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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 478–COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

 
MARCH 20, 2009 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Government Affairs 

 
SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to certain housing 

authorities. (BDR 25-1237) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to governmental administration; revising 

provisions relating to certain housing authorities; and 
providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law sets forth the Housing Authorities Law of 1947. (NRS 315.140-1 
315.780) In relevant part, under the provisions of this Law, each county, city and 2 
town of the State has a housing authority which is a municipal corporation and 3 
which is presided over by five commissioners. (NRS 315.320, 315.370) The 4 
housing authorities governed by this Law exist primarily to ensure that veterans and 5 
persons of low income are able to find safe and sanitary housing at affordable 6 
prices. (NRS 315.330, 315.340, 315.440, 315.460, 315.510) 7 
 This bill, in a county whose population is 400,000 or more (currently Clark 8 
County), allows two or more (housing) authorities to form a regional (housing) 9 
authority. Such a regional authority is created by a resolution agreed to between or 10 
among, as applicable, the governing bodies of the local governments that desire to 11 
participate in the regional authority. A regional authority has the same powers and 12 
duties as a regular authority, except on an expanded geographic scale. 13 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 315 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act. 2 
 Sec. 2.  “Regional authority” means an authority formed 3 
pursuant to section 3 of this act. 4 
 Sec. 3.  1.  In a county whose population is 400,000 or more, 5 
any two or more authorities may form a regional authority. 6 



