Assembly Bill No. 422—-Assemblywoman Kirkpatrick

CHAPTER..........

AN ACT relating to water; providing specific authority for public
bodies to lease water rights to certain owners or holders of
water rights; revising provisions relating to the Program for
the Management of Groundwater in the Las Vegas Valey
Groundwater Basin; and providing other matters properly
relating thereto.

L egidative Counsel’s Digest:

Section 1 of this bill specifically authorizes a public body to lease a water right
owned by the public body to an owner or holder of a water right who, as
determined by the State Engineer, is exceeding the amount of water to which the
owner or holder is entitled.

The Advisory Committee for the Management of Groundwater in the Las
Vegas Valley Groundwater Basin is created in existing law to advise the Southern
Nevada Water Authority concerning the Program for the Management of
Groundwater in the Las Vegas Valey Groundwater Basin. (Sections 8, 9 and 12 of
chapter 572, Statutes of Nevada 1997, p. 2799) Section 3 of this hill increases the
term of an appointed member of the Advisory Committee from 2 years to 4 years.
Section 4 of this hill revises the frequency of the meetings of the Advisory
Committee from quarterly to annually. Section 5 of this bill revises the frequency
of and responsibility for preparation of reports concerning the Program.

Under existing law, the Southern Nevada Water Authority is authorized to
establish a program under which it may enter into an agreement with a property
owner in the Basin for the abandonment or plugging of a well on the owner’s
property or the connection of the property to a public water system. (Section 14.3
of chapter 468, Statutes of Nevada 1999, p. 2386) Section 6 of this bill makes the
mandatory provisions in existing law for such an agreement discretionary and
authorizes the inclusion of other provisions in such an agreement that are
reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes and intent of the program.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is materia to be omitted.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 533 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto a new section to read as follows:

1. A public body may lease a water right owned by the public
body to an owner or holder of a water right who, as determined by
the State Engineer, is exceeding the amount of water to which the
owner or holder isentitled.

2. Asusedin this section, “ public body” means the State or a
county, city, town, school district or any public agency of this State
or its political subdivisions. The term includes, without limitation,
a water district organized pursuant to a special act of the
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Legislature or a water authority organized as a poalitical
subdivision created by a cooperative agreement or created by a
special act of the Legidature.

Sec. 2. NRS533.550 is hereby amended to read as follows:

533.550 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law [}
and except as otherwise provided in section 1 of this act, a public
body shall not sell or lease for a term of more than 5 years a water
right owned by the public body unless the public body, after holding
at least one public hearing at which public comment was solicited,
has issued written findings that:

(@) The sale or lease of the water right is consistent with the
prudent, long-term management of the water resources within the
jurisdiction of the public body;

(b) The sale or lease of the water right will not deprive residents
and businesses within the jurisdiction of the public body of
reasonabl e access to water resources for growth and devel opment;

(c) The sde or lease of the water right is a reasonable means of
promoting development and use of the water right; and

(d) The means by which the water right is sold or leased
reasonably ensures that the public body will receive the actual value
of the water right or comparable economic benefits.

2. Asusad in this section, “public body” means the State or a
county, city, town, school district or any public agency of this State
or its political subdivisions. The term does not include a water
district organized pursuant to a special act of the Legislature or a
water authority organized as a political subdivision created by a
cooperative agreement or created by a specia act of the Legidature.

Sec. 3. Section 8 of the Southern Nevada Water Authority Act,
being chapter 572, Statutes of Nevada 1997, at page 2800, is hereby
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 8. 1. The Advisory Committee for the
Management of Groundwater in the Las Vegas Valley
Groundwater Basin is hereby created. The Advisory
Committee consists of:

(@) Seven members to be appointed by the Board of
Directors, including:

(1) Two persons who own and operate domestic wells
located in the Basin;

(2) One representative of an organization that owns
and operates a quasi-municipal well located in the Basin;

(3) One representative of an industrial or commercia
user of groundwater which islocated in the Basin;
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(4) One representative of a private water company
which operatesin the Basin;

(5) One consumer whose water service is provided
entirely by amunicipal water purveyor which islocated in the
Basin; and

(6) One representative of a municipal water purveyor
that owns and operates wells located in the Basin;

(b) The State Engineer, or a designated representative of
the State Engineer, who is an ex officio nonvoting member of
the Advisory Committee; and

(c) The Administrator of the Division of Environmental
Protection of the State Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, or a designated representative of the
Administrator, who is an ex officio nonvoting member of the
Advisory Committee.

