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SUMMARY—Revises the Uniform Law on Notarial Acts. 

(BDR 19-1) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to notarial acts; revising certain provisions of the 

Uniform Law on Notarial Acts; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law contains the Uniform Law on Notarial Acts, which provides the 1 
manner in which notarial acts must be performed. (NRS 240.161-240.169) Existing 2 
law also allows the Secretary of State to appoint electronic notaries public and 3 
provides for the performance of notarial acts on electronic records by electronic 4 
notaries public. (NRS 240.181-240.206) Under existing law, to become an 5 
electronic notary public, a person must already be a notarial officer in Nevada and 6 
must successfully complete a course of study on electronic notarization, enter into a 7 
bond, pay an application fee and take an oath. (NRS 240.192) 8 
 This bill revises various provisions of the Uniform Law on Notarial Acts and 9 
maintains existing law relating to the performance of notarial acts on electronic 10 
records by electronic notaries public. Sections 10 and 33 of this bill prohibit a 11 
notarial officer from performing a notarial act with respect to a record to which the 12 
officer or the officer’s spouse or domestic partner is a party or in which either of 13 
them has a direct beneficial interest.  14 
 Section 13 of this bill establishes a standard for determining whether a notarial 15 
officer has personal knowledge of the identity of a person appearing before the 16 
notarial officer. Section 35.3 of this bill specifically authorizes a notarial act to be 17 
performed in this State by a person authorized to perform that specific notarial act 18 
by the law of a federally recognized Indian tribe or nation. Section 35.5 of this bill 19 
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revises provisions governing notarial acts performed within the jurisdiction of a 20 
foreign nation or a multinational or international organization. 21 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 240 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 1.5 to 28, inclusive, of 2 
this act. 3 
 Sec. 1.5.  “Domestic partners” has the meaning ascribed to it 4 
in NRS 122A.030. 5 
 Sec. 2.  “Notary public” means a person appointed to perform 6 
a notarial act by the Secretary of State pursuant to NRS 240.010. 7 
 Sec. 3.  (Deleted by amendment.) 8 
 Sec. 4.  “Person” means a natural person. 9 
 Sec. 5.  (Deleted by amendment.) 10 
 Sec. 6.  (Deleted by amendment.) 11 
 Sec. 7.  “State” means a state of the United States, the 12 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin 13 
Islands or any territory or insular possession subject to the 14 
jurisdiction of the United States. 15 
 Sec. 8.  (Deleted by amendment.) 16 
 Sec. 9.  (Deleted by amendment.) 17 
 Sec. 10.  1.  A notarial officer may perform a notarial act 18 
authorized by NRS 240.001 to 240.169, inclusive, and sections 1.5 19 
to 28, inclusive, of this act or by law of this State other than NRS 20 
240.001 to 240.169, inclusive, and sections 1.5 to 28, inclusive, of 21 
this act. 22 
 2.  A notarial officer other than a notary public may not 23 
perform a notarial act with respect to a document to which the 24 
officer or the officer’s spouse or domestic partner is a party, or in 25 
which either of them has a direct beneficial interest. A notary 26 
public may not perform a notarial act if the notarial act is 27 
prohibited by NRS 240.001 to 240.169, inclusive, and sections 1.5 28 
to 28, inclusive, of this act. A notarial act performed in violation of 29 
this subsection is voidable. 30 
 Sec. 11.  (Deleted by amendment.) 31 
 Sec. 12.  (Deleted by amendment.) 32 
 Sec. 13.  For the purposes of NRS 240.001 to 240.169, 33 
inclusive, and sections 1.5 to 28, inclusive, of this act, a notarial 34 
officer has personal knowledge of the identity of a person 35 
appearing before the officer if the person is personally known to 36 
the officer through dealings sufficient to provide reasonable 37 
certainty that the person has the identity claimed. 38 
 Sec. 14.  (Deleted by amendment.) 39 
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 Sec. 15.  (Deleted by amendment.) 1 
 Sec. 16.  (Deleted by amendment.) 2 
 Sec. 17.  (Deleted by amendment.) 3 
 Sec. 18.  (Deleted by amendment.) 4 
 Sec. 19.  (Deleted by amendment.) 5 
 Sec. 20.  (Deleted by amendment.) 6 
 Sec. 21.  (Deleted by amendment.) 7 
 Sec. 22.  (Deleted by amendment.) 8 
 Sec. 23.  (Deleted by amendment.) 9 
 Sec. 24.  (Deleted by amendment.) 10 
 Sec. 25.  (Deleted by amendment.) 11 