 
 – 2 – 
 

 - *AB478* 

 2.  To form a regional authority as described in subsection 1, 1 
the governing body of the county and the governing body of each 2 
city and town located within the county that desires to participate 3 
in the regional authority shall adopt a resolution setting forth: 4 
 (a) The intent to regionalize some or all of their powers; 5 
 (b) The purpose of the regional authority, which may include, 6 
without limitation: 7 
  (1) Aiding and cooperating with local agencies in the 8 
administration, planning, undertaking, construction and operation 9 
of housing projects to provide decent, safe and sanitary housing 10 
that is affordable to: 11 
   (I) Persons of low income; and 12 
   (II) Persons who are preferred tenants for the purposes 13 
of tenant selection as set forth in NRS 315.510; and 14 
  (2) Assisting local housing agencies in carrying out any 15 
other activities that are authorized pursuant to or in furtherance 16 
of the provisions of NRS 315.140 to 315.780, inclusive, and 17 
sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act; 18 
 (c) The geographic scope of the regional authority; and 19 
 (d) Such other matters as the governing bodies determine to be 20 
necessary or advisable. 21 
 3.  If the formation of a regional authority pursuant to this 22 
section involves fiscal matters, the ownership of real property or 23 
the consolidation of functions, such matters must be resolved by 24 
written contract, agreement or other arrangement entered into by 25 
the governing bodies who form the regional authority. 26 
 Sec. 4.  1.  Upon the adoption of a resolution pursuant to 27 
section 3 of this act forming a regional authority, five persons 28 
must be appointed to serve as commissioners of the authority. If 29 
the regional authority was formed by: 30 
 (a) A county and one other local government in that county: 31 
  (1) The governing body of the county shall appoint three 32 
persons to serve as commissioners of the authority; and 33 
  (2) The chief executive of the city or the governing body of 34 
the town, as the case may be, shall appoint two persons to serve as 35 
commissioners of the authority. 36 
 (b) A county and two other local governments in that county: 37 
  (1) The governing body of the county shall appoint two 38 
persons to serve as commissioners of the authority; 39 
  (2) With respect to the larger participating city or town, the 40 
chief executive of the city or the governing body of the town, as the 41 
case may be, shall appoint two persons to serve as commissioners 42 
of the authority; and 43 
  (3) With respect to the smaller participating city or town, 44 
the chief executive of the city or the governing body of the town, as 45 
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the case may be, shall appoint one person to serve as a 1 
commissioner of the authority. 2 
 (c) A county and three other local governments in that county: 3 
  (1) The governing body of the county shall appoint two 4 
persons to serve as commissioners of the authority; and 5 
  (2) With respect to each of the other three participating 6 
cities or towns, the chief executive of the city or the governing 7 
body of the town, as the case may be, shall appoint one person to 8 
serve as a commissioner of the authority. 9 
 (d) A county and four other local governments in that county:  10 
  (1) The governing body of the county shall appoint one 11 
person to serve as a commissioner of the authority; and 12 
  (2) With respect to each of the other four participating 13 
cities or towns, the chief executive of the city or the governing 14 
body of the town, as the case may be, shall appoint one person to 15 
serve as a commissioner of the authority. 16 
 2.  Three of the commissioners who are first appointed 17 
pursuant to subsection 1 must be designated to serve for terms of 18 
1, 2 and 3 years, respectively, from the date of their appointment, 19 
and two must be designated to serve for terms of 4 years from the 20 
date of their appointment, but thereafter commissioners must be 21 
appointed for a term of office of 4 years. The persons appointed 22 
initially to serve as commissioners pursuant to subsection 1 shall 23 
determine by lot whether they are designated pursuant to this 24 
subsection to serve for a term of 1 year, 2 years, 3 years or 4 years. 25 
 3.  The first commissioner appointed after the authority has 26 
provided assistance to at least eight persons must be a current 27 
recipient of assistance from the authority who was selected from a 28 
list of at least five eligible nominees submitted for this purpose by 29 
an organization which represents tenants of housing projects. If 30 
no such organization exists, the commissioner must be selected 31 
from a list of nominees submitted for this purpose from persons 32 
who currently receive assistance from the authority. Thereafter, at 33 
least one commissioner must be such a recipient who was 34 
nominated and appointed in the same manner. If, during his term, 35 
the commissioner ceases to be a recipient of assistance, he must be 36 
replaced in the manner set forth in this subsection by a person 37 
who is a recipient of assistance. 38 
 4.  All vacancies must be filled for the unexpired term. 39 
 Sec. 5.  NRS 315.140 is hereby amended to read as follows: 40 
 315.140  NRS 315.140 to 315.780, inclusive, and sections 2, 3 41 
and 4 of this act may be referred to as the Housing Authorities Law 42 
of 1947. 43 
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 Sec. 6.  NRS 315.150 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 315.150  Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions 2 
contained in NRS 315.160 to 315.300, inclusive, and section 2 of 3 
this act govern the construction of NRS 315.140 to 315.780, 4 
inclusive [.] , and sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act. 5 
 Sec. 7.  NRS 315.160 is hereby amended to read as follows: 6 
 315.160  1.  In the case of an authority of a city or town, “area 7 
of operation” shall include such city or town and the area within 5 8 
miles of the territorial boundaries thereof; but the area of operation 9 
of an authority of any city or town shall not include any area which 10 
lies within the territorial boundaries of some other city or town as 11 
herein defined, unless a resolution shall have been adopted by the 12 
governing body of such other city or town (and by any authority 13 
which shall have been theretofore established and authorized to 14 
exercise its powers in such city or town) declaring that there is a 15 
need for such authority to exercise its powers within that city or 16 
town. 17 
 2.  In the case of an authority of a county, “area of operation” 18 
shall include all of the county for which it is created; but a county 19 
authority shall not undertake any housing project or projects within 20 
the boundaries of any city or town, as herein defined, unless a 21 
resolution shall have been adopted by the governing body of such 22 
city or town (and by any authority which shall have been theretofore 23 
established and authorized to exercise its powers in such city or 24 
town) declaring that there is a need for the county authority to 25 
exercise its powers within such city or town. 26 
 3.  In the case of a regional authority, “area of operation” 27 
shall include: 28 
 (a) All of the territory within the geographic scope of the 29 
regional authority, as referred to in paragraph (c) of subsection 2 30 
of section 3 of this act; and 31 
 (b) Any other territory regarding which the regional authority 32 
and another authority agree to exercise joint power or control.  33 
 Sec. 8.  NRS 315.170 is hereby amended to read as follows: 34 
 315.170  “Authority” means any of the public corporations 35 
created or authorized to be created by NRS 315.140 to 315.780, 36 
inclusive, and sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act and any housing 37 
authority established and operating prior to July 1, 1975, under the 38 
provisions of the Housing Authorities Law of 1943 or the Housing 39 
Law of 1951. The term includes a regional authority. 40 
 Sec. 9.  NRS 315.435 is hereby amended to read as follows: 41 
 315.435  Except as otherwise provided in NRS 315.9835, a 42 
housing authority shall not operate in any area in which an authority 43 
already established is operating without the consent by resolution of 44 
the authority already operating therein. For the purposes of this 45 
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section, the formation of a regional authority pursuant to section 3 1 
of this act shall be deemed to constitute consent by resolution of 2 
the authority of any participating local governmental entity. 3 
 Sec. 10.  NRS 315.440 is hereby amended to read as follows: 4 
 315.440  Within its area of operation, an authority may: 5 
 1.  Prepare, carry out and operate housing projects and provide 6 
for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, extension, 7 
alteration, or repair of any such project or any part thereof. 8 
 2.  Determine where there is unsafe, insanitary or overcrowded 9 
housing. 10 
 3.  Make studies and recommendations relating to the problem 11 
of eliminating unsafe, insanitary or overcrowded housing. 12 
 4.  Cooperate with the city, the county, the State, or any 13 
political subdivision thereof in action taken in connection with such 14 
problems. 15 
 5.  If it is a regional authority, work cooperatively with the 16 
relevant local jurisdictions concerning new developments or 17 
housing projects, or both. The relevant local jurisdictions with 18 
which a regional authority works cooperatively concerning new 19 
developments or housing projects, or both, shall provide to the 20 
regional authority such support and assistance as the regional 21 
authority may require. 22 
 Sec. 11.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2009. 23 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


