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SENATE BiLL NO. 29-COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
(ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS)

PREFILED DECEMBER 14, 2010

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to credits earned by an offender which
reduce the offender’ s term of imprisonment. (BDR 16-450)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: Yes.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is materia to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to offenders; revising provisions relating to credits earned by an
offender which reduce the term of imprisonment of the offender; and
providing other matters properly relating thereto.

L egislative Counsel’s Digest:

Under existing law, certain offenders who have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment
generally may earn credits for various achievements. The credits earned are applied to the
length of the offender’s term of imprisonment, thereby reducing the offender’s sentence.
(NRS 209.433-209.4465, 209.448, 209.449) For educational achievement, certain offenders
who are sentenced to prison for a crime committed on or after July 17, 1997, are entitled to 60
days of credit for earning a general educational development certificate, 90 days of credit for
earning a high school diploma and 120 days of credit for earning an associate degree. (NRS
209.4465) Section 2 of this bill revises these credits and specifies that certain offenders who
are sentenced to prison for a crime committed on or after the effective date of this bill may
earn not more than 60 days of credit for earning a general educational development certificate,
not more than 90 days of credit for earning a high school diploma and not more than 120 days
of credit for earning an associate degree.

Existing law additionally provides that certain offenders who successfully complete a
program of vocational education and training or any other program that is approved by the
Director of the Department of Corrections must be given 60 days of credit. (NRS 209.449)
Section 3 of this hill revises this provision and requires that certain offenders who are
sentenced to prison for a crime committed on or after the effective date of this bill and who
successfully complete such a program must be given not more than 60 days of credit.

Sections 5 and 6 of this bill increase the maximum number of credits that certain
offenders may earn for exceptional meritorious service from 90 days to 180 days, and section
2 specifically applies this 180-day maximum to offenders who commit a crime on or after the
effective date of thishill.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 209 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the
provisions set forth as sections 2 and 3 of this act.

Sec. 2. 1. An offender who is sentenced to prison for a crime committed
on or after the effective date of this act, who has no serious infraction of the
regulations of the Department, the terms and conditions of his or her residential
confinement or the laws of the State recorded against the offender, and who
performs in a faithful, orderly and peaceable manner the duties assigned to the
offender, must be allowed:

(a) For theperiod the offender isactually incarcerated pursuant to his or her
sentence;

(b) For the period the offender isin residential confinement; and

(c) For the period the offender isin the custody of the Division of Parole and
Probation of the Department of Public Safety pursuant to NRS 209.4886 or
209.4888,

&= a deduction of 20 days from his or her sentence for each month the offender
Serves.

2. In addition to the credits allowed pursuant to subsection 1, the Director
may allow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an offender whose
diligencein labor and study merits such credits. I n addition to the credits allowed
pursuant to this subsection, an offender is entitled to the following credits for
educational achievement:

(a) For earning a general educational development certificate, not more than
60 days.

(b) For earning a high school diploma, not more than 90 days.

(c) For earning hisor her first associate degree, not more than 120 days.

3. The Director may, in his or her discretion, authorize an offender to
receive a maximum of 90 days of credit for each additional degree of higher
education earned by the offender.

4. The Director may allow not more than 10 days of credit each month for
an offender who participatesin a diligent and responsible manner in a center for
the purpose of making restitution, program for reentry of offenders and parolees
into the community, conservation camp, program of work release or another
program conducted outside of the prison. An offender who earns credit pursuant
to this subsection is eligible to earn the entire 30 days of credit each month that is
allowed pursuant to subsections 1 and 2.

5. The Director may allow not more than 180 days of credit each year for
an offender who engages in exceptional meritorious service.

6. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the award, forfeiture and
restoration of credits pursuant to this section.

7. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 8, credits earned pursuant to
this section:

(a) Must be deducted from the maximum term imposed by the sentence; and

(b) Apply to €eligibility for parole unless the offender was sentenced pursuant
to a statute which specifies a minimum sentence that must be served before a
person becomes eligible for parole.