2. Members of the Advisory Committee serve without
compensation, except that while engaged in the business of
the Advisory Committee, each member is entitled to the per
diem alowance and travel expenses provided for state
officers and employees generaly, to be paid by the Southern
Nevada Water Authority.

3. After the initial term, the term of each appointed
member is [2} 4 years. Members may be reappointed. At the
expiration of the term of a member, or if a member resigns or
is otherwise unable to complete his or her term, the Board of
Directors shall, not later than 90 days after the vacancy
occurs, appoint a person pursuant to subsection 4 to fill the
vacancy.

4. Inreplacing amember described in:

(@) Subparagraph (1), (2) or (3) of paragraph (a) of
subsection 1, the Board of Directors shall consider
recommendations solicited from a representative sampling of
owners of domestic wells, persons and organizations
associated with quasi-municipal wells, and industrial and
commercial users of groundwater, respectively.

(b) Subparagraph (4), (5) or (6) of paragraph (a) of
subsection 1, the Board of Directors shall consider
recommendations solicited from the various entities that
comprise the Southern Nevada Water Authority.
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Sec. 4. Section 9 of the Southern Nevada Water Authority Act,
being chapter 572, Statutes of Nevada 1997, at page 2800, is hereby
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 9. [} The Advisory Committee shall meet at
least once every [3-menths:

o ) . hall dlect § :
a-Chair-who-shall-serve for-aterm-of 2 years—-Any-vacancy

] year.

Sec. 5. Section 12 of the Southern Nevada Water Authority

Act,

being chapter 572, Statutes of Nevada 1997, at page 2801, is

hereby amended to read as follows:

the preceding calendar-year:

—=2} On or before December 31 of each even-numbered

year, the Southern Nevada Water Authority [and—the
i i shall prepare a [joint} report and submit

the report to the Director of the Legidative Counsel Bureau

for transmittal to the Nevada Legislature. The [jeint} report

must include, without limitation:

Hayl 1. A summary of al of the activities, studies and
research conducted on behalf of the Management Program
during the previous 2 calendar years;

Y 2. A detailed assessment of the joint public
workshops conducted by the Southern Nevada Water
Authority and the Advisory Committee during the previous 2
caendar years, including documentation of the comments
made on the record by the members of the general public who
attended the workshops,

Heyl 3. A statement of income and expenditures related
to the Management Program; and

Hey} 4. An assessment from the Advisory Committee
concerning the status of the groundwater in the Basin and the
activities related to the management of the Basin, including
any recommendations concerning:

HDH} (@) Whether activities, fees and other aspects of
the Management Program should be continued, modified or
terminated; and
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H2} (b) Plans for additional activities for the
management of groundwater in the Basin, and for the
protection of the aquifer in which the Basin is located.

Sec. 6. Section 14.3 of the Southern Nevada Water Authority
Act, being chapter 468, Statutes of Nevada 1999, at page 2386, is
hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 14.3. 1. The Southern Nevada Water Authority
may, in consultation with the Advisory Committee, establish
a program under which it may enter into an agreement with
an owner of real property located in the Basin to:

(@) Abandon or plug awell located on the real property;

(b) Install pipes and other appurtenances to deliver water
to thereal property; and

(c) Pay feesrelated to the connection of the property to a
public water system.

2. An agreement entered into pursuant to subsection 1

1 may:

() Provide for the repayment, over time, to the Southern
Nevada Water Authority by the owner of the real property all
money expended by the Southern Nevada Water Authority
pursuant to the agreement;

(b) Provide that all money to be repaid to the Southern
Nevada Water Authority pursuant to the agreement be due
and payable upon the sale or other transfer of the red
property;

(c) Besecured by alien upon thereal property; fand}

(d) Be acknowledged and recorded in the same manner as
conveyances affecting real property are required to be
acknowledged and recorded pursuant to chapter 111 of NRS
H; and

(e) Include any other provision that is reasonably
necessary to carry out the purposes and intent of the
program established pursuant to subsection 1.

3. An abandonment or plugging of awell pursuant to an
agreement entered into pursuant to subsection 1 must be
conducted in a manner approved by the State Engineer.

4. Asused in this section, “public water system” has the
meaning ascribed to it in NRS 445A..840.

Sec. 7. Thisact becomes effective on July 1, 2011.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