 Sec. 26.  (Deleted by amendment.) 12 
 Sec. 27.  (Deleted by amendment.) 13 
 Sec. 28.  (Deleted by amendment.) 14 
 Sec. 29.  NRS 240.001 is hereby amended to read as follows: 15 
 240.001  As used in NRS 240.001 to 240.206, inclusive, and 16 
sections 1.5 to 28, inclusive, of this act, unless the context 17 
otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 240.002 to 18 
240.0055, inclusive, and sections 1.5, 2, 4 and 7 of this act have the 19 
meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 20 
 Sec. 30.  (Deleted by amendment.) 21 
 Sec. 31.  (Deleted by amendment.) 22 
 Sec. 32.  (Deleted by amendment.) 23 
 Sec. 33.  NRS 240.065 is hereby amended to read as follows: 24 
 240.065  1.  A notary public may not perform a notarial act if: 25 
 (a) The notary public executed or is named in the instrument 26 
acknowledged , [or] sworn to [;] or witnessed or attested; 27 
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, the notary 28 
public has or will receive directly from a transaction relating to the 29 
instrument or pleading a commission, fee, advantage, right, title, 30 
interest, property or other consideration in excess of the fee 31 
authorized pursuant to NRS 240.100 for the notarial act; [or] 32 
 (c) The notary public and the person whose signature is to be 33 
acknowledged , [or] sworn to or witnessed or attested are domestic 34 
partners; or 35 
 (d) The person whose signature is to be acknowledged, sworn 36 
to or witnessed or attested is a relative of the domestic partner of 37 
the notary public or a relative of the notary public by marriage or 38 
consanguinity. 39 
 2.  A notary public who is an attorney licensed to practice law 40 
in this State may perform a notarial act on an instrument or pleading 41 
if the notary public has or will receive directly from a transaction 42 
relating to the instrument or pleading a fee for providing legal 43 
services in excess of the fee authorized pursuant to NRS 240.100 for 44 
the notarial act. 45 
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 3.  As used in this section, “relative” includes, without 1 
limitation: 2 
 (a) A spouse [,] or domestic partner, parent, grandparent or 3 
stepparent; 4 
 (b) A natural born child, stepchild or adopted child; 5 
 (c) A grandchild, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, 6 
stepbrother or stepsister; 7 
 (d) A grandparent, parent, brother, sister, half brother, half 8 
sister, stepbrother or stepsister of the spouse or domestic partner of 9 
the notary public; and 10 
 (e) A natural born child, stepchild or adopted child of a sibling 11 
or half sibling of the notary public or of a sibling or half sibling of 12 
the spouse or domestic partner of the notary public. 13 
 Sec. 34.  NRS 240.120 is hereby amended to read as follows: 14 
 240.120  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, 15 
each notary public shall keep a journal in his or her office in which 16 
the notary public shall enter for each notarial act performed, at the 17 
time the act is performed: 18 
 (a) The fees charged, if any; 19 
 (b) The title of the document; 20 
 (c) The date on which the notary public performed the [service;] 21 
act; 22 
 (d) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, the name and 23 
signature of the person whose signature is being notarized; 24 
 (e) Subject to the provisions of subsection 4, a description of the 25 
evidence used by the notary public to verify the identification of the 26 
person whose signature is being notarized; 27 
 (f) An indication of whether the notary public administered an 28 
oath; and 29 
 (g) The type of certificate used to evidence the notarial act, as 30 
required pursuant to NRS 240.1655.  31 
 2.  A notary public may make one entry in the journal which 32 
documents more than one notarial act if the notarial acts 33 
documented are performed: 34 
 (a) For the same person and at the same time; and 35 
 (b) On one document or on similar documents. 36 
 3.  When taking an acknowledgment for a person, a notary 37 
public need not require the person to sign the journal if the notary 38 
public has performed a notarial act for the person within the 39 
previous 6 months and the notary public has personal knowledge of 40 
the identity of the person. 41 
 4.  If, pursuant to subsection 3, a notary public does not require 42 
a person to sign the journal, the notary public shall enter “known 43 
personally” as the description required to be entered into the journal 44 
pursuant to paragraph (e) of subsection 1. 45 
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 5.  If the notary verifies the identification of the person whose 1 