8. Credits earned pursuant to this section by an offender who has not been
convicted of:

(@) Any crime that is punishable as a felony involving the use or threatened
use of force or violence against the victim;
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(b) A sexual offensethat is punishable as a felony;

(c) A violation of NRS 484C.110, 484C.120, 484C.130 or 484C.430 that is
punishable as a felony; or

(d) A category A or B felony,
= apply to eligibility for parole, must be deducted from the minimum term
imposed by the sentence until the offender becomes eligible for parole and must
be deducted from the maximum term imposed by the sentence.

Sec. 3. 1. An offender who is sentenced to prison for a crime committed
on or after the effective date of this act and who has no serious infraction of the
regulations of the Department, the terms and conditions of his or her residential
confinement or the laws of the State recorded against the offender must be
allowed, in addition to the credits provided pursuant to section 2 of this act, a
deduction of not more than 60 days from the maximum term of the offender’s
sentence for the successful completion of:

(a) A program of vocational education and training; or

(b) Any other program approved by the Director.

2. If the offender completes such a program with meritorious or exceptional
achievement, the Director may allow not more than 60 days of credit in addition
to the number of credits allowed for completion of the program pursuant to
subsection 1.

Sec. 4. NRS209.432 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.432 Asused in NRS 209.432 to 209.451, inclusive, and sections 2 and 3
of thisact, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Offender” includes:

(@) A person who is convicted of a felony under the laws of this State and
sentenced, ordered or otherwise assigned to serve aterm of residential confinement.

(b) A person who is convicted of a felony under the laws of this State and
assigned to the custody of the Division of Parole and Probation of the Department
of Public Safety pursuant to NRS 209.4886 or 209.4888.

2. “Residentia confinement” means the confinement of a person convicted of
afelony to his or her place of residence under the terms and conditions established
pursuant to specific statute. The term does not include any confinement ordered
pursuant to NRS 176A.530 to 176A.560, inclusive, 176A.660 to 176A.690,
inclusive, 213.15105, 213.15193 or 213.152 to 213.1528, inclusive.

Sec. 5. NRS 209.446 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.446 1. Every offender who is sentenced to prison for a crime committed
on or after July 1, 1985, but before July 17, 1997, who has no serious infraction of
the regulations of the Department, the terms and conditions of his or her residential
confinement or the laws of the State recorded against the offender, and who
performs in a faithful, orderly and peaceable manner the duties assigned to the
offender, must be allowed:

(a) For the period the offender is actually incarcerated under sentence;

(b) For the period the offender isin residential confinement; and

(c) For the period the offender is in the custody of the Division of Parole and
Probation of the Department of Public Safety pursuant to NRS 209.4886 or
209.4888,
= adeduction of 10 days from the offender’s sentence for each month the offender
SErves.

2. In addition to the credit provided for in subsection 1, the Director may
allow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an offender whose diligence
in labor and study merits such credits. In addition to the credits allowed pursuant to
this subsection, an offender is entitled to the following credits for educational
achievement:



NFRPOOOO~NO O WNPRPOOXONO O WNPRPOOONOUIRWNROOONOUIAWNRFRPOOONOUITRARWNE

Senate Amendment No. 30 to Senate Bill No. 29 Page 5

(a) For earning a general educationa development certificate, 30 days.

(b) For earning ahigh school diploma, 60 days.

(c) For earning an associate degree, 90 days.

3. The Director may allow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an
offender who participates in a diligent and responsible manner in a center for the
purpose of making restitution, program for reentry of offenders and parolees into
the community, conservation camp, program of work release or another program
conducted outside of the prison. An offender who earns credit pursuant to this
subsection is entitled to the entire 20 days of credit each month which is authorized
in subsections 1 and 2.

4. The Director may allow not more than [90} 180 days of credit each year for
an offender who engages in exceptional meritorious service.

5. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the award, forfeiture and
restoration of credits pursuant to this section.

6. Credits earned pursuant to this section:

(@) Must be deducted from the maximum term imposed by the sentence; and

(b) Apply to eligibility for parole unless the offender was sentenced pursuant to
a statute which specifies a minimum sentence which must be served before a person
becomes eligible for parole.

