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SUMMARY—Enacts the Uniform International Wills Act. 
(BDR 12-673) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 
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EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to wills; enacting the Uniform International Wills 

Act; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 
 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 This bill enacts the Uniform International Wills Act, which was promulgated 1 
by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 1973 and 2 
was intended to provide testators with a way of making wills that would be valid as 3 
to form in all states adopting the uniform act and all countries joining the 4 
Washington Convention of 1973. 5 
 Sections 6, 7 and 8 of this bill provide the form and requirements for the valid 6 
execution of an international will. Section 7 provides that the will must be made in 7 
writing, signed by the testator and acknowledged by two witnesses and a person 8 
authorized to act in connection with international wills. Section 8 provides where 9 
signatures must be placed, how the will must be dated and that the testator can 10 
make a declaration concerning the safekeeping of his will. 11 
 Section 9 of this bill provides that a certificate must be attached to the will 12 
establishing that the requirements for executing an international will have been 13 
complied with, and sets forth the contents of that certificate. Section 10 of this bill 14 
provides that the certificate is conclusive of the formal validity of the will. The 15 
absence or irregularity of a certificate does not affect the formal validity of the will. 16 
 Section 11 of this bill provides that an international will is subject to the 17 
ordinary rules of revocation of wills. 18 
 Section 13 of this bill provides that attorneys admitted to practice in this State 19 
and in good standing are deemed to be authorized persons in relation to 20 
international wills. 21 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Title 12 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto a new chapter to consist of the provisions set forth as 2 
sections 2 to 13, inclusive, of this act. 3 
 Sec. 2.  This chapter may be cited as the Uniform 4 
International Wills Act. 5 
 Sec. 3.  As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 6 
requires, the words and terms defined in sections 4 and 5 of this 7 
act have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 8 
 Sec. 4.  “Authorized person” and “person authorized to act in 9 
connection with international wills” mean a person who, by 10 
section 13 of this act or by the laws of the United States, including 11 
members of the diplomatic and consular service of the United 12 
States designated by Foreign Service Regulations, is empowered to 13 
supervise the execution of international wills. 14 
 Sec. 5.  “International will” means a will executed in 15 
conformity with sections 6 to 9, inclusive, of this act. 16 
 Sec. 6.  1.  A will is valid as regards form, irrespective 17 
particularly of the place where it is made, of the location of the 18 
assets and of the nationality, domicile or residence of the testator, 19 
if it is made in the form of an international will complying with 20 
the requirements of this chapter. 21 
 2.  The invalidity of the will as an international will does not 22 
affect its formal validity as a will of another kind. 23 
 3.  This chapter does not apply to the form of testamentary 24 
dispositions made by two or more persons in one instrument. 25 
 Sec. 7.  1.  The will must be made in writing. It need not be 26 
written by the testator himself. It may be written in any language, 27 
by hand or by any other means. 28 
 2.  The testator shall declare in the presence of two witnesses 29 
and of a person authorized to act in connection with international 30 
wills that the document is his will and that he knows the contents 31 
thereof. The testator need not inform the witnesses, or the 32 
authorized person, of the contents of the will. 33 
 3.  In the presence of the witnesses, and of the authorized 34 
person, the testator shall sign the will or, if he has previously 35 
signed it, shall acknowledge his signature. 36 
 4.  When the testator is unable to sign, the absence of his 37 
signature does not affect the validity of the international will if the 38 
testator indicates the reason for his inability to sign and the 39 
authorized person makes note thereof on the will. In these cases, it 40 
is permissible for any other person present, including the 41 
authorized person or one of the witnesses, at the direction of the 42 
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testator, to sign the testator’s name for him, if the authorized 1 
person makes note of this also on the will, but it is not required 2 
that any person sign the testator’s name for him. 3 
 5.  The witnesses and the authorized person shall there and 4 
then attest the will by signing in the presence of the testator. 5 
 Sec. 8.  1.  The signatures must be placed at the end of the 6 
will. If the will consists of several sheets, each sheet must be 7 
signed by the testator or, if he is unable to sign, by the person 8 
signing on his behalf or, if there is no such person, by the 9 
authorized person. In addition, each sheet must be numbered. 10 
 2.  The date of the will must be the date of its signature by the 11 
authorized person. That date must be noted at the end of the will 12 
by the authorized person. 13 
 3.  The authorized person shall ask the testator whether he 14 
wishes to make a declaration concerning the safekeeping of his 15 
will. If so, and at the express request of the testator, the place 16 
where he intends to have his will kept must be mentioned in the 17 
certificate provided for in section 9 of this act. 18 
 4.  A will executed in compliance with section 7 of this act is 19 
not invalid merely because it does not comply with this section. 20 
 Sec. 9.  The authorized person shall attach to the will a 21 
certificate to be signed by him establishing that the requirements 22 
of this chapter for valid execution of an international will have 23 
been complied with. The authorized person shall keep a copy of 24 
the certificate and deliver another to the testator. The certificate 25 
must be in substantially the following form: 26 
 27 

