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Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 5–Assemblymen Kirkpatrick; 
Aizley, Elliot Anderson, Paul Anderson, Benitez-
Thompson, Bobzien, Bustamante Adams, Carlton, Carrillo, 
Cohen, Daly, Diaz, Dondero Loop, Duncan, Eisen, Ellison, 
Fiore, Flores, Frierson, Grady, Hambrick, Hansen, Hardy, 
Healey, Hickey, Hogan, Horne, Kirner, Livermore, Martin, 
Munford, Neal, Ohrenschall, Oscarson, Pierce, Spiegel, 
Sprinkle, Stewart, Swank, Wheeler and Woodbury 

 
Joint Sponsors: Senators Smith; Atkinson, Brower, Cegavske, 

Denis, Ford, Goicoechea, Gustavson, Hammond, Hardy, 
Hutchison, Jones, Kieckhefer, Kihuen, Manendo, Parks, 
Roberson, Segerblom, Settelmeyer, Spearman and 
Woodhouse 
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ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—Memorializing 

former Assemblyman John W. Marvel. 
 
 WHEREAS, The State of Nevada lost a true statesman and 
steadfast public servant on March 16, 2013, and the members of the 
Nevada Legislature note with sorrow the passing of one of their 
most highly regarded former colleagues; and 
 WHEREAS, John Wyland Marvel was born in Battle Mountain, 
Nevada, on September 11, 1926, and, after graduating as 
valedictorian of his class at Battle Mountain High School, served in 
the United States Army’s 19th Infantry Regiment during World War 
II and was honored for his service with the Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Medal, the Army of Occupation Medal and the World 
War II Victory Medal; and 
 WHEREAS, After earning a bachelor of arts degree at the 
University of Nevada, Reno, in 1951, Mr. Marvel built a career as 
business manager of and working cowboy with one of the largest 
ranching operations in Nevada history, W.T. Jenkins Co., which was 
founded by his grandfather, and later he acquired and operated the 
Dunphy Ranch in Eureka County for over two decades; and 
 WHEREAS, This native Nevadan remained a loyal advocate for 
agricultural industries and the interests of this State’s rural counties 
after he ran for the Nevada Assembly and was first elected in 1978, 
serving for 30 years, including 15 regular and 11 special sessions; and 
 WHEREAS, Assemblyman Marvel served as an invaluable 
member and leader of many legislative committees and contributed 
to forming countless public policies affecting the people of the State 
of Nevada, though he was proudest of his legislative efforts to 
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support education, to secure funding for the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine and to reform the prison system, tax structure 
and water laws of this State; and  
 WHEREAS, Mr. Marvel earned distinction during his service in 
the Nevada Legislature through his contributions to national and 
regional legislative organizations, including the American 
Legislative Exchange Council and the Western Legislative 
Conference, and in 2009 was added to the Assembly Wall of 
Distinction; and 
 WHEREAS, A recognized expert in many fields, this 
distinguished Nevadan served as Chairman of the Nevada Tax 
Commission and the Lander County Planning Commission and as a 
member of the Advisory Council to the National Public Land Law 
Review Commission and, after his legislative service, served on the 
Nevada Commission on Ethics; and  
 WHEREAS, Mr. Marvel will be fondly remembered by those who 
have had the good fortune to work with him as a thoughtful, caring, 
down-to-earth, responsible man with a great sense of humor, who 
always thought of others’ needs first; now, therefore, be it 
 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, THE 
SENATE CONCURRING, That the members of the 77th Session of the 
Nevada Legislature hereby extend their deepest condolences to 
former Assemblyman Marvel’s wife Willie, his children Sharon, 
John and Michelle, and his brother Thomas; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly prepare and 
transmit a copy of this resolution to John’s wife of more than 60 
years, Willie Shidler Marvel. 
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