Sec. 6. NRS 209.4465 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.4465 1. An offender who is sentenced to prison for a crime committed
on or after July 17, 1997, but before the effective date of this act, who has no
serious infraction of the regulations of the Department, the terms and conditions of
his or her residential confinement or the laws of the State recorded against the
offender, and who performs in a faithful, orderly and peaceable manner the duties
assigned to the offender, must be allowed:

(a) For the period the offender is actually incarcerated pursuant to his or her
sentence;

(b) For the period the offender isin residential confinement; and

(c) For the period the offender is in the custody of the Division of Parole and
Probation of the Department of Public Safety pursuant to NRS 209.4886 or
209.4888,
= a deduction of 20 days from his or her sentence for each month the offender
SErves.

2. In addition to the credits allowed pursuant to subsection 1, the Director
may alow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an offender whose
diligence in labor and study merits such credits. In addition to the credits allowed
pursuant to this subsection, an offender is entitled to the following credits for
educational achievement:

(a) For earning a general educational development certificate,60 days.

(b) For earning ahigh school diploma, 90 days.

(c) For earning his or her first associate degree, 120 days.

3. The Director may, in his or her discretion, authorize an offender to receive
a maximum of 90 days of credit for each additional degree of higher education
earned by the offender.

4. The Director may alow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an
offender who participates in a diligent and responsible manner in a center for the
purpose of making restitution, program for reentry of offenders and parolees into
the community, conservation camp, program of work release or another program
conducted outside of the prison. An offender who earns credit pursuant to this
subsection is dligible to earn the entire 30 days of credit each month that is allowed
pursuant to subsections 1 and 2.
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5. The Director may allow not more than 90} 180 days of credit each year for
an offender who engages in exceptional meritorious service.

6. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the award, forfeiture and
restoration of credits pursuant to this section.

7. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 8, credits earned pursuant to
this section:

(@) Must be deducted from the maximum term imposed by the sentence; and

(b) Apply to eligibility for parole unless the offender was sentenced pursuant to
a statute which specifies a minimum sentence that must be served before a person
becomes eligible for parole.

8. Credits earned pursuant to this section by an offender who has not been
convicted of:

(@) Any crimethat is punishable as a felony involving the use or threatened use
of force or violence against the victim;

(b) A sexual offensethat is punishable as afelony;

(c) A violation of NRS 484C.110, 484C.120, 484C.130 or 484C.430 that is
punishable as afelony; or

(d) A category A or B felony,
= apply to eligibility for parole , [and} must be deducted from the minimum term
imposed by the sentence until the offender becomes eligible for parole and must be
deducted from the maximum term imposed by the sentence.

Sec. 7. NRS 209.447 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.447 1. An offender who is sentenced after June 30, 1991, for a crime
committed before July 1, 1985, and who is released on parole for a term less than
life must, if the offender has no serious infraction of the terms and conditions of his
or her parole or the laws of this state recorded against the offender, be allowed for
the period the offender is actually on parole a deduction of 2 months for each of the
first 2 years, 4 months for each of the next 2 years and 5 months for each of the
remaining years of the term, and pro rata for any part of a year where the actua
term served is for more or less than a year. Credit must be recorded on a monthly
basis as earned.

2. An offender who is sentenced after June 30, 1991, for a crime committed
on or after July 1, 1985, and who isreleased on parole for aterm less than life must,
if the offender has no serious infraction of the terms and conditions of his or her
parole or the laws of this state recorded against the offender, be allowed for the
period the offender is actually on parole a deduction of 10 days from the offender’s
sentence for each month the offender serves.

3. An offender is entitled to the deductions authorized by this section only if
the offender satisfies the conditions of subsection 1 or 2, as determined by the
Director. The Chief Parole and Probation Officer or other person responsible for the
supervision of an offender shall report to the Director the failure of an offender to
satisfy those conditions.

4. Credits earned pursuant to this section must, in addition to any credits
earned pursuant to NRS 209.443, 209.446, 209.4465, 209.4475, 209.448 and
209.449, and sections 2 and 3 of this act, be deducted from the maximum term
imposed by the sentence.

