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SUMMARY—Expresses and explains the public policy governing 

Rule No. 23 of the Standing Rules of the Assembly 
for the 75th Session of the Legislature. 
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ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION—Expressing and explaining the 

public policy governing Rule No. 23 of the Standing 
Rules of the Assembly for the 75th Session of the 
Legislature. 

 
 WHEREAS, It is a well-established principle of parliamentary 1 
practice that every member of the Legislature has a duty to vote 2 
unless prohibited or excused by the rules of the House (Mason’s 3 
Manual of Legislative Procedure §§ 521 & 522 (2000) (Mason’s 4 
Manual); Luther S. Cushing, Elements of the Law & Practice of 5 
Legislative Assemblies §§ 1789-91 (1856) (Cushing’s Legislative 6 
Assemblies )); and 7 
 WHEREAS, Rule No. 23 of the Standing Rules of the Assembly 8 
for the 75th Session of the Legislature provides that in determining 9 
whether a Legislator has a conflict of interest, the Legislator should 10 
consider whether the independence of judgment of a reasonable 11 
person in his position upon the matter in question would be 12 
materially affected by his acceptance of a gift or loan, his private 13 
economic interest or his commitment to a member of his household 14 
or his immediate family; and 15 
 WHEREAS, Rule No. 23 provides that if a Legislator knows he 16 
has a conflict of interest, the Legislator shall make a general 17 
disclosure of the conflict of interest on the record in a meeting of a 18 
committee or on the floor of the Assembly, as applicable; and 19 
 WHEREAS, Rule No. 23 provides that in determining whether to 20 
abstain from voting upon or advocating or opposing a matter 21 
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concerning which a Legislator has a conflict of interest, the 1 
Legislator should consider whether the conflict impedes his 2 
independence of judgment and whether his interest is greater than 3 
the interests of an entire class of persons similarly situated; and 4 
 WHEREAS, Rule No. 23 must be interpreted and applied in light 5 
of well-established principles of parliamentary practice that have 6 
been shaped, developed and followed by national and state 7 
legislatures for hundreds of years; and 8 
 WHEREAS, Rule No. 100 of the Standing Rules of the Assembly 9 
for the 75th Session of the Legislature provides that sources of 10 
parliamentary authority in the Assembly include Mason’s Manual of 11 
Legislative Procedure; and 12 
 WHEREAS, Section 522 of Mason’s Manual provides that “[t]he 13 
right of members to represent their constituencies is of such major 14 
importance that members should be barred from voting on matters 15 
of direct personal interest only in clear cases and when the matter is 16 
particularly personal”; and 17 
 WHEREAS, Section 1791 of Cushing’s Legislative Assemblies 18 
provides that “[i]nterest in a question pending in the house, is good 19 
cause for disallowing a vote; but such an interest must be a direct 20 
pecuniary interest, belonging to a separate description of 21 
individuals, and not such as also belongs to all the citizens, arising 22 
out of any measure of state policy”; and 23 
 WHEREAS, Section 1791 of Cushing’s Legislative Assemblies 24 
further provides that disqualification to vote generally “applies only 25 
to private bills, or bills relating to individuals, such as estate bills, 26 
inclosure bills, canals, joint-stock companies, etc., wherein only the 27 
individual profit or loss is concerned . . . but does not apply to 28 
questions of interest arising out of public measures, such as tax bills, 29 
colonial regulations, domestic trades, and the like”; now, therefore, 30 
be it 31 
 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, That 32 
the fundamental purpose of representative government in this State 33 
is to elect citizen Legislators who will advocate and vote on behalf 34 
of their constituents so that those constituents are fully represented 35 
in the people’s branch of government and their voices are 36 
effectively heard regarding the most critical legislative measures 37 
that affect both the general welfare of this State and their everyday 38 
lives; and be it further 39 
 RESOLVED, That there are legislative measures of immense 40 
statewide importance, such as bills raising revenue and bills 41 
approving the budget of the State Government, which globally 42 
impact all citizens of this State because such measures set the fiscal, 43 
economic and social priorities of this State and thereby influence 44 
and affect every aspect of our society; and be it further 45 
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 RESOLVED, That the public policy of this State favors the right 1 
of citizen Legislators to perform the duties for which they were 2 
elected and to vote or otherwise act upon a matter, provided they 3 
have properly disclosed any conflicts of interest; and be it further 4 
 RESOLVED, That because abstention by a Legislator disrupts the 5 
normal course of representative government and deprives the public 6 
and the Legislator’s constituents of a voice in the most important 7 
governmental affairs, Rule No. 23 is intended to require abstention 8 
only in clear cases and when the matter is particularly personal; and 9 
be it further 10 
 RESOLVED, That Rule No. 23 does not require any member of 11 
the Assembly to abstain from voting upon or advocating or 12 
opposing legislative measures of immense statewide importance 13 
which globally impact all citizens of this State because, in such 14 
cases, the very nature of such legislative measures presumptively 15 
makes the interests of every member of the Assembly no greater 16 
than the interests of every other citizen of this State, and therefore, 17 
the independence of judgment of members is not impeded by those 18 
interests and they are not required to abstain; and be it further 19 
 RESOLVED, That during the 75th Session of the Legislature, the 20 
legislative measures of immense statewide importance which 21 
globally impact all citizens of this State include the General 22 
Appropriations Act, the Authorized Expenditures Act, the 23 
Unclassified Pay Act, the State Distributive School Account Act and 24 
any legislative measures that increase various taxes and revenue 25 
sources necessary to fund the State Budget, such as Senate Bill No. 26 
429; and be it further 27 
 RESOLVED, That this resolution shall be entered upon the 28 
Journal of the Assembly. 29 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