CERTIFICATE 28 
(Convention of October 26, 1973) 29 

 I, __________ (name, address and capacity), a person 30 
authorized to act in connection with international wills, certify 31 
that on __________ (date) at __________ (place), __________ 32 
(testator name, address, date and place of birth), in my presence 33 
and that of the witnesses: 34 
 (a) __________ (name, address, date and place of birth); and 35 
 (b) __________ (name, address, date and place of birth), 36 
has declared that the attached document is his or her will and that 37 
he or she knows the contents thereof. 38 
 I furthermore certify that: 39 
 (a) In my presence and in that of the witnesses: 40 
  (1) The testator has signed the will or has acknowledged his 41 
or her signature previously affixed. 42 
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  *(2) Following a declaration of the testator stating that he 1 
or she was unable to sign his or her will for the following reason, 2 
__________, I have mentioned this declaration on the will *and 3 
the signature has been affixed by __________ (name and address). 4 
 (b) The witnesses and I have signed the will. 5 
 *(c) Each page of the will has been signed by __________ and 6 
numbered. 7 
 (d) I have satisfied myself as to the identity of the testator and 8 
of the witnesses as designated above. 9 
 (e) The witnesses met the conditions requisite to act as such 10 
according to the law under which I am acting. 11 
 *(f) The testator has requested me to include the following 12 
statement concerning the safekeeping of his or her will: 13 
__________ 14 
PLACE OF EXECUTION 15 
DATE 16 
SIGNATURE and, if necessary, SEAL 17 
*To be completed if appropriate 18 
 Sec. 10.  In the absence of evidence to the contrary, the 19 
certificate of the authorized person is conclusive of the formal 20 
validity of the instrument as a will under this chapter. The absence 21 
or irregularity of a certificate does not affect the formal validity of 22 
a will under this chapter. 23 
 Sec. 11.  An international will is subject to the ordinary rules 24 
of revocation of wills. 25 
 Sec. 12.  Sections 3 to 11, inclusive, of this act derive from 26 
Annex to Convention of October 26, 1973, Providing a Uniform 27 
Law on the Form of an International Will. In interpreting and 28 
applying this chapter, regard must be given to its international 29 
origin and to the need for uniformity in its interpretation. 30 
 Sec. 13.  Persons who have been admitted to practice law 31 
before the courts of this State and who are in good standing as 32 
active law practitioners in this State are hereby declared to be 33 
authorized persons in relation to international wills. 34 
 Sec. 14.  NRS 133.080 is hereby amended to read as follows: 35 
 133.080  1.  [If] Except as otherwise provided in sections 2 to 36 
13, inclusive, of this act, if in writing and subscribed by the testator, 37 
a last will and testament executed outside this State in the manner 38 
prescribed by the law, either of the state where executed or of the 39 
testator’s domicile, shall be deemed to be legally executed, and is of 40 
the same force and effect as if executed in the manner prescribed by 41 
the law of this State. 42 
 2.  This section must be so interpreted and construed as to 43 
effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law of those 44 
states which enact it. 45 
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 3.  As used in this section, “subscribed” includes, without 1 
limitation, placing an electronic signature on an electronic will. 2 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