5. The Director shall maintain records of the credits to which each offender is
entitled pursuant to this section.

Sec. 8. NRS 209.4475 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.4475 1. In addition to any credits earned pursuant to NRS 209.447, an
offender who is on parole as of January 1, 2004, or who is released on parole on or
after January 1, 2004, for a term less than life must be allowed for the period the
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offender is actually on parole a deduction of 20 days from the offender’s sentence
for each month the offender servesif:

(@) The offender is current with any fee to defray the costs of his or her
supervision pursuant to NRS 213.1076; and

(b) The offender is current with any payment of restitution required pursuant to
NRS 213.126.

2. In addition to any credits earned pursuant to subsection 1 and NRS
209.447, the Director may allow not more than 10 days of credit each month for an
offender:

(@) Who is on parole as of January 1, 2004, or who is released on parole on or
after January 1, 2004, for aterm less than life; and

(b) Whose diligence in labor or study merits such credits.

3. An offender is entitled to the deductions authorized by this section only if
the offender satisfies the conditions of subsection 1 or 2, as determined by the
Director. The Chief Parole and Probation Officer or other person responsible for the
supervision of an offender shall report to the Director the failure of an offender to
satisfy those conditions.

4. Credits earned pursuant to this section must, in addition to any credits
earned pursuant to NRS 209.443, 209.446, 209.4465, 209.447, 209.448 and
209.449, and sections 2 and 3 of this act, be deducted from the maximum term
imposed by the sentence.

5. The Director shall maintain records of the credits to which each offender is
entitled pursuant to this section.

Sec. 9. NRS 209.448 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.448 1. An offender who has no serious infraction of the regulations of
the Department or the laws of the State recorded against the offender must be
allowed, in addition to the credits provided pursuant to NRS [209.433,-209.443;}
209.446 or 209.4465, or section 2 of this act, a deduction of not more than 60 days
from the maximum term of the offender’s sentence for the successful completion of
a program of treatment for the abuse of alcohol or drugs which is conducted jointly
by the Department and a person who is licensed as a clinical alcohol and drug abuse
counselor, licensed or certified as an alcohol and drug abuse counselor or certified
as an acohol and drug abuse counselor intern or a clinical alcohol and drug abuse
counselor intern, pursuant to chapter 641C of NRS.

2. The provisions of this section apply to any offender who is sentenced on or
after October 1, 1991.

Sec. 10. NRS209.449 is hereby amended to read as follows:

209.449 1. An offender who is sentenced to prison for a crime committed
before the effective date of this act and who has no serious infraction of the
regulations of the Department, the terms and conditions of his or her residential
confinement or the laws of the State recorded against the offender must be allowed,
in addition to the credits provided pursuant to NRS 209.433, 209.443, 209.446 or
209.4465, [and-section—2-efthis-act} a deduction of 60 days from the maximum
term of the offender’ s sentence for the successful completion of:

(a) A program of vocational education and training; or

(b) Any other program approved by the Director.

2. If the offender completes such a program with meritorious or exceptional
achievement, the Director may allow not more than 60 days of credit in addition to
the 60 days allowed for completion of the program.

Sec. 11. NRS213.120 is hereby amended to read as follows:

213120 1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 213.1213 and as limited
by statute for certain specified offenses, a prisoner who was sentenced to prison for
a crime committed before July 1, 1995, may be paroled when the prisoner has
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served one-third of the definite period of time for which the prisoner has been
sentenced pursuant to NRS 176.033, less any credits earned to reduce his or her
sentence pursuant to chapter 209 of NRS.

2. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 213.1213 and as limited by statute
for certain specified offenses, a prisoner who was sentenced to prison for a crime
committed on or after July 1, 1995, may be paroled when the prisoner has served
the minimum term of imprisonment imposed by the court. Except as otherwise
provided in NRS 209.4465, and section 2 of this act, any credits earned to reduce
his or her sentence pursuant to chapter 209 of NRS while the prisoner serves the
minimum term of imprisonment may reduce only the maximum term of
imprisonment imposed and must not reduce the minimum term of imprisonment.

Sec. 12. Thisact becomes effective upon passage and approval.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


