approval of a majority vote of
all members of the Forum who are present and voting.

3. Advise the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau regarding the
administration of any appropriations, gifts, grants or donations received for the
support of the Forum.

Sec. 9. The members of the Forum serve without compensation. To the
extent that money is available, including, without limitation, money from gifts,
grants and donations, the members of the Forum may receive the per diem
allowance and travel expenses provided for state officers and employees generally
for attending a meeting of the Forum or a seminar conducted by the Forum.

Sec. 10. 1. Each Senator shall appoint a member to the Nevada Youth
Legidative Issues Forum created by section 3 of this act to an initia term
commencing on August 1, 2007, and expiring on June 30, 2008. For the purpose
of making an appointment to an initial term pursuant to this subsection, a
Senator may appoint a person who did not submit an application pursuant to
section 4 of thisact.

2. The Forum shal hold its first meeting not later than October 1, 2007. At
the first meeting of the Forum, the members of the Forum shall elect a Chairman
and a Vice Chairman who hold those positions until June 30, 2008.

3. After the initial terms of office, sections 3 and 6 of this act govern the
terms of office of the members of the Forum.

Sec. 11. 1. This section and section 10 of this act become effective upon
passage and approval.

2. Sections 3 and 4 of this act become effective upon passage and approval
for the purpose of appointing members to the Nevada Youth Legidative Issues
Forum and on July 1, 2007, for al other purposes.
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3. Sections 1, 2 and 5to 9, inclusive, of this act become effective on July 1,
2007.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