signature is being notarized on the basis of a credible witness, the 2 
notary public shall: 3 
 (a) Require the witness to sign the journal in the space provided 4 
for the description of the evidence used; and 5 
 (b) Make a notation in the journal that the witness is a credible 6 
witness. 7 
 6.  The journal must: 8 
 (a) Be open to public inspection. 9 
 (b) Be in a bound volume with preprinted page numbers. 10 
 7.  A notary public shall, upon request and payment of the fee 11 
set forth in NRS 240.100, provide a certified copy of an entry in his 12 
or her journal. 13 
 8.  A notary public shall keep his or her journal in a secure 14 
location during any period in which the notary public is not making 15 
an entry or notation in the journal pursuant to this section. 16 
 9.  A notary public shall retain each journal that the notary 17 
public has kept pursuant to this section until 7 years after the date on 18 
which he or she ceases to be a notary public. 19 
 10.  A notary public shall file a report with the Secretary of 20 
State and the appropriate law enforcement agency if the journal of 21 
the notary public is lost or stolen. 22 
 11.  The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who 23 
is authorized to perform a notarial act pursuant to paragraph (b), (c) 24 
, [or] (d) or (e) of subsection 1 of NRS 240.1635.  25 
 Sec. 35.  (Deleted by amendment.) 26 
 Sec. 35.3.  NRS 240.1635 is hereby amended to read as 27 
follows: 28 
 240.1635  1.  A notarial act may be performed within this 29 
State by the following persons: 30 
 (a) A notary public of this State; 31 
 (b) A judge, clerk or deputy clerk of any court of this State; 32 
 (c) A justice of the peace; [or] 33 
 (d) Any other person authorized to perform the specific act by 34 
the law of this State [.] ; or 35 
 (e) A person authorized to perform the specific act by the law 36 
of a federally recognized Indian tribe or nation. 37 
 2.  Notarial acts performed within this State under federal 38 
authority as provided in NRS 240.1645 have the same effect as if 39 
performed by a notarial officer of this State. 40 
 3.  The signature and title of a person performing a notarial act 41 
are prima facie evidence that the signature is genuine and that the 42 
person holds the designated title. 43 
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 Sec. 35.5.  NRS 240.165 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 240.165  1.  A notarial act has the same effect under the law of 2 
this State as if performed by a notarial officer of this State if 3 
performed within the jurisdiction of and under authority of a foreign 4 
nation or its constituent units or a multinational or international 5 
organization by the following persons: 6 
 (a) A notary public; 7 
 (b) A judge, clerk or deputy clerk of a court of record; [or] 8 
 (c) A person authorized by the law of that jurisdiction to 9 
perform notarial acts [.] ; 10 
 (d) A person authorized by federal law to perform notarial 11 
acts; or 12 
 (e) A person authorized by the law of a federally recognized 13 
Indian tribe or nation to perform notarial acts. 14 
 2.  A certificate by an officer of the foreign service or consular 15 
officer of the United States stationed in the nation under the 16 
jurisdiction of which the notarial act was performed, or a certificate 17 
by an officer of the foreign service or consular officer of that nation 18 
stationed in the United States, conclusively establishes a matter 19 
relating to the authenticity or validity of the notarial act set forth in 20 
the certificate. 21 
 3.  An official stamp or seal of the person performing the 22 
notarial act is prima facie evidence that the signature is genuine and 23 
that the person holds the indicated title. 24 
 4.  An official stamp or seal of an officer listed in paragraph (a) 25 
or (b) of subsection 1 is prima facie evidence that a person with the 26 
indicated title has authority to perform notarial acts. 27 
 5.  If the title of office and indication of authority to perform 28 
notarial acts appears either in a digest of foreign law or in a list 29 
customarily used as a source for that information, the authority of an 30 
officer with that title to perform notarial acts is conclusively 31 
established. 32 
 Sec. 35.7.  NRS 240.1655 is hereby amended to read as 33 
follows: 34 
 240.1655  1.  A notarial act must be evidenced by a certificate 35 
that: 36 
 (a) Identifies the county, including, without limitation, Carson 37 
City, in this State in which the notarial act was performed in 38 
substantially the following form: 39 
 40 

