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Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 18–Senators Raggio; Amodei, 
Breeden, Care, Carlton, Cegavske, Coffin, Copening, 
Hardy, Horsford, Lee, Mathews, McGinness, Nolan, Parks, 
Rhoads, Schneider, Townsend, Washington, Wiener and 
Woodhouse 

 
Joint Sponsors: Assemblymen Bobzien; Aizley, Anderson, Arberry, 

Atkinson, Buckley, Carpenter, Christensen, Claborn, Cobb, 
Conklin, Denis, Dondero Loop, Gansert, Goedhart, 
Goicoechea, Grady, Gustavson, Hambrick, Hardy, Hogan, 
Horne, Kihuen, Kirkpatrick, Koivisto, Leslie, Manendo, 
Mastroluca, McArthur, McClain, Mortenson, Munford, 
Oceguera, Ohrenschall, Parnell, Pierce, Segerblom, 
Settelmeyer, Smith, Spiegel, Stewart and Woodbury 
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—Commemorating the 

50th anniversary of the Nevada Desert Research Institute. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Desert Research Institute was established by an 
act of the Nevada Legislature on March 23, 1959, to contribute to 
the security of the nation and to promote the general welfare of the 
State of Nevada and its residents through the development of 
educational and scientific research; and 
 WHEREAS, The Desert Research Institute is celebrating its 50th 
year as a leading institution for research in atmospheric, hydrologic, 
and earth and ecosystem sciences, with approximately 300 research 
projects at any given time on every continent; and 
 WHEREAS, While fostering and conducting fundamental 
scientific, economic, social and educational research for half a 
century, the Institute has made numerous milestone contributions to 
science and engineering; and 
 WHEREAS, The Desert Research Institute is ranked 19th in the 
nation by the National Science Foundation in environmental 
research and developmental expenditures; and 
 WHEREAS, Bringing scientific renown to the State of Nevada, 
the Institute’s entrepreneurial, untenured research scientists conduct 
research worldwide from their main campuses in Reno and Las 
Vegas, while encouraging and fostering a desire in students to 
conduct research; and 
 WHEREAS, Desert Research Institute President Stephen G. 
Wells, Ph.D., has led the Institute through a decade of tremendous 
growth in research sciences pertaining to air, water, land and life; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, Atmospheric physicist, John Hallett, Ph.D., is a 
Fellow of the American Meteorological Society, holds the Desert 
Research Institute’s Edgar J. Marston Professorship of Atmospheric 
Physics, is a recipient of the Desert Research Institute’s Dandini 
Medal of Science in 1995 and the University of Nevada Board of 
Regents’ Researcher Award in 1998, and has brought great honor 
and distinction to himself, the Institute and the State of Nevada 
through his groundbreaking investigations of the properties of 
precipitation, particularly ice crystals, since joining the Institute in 
1966; now, therefore, be it 
 RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, THE 
ASSEMBLY CONCURRING, That the members of the 75th Session of 
the Nevada Legislature proclaim March 23, 2009, as a day in honor 
of the Nevada Desert Research Institute; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, That the Nevada Legislature commends the 
scientific goals and achievements of the Nevada Desert Research 
Institute and wishes the Institute continued success in scientific 
research and exploration and in the discovery and development of 
new talent to conduct research; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Senate prepare and 
transmit a copy of this resolution to Stephen G. Wells, Ph.D., 
President, Desert Research Institute, and John Hallett, Ph.D. 
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