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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 294–ASSEMBLYMEN KIRKPATRICK; 

ANDERSON, ARBERRY, ATKINSON, CHRISTENSEN, 
CLABORN, CONKLIN, GANSERT, KIHUEN, MORTENSON, 
MUNFORD, PARNELL, PIERCE, SEGERBLOM, SMITH, 
SPIEGEL AND STEWART 

 
MARCH 11, 2009 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Elections, Procedures, Ethics,  

and Constitutional Amendments 
 

SUMMARY—Directs the Legislative Commission to conduct an 
interim study concerning group homes. 
(BDR S-570) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to group homes; directing the Legislative 

Commission to conduct an interim study concerning 
group homes; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Under existing law, the concept of requiring certain minimum distances 1 
between group homes was enacted initially in 1999, and the minimum distance was 2 
at that time set at 660 feet. (Chapter 619, Statutes of Nevada 1999, pp. 3365-66) In 3 
2001, the minimum distance between group homes was altered to be a range of 660 4 
feet to 1,500 feet. (Chapter 395, Statutes of Nevada 2001, pp. 1907-09) Most 5 
recently, the range of minimum distances between group homes was raised to be a 6 
range of 1,500 feet to 2,500 feet. (Chapter 297, Statutes of Nevada 2007, pp.  7 
1131-33) However, at all relevant times, the applicable section specifying the 8 
distances between group homes (NRS 278.021, replaced in revision by NRS 9 
278.02386) has stated that there is no presumption that the location of more than 10 
one group home within the specified distance or range is inappropriate under all 11 
circumstances. 12 
 On July 9, 2008, the United States District Court for the District of Nevada 13 
struck down the entirety of Nevada’s “group home statute” (NRS 278.0238-14 
278.02388), finding that it was facially discriminatory and therefore preempted by 15 
the Fair Housing Amendments Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 3601-31. (Nevada Fair Hous. 16 
Ctr., Inc. v. Clark County, 565 F. Supp. 2d 1178, 1183 (D. Nev. 2008)) 17 
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 This bill directs the Legislative Commission to conduct an interim study 18 
concerning group homes. In relevant part, the committee appointed by the 19 
Legislative Commission to conduct the interim study must examine potential 20 
methods by which the siting of group homes may be monitored and regulated in a 21 
manner that is consistent with federal law. 22 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  1.  The Legislative Commission shall appoint a 1 
committee to conduct an interim study concerning group homes. 2 
 2.  The committee appointed by the Legislative Commission 3 
pursuant to subsection 1 must be composed of six Legislators as 4 
follows: 5 
 (a) Three members appointed by the Majority Leader of the 6 
Senate, at least one of whom must be appointed from the 7 
membership of the Senate Standing Committee on Government 8 
Affairs during the immediately preceding session of the Legislature; 9 
and 10 
 (b) Three members appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly, 11 
at least one of whom must be appointed from the membership of the 12 
Assembly Standing Committee on Government Affairs during the 13 
immediately preceding session of the Legislature. 14 
 3.  The study must include, without limitation: 15 
 (a) Consideration of the applicable provisions of federal law. 16 
 (b) A survey of different mechanisms by which the siting of 17 
group homes may be regulated for the benefit of both the residents 18 
of the group homes and the residents of the surrounding community. 19 
 (c) Consideration of the concept of whether the definition of a 20 
group home may be broadened in such a manner that the term does 21 
not discriminate against persons with disabilities, either facially or 22 
in effect. 23 
 (d) An examination of methods by which other jurisdictions 24 
have regulated group homes in a manner that is consistent with 25 
federal law. 26 
 (e) Consideration of whether the licensing and regulation of 27 
group homes may be carried out most effectively at the local level. 28 
 (f) Insofar as is reasonably practicable, input from all parties 29 
having an interest in the licensing, regulation and siting of group 30 
homes, including, without limitation: 31 
  (1) Persons or entities, or both, who advocate on behalf of 32 
persons with disabilities or residents of group homes. 33 
  (2) Owners and operators of group homes. 34 
  (3) Residents of group homes. 35 
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  (4) Residents of neighborhoods in which group homes are or 1 
may be located. 2 
  (5) Officers and representatives of state and local 3 
governmental agencies involved in the licensing, regulation or siting 4 
of group homes, or any combination of those activities. 5 
  (6) Officers and representatives of the United States 6 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 7 
 (g) An examination of any other matter that the committee 8 
determines to be relevant to the study. 9 
 4.  The Legislative Commission shall submit a report of the 10 
results of the study and any recommendations for legislation to the 11 
76th Session of the Nevada Legislature. 12 
 5.  As used in this section, “group home” means a residential 13 
establishment as defined in NRS 278.02384. 14 
 Sec. 2.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2009. 15 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