State of Nevada 41 
County of  ..............................  42 

 43 
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, includes the 44 
name of the person whose signature is being notarized. If the 45 
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certificate is for certifying a copy of a document, the certificate must 1 
include the name of the person presenting the document. If the 2 
certificate is for the jurat of a subscribing witness, the certificate 3 
must include the name of the subscribing witness. 4 
 (c) Is signed and dated in ink by the notarial officer performing 5 
the notarial act. The certificate must be signed in the same manner 6 
as the signature of the notarial officer that is on file with the 7 
Secretary of State. 8 
 (d) If the notarial officer performing the notarial act is a notary 9 
public, includes the statement imprinted with the stamp of the notary 10 
public, as described in NRS 240.040. 11 
 (e) If the notarial officer performing the notarial act is not a 12 
notary public, includes the title of the office of the notarial officer 13 
and may include the official stamp or seal of that office. If the 14 
officer is a commissioned officer on active duty in the military 15 
service of the United States, the certificate must also include the 16 
officer’s rank. 17 
 2.  [A] Except as otherwise provided in subsection 8, a notarial 18 
officer shall: 19 
 (a) In taking an acknowledgment, determine, from personal 20 
knowledge or satisfactory evidence, that the person making the 21 
acknowledgment is the person whose signature is on the document. 22 
The person who signed the document shall present the document to 23 
the notarial officer in person. 24 
 (b) In administering an oath or affirmation, determine, from 25 
personal knowledge or satisfactory evidence, the identity of the 26 
person taking the oath or affirmation. 27 
 (c) In certifying a copy of a document, photocopy the entire 28 
document and certify that the photocopy is a true and correct copy 29 
of the document that was presented to the notarial officer. 30 
 (d) In making or noting a protest of a negotiable instrument, 31 
verify compliance with the provisions of subsection 2 of  32 
NRS 104.3505. 33 
 (e) In executing a jurat, administer an oath or affirmation to the 34 
affiant and determine, from personal knowledge or satisfactory 35 
evidence, that the affiant is the person named in the document. The 36 
affiant shall sign the document in the presence of the notarial 37 
officer. The notarial officer shall administer the oath or affirmation 38 
required pursuant to this paragraph in substantially the following 39 
form: 40 
 41 

 Do you (solemnly swear, or affirm) that the statements in 42 
this document are true, (so help you God)? 43 
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 3.  A certificate of a notarial act is sufficient if it meets the 1 
requirements of subsections 1 and 2 and it: 2 
 (a) Is in the short form set forth in NRS 240.166 to 240.169, 3 
inclusive; 4 
 (b) Is in a form otherwise prescribed by the law of this State; 5 
 (c) Is in a form prescribed by the laws or regulations applicable 6 
in the place in which the notarial act was performed; or 7 
 (d) Sets forth the actions of the notarial officer and those are 8 
sufficient to meet the requirements of the designated notarial act. 9 
 4.  For the purposes of paragraphs (a), (b) and (e) of subsection 10 
2, a notarial officer has satisfactory evidence that a person is the 11 
person whose signature is on a document if the person: 12 
 (a) Is personally known to the notarial officer; 13 
 (b) Is identified upon the oath or affirmation of a credible 14 
witness [;] who personally appears before the notarial officer; 15 
 (c) Is identified on the basis of an identifying document which 16 
contains a signature and a photograph; 17 
 (d) Is identified on the basis of a consular identification card; 18 
 (e) Is identified upon an oath or affirmation of a subscribing 19 
witness who is personally known to the notarial officer; or 20 
 (f) In the case of a person who is 65 years of age or older and 21 
cannot satisfy the requirements of paragraphs (a) to (e), inclusive, is 22 
identified upon the basis of an identification card issued by a 23 
governmental agency or a senior citizen center. 24 
 5.  An oath or affirmation administered pursuant to paragraph 25 
(b) of subsection 4 must be in substantially the following form: 26 
 27 

 Do you (solemnly swear, or affirm) that you personally 28 
know ………(name of person who signed the 29 
document)………, (so help you God)? 30 

 31 
 6.  A notarial officer shall not affix his or her signature over 32 
printed material. 33 
 7.  By executing a certificate of a notarial act, the notarial 34 
officer certifies that the notarial officer has complied with all the 35 
requirements of this section. 36 
 8.  If a person is physically unable to sign a document that is 37 
presented to a notarial officer pursuant to this section, the person 38 
may direct a person other than the notarial officer to sign the 39 
person’s name on the document. The notarial officer shall insert 40 
“Signature affixed by (insert name of other person) at the 41 
direction of (insert name of person)” or words of similar import. 42 
 9.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise 43 
requires, “consular identification card” means an identification card 44 
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issued by a consulate of a foreign government, which consulate is 1 
located within the State of Nevada. 2 
 Sec. 36.  (Deleted by amendment.) 3 
 Sec. 37.  (Deleted by amendment.) 4 
 Sec. 38.  (Deleted by amendment.) 5 
 Sec. 39.  (Deleted by amendment.) 6 
 Sec. 40.  (Deleted by amendment.) 7 
 Sec. 41.  (Deleted by amendment.) 8 
 Sec. 42.  (Deleted by amendment.) 9 
 Sec. 43.  (Deleted by amendment.) 10 
 Sec. 44.  (Deleted by amendment.) 11 
 Sec. 45.  (Deleted by amendment.) 12 
 Sec. 46.  (Deleted by amendment.) 13 
 Sec. 47.  (Deleted by amendment.) 14 
 Sec. 48.  The amendatory provisions of this act apply to a 15 
notarial act performed on or after January 1, 2014. 16 
 Sec. 49.  This act becomes effective on January 1, 2014. 17 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


