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Amendment No. 138 

 

Senate Amendment to Senate Bill No. 198  (BDR 54-834) 

Proposed by: Senate Committee on Commerce, Labor and Energy 

Amends:  Summary: No Title: No Preamble: No Joint Sponsorship: No Digest: Yes 
 

ASSEMBLY ACTION Initial and Date | SENATE ACTION Initial and Date 

 Adopted Lost   | Adopted Lost   

 Concurred In Not    | Concurred In Not    

 Receded Not    | Receded Not    

EXPLANATION: Matter in (1) blue bold italics is new language in the original 
bill; (2) green bold italic underlining is new language proposed in this amendment; 
(3) red strikethrough is deleted language in the original bill; (4) purple double 
strikethrough is language proposed to be deleted in this amendment; (5) orange 
double underlining is deleted language in the original bill that is proposed to be 
retained in this amendment; and (6) green bold underlining is newly added 
transitory language. 
 



 
 
Senate Amendment No. 138 to Senate Bill No. 198 Page 2 
 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 198–SENATOR HARDY 
 

FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Commerce, Labor and Energy 

 
SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to the practice of chiropractic. 

(BDR 54-834) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to the practice of chiropractic; revising provisions relating to the 

practice of chiropractic; providing that a chiropractor’s assistant may 
perform certain ancillary services under indirect supervision in certain 
circumstances; providing that a chiropractor’s assistant is subject to 
disciplinary action under certain circumstances; providing 
administrative penalties; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law authorizes a chiropractor’s assistant to perform certain ancillary services 1 
relating to chiropractic under the supervision and control of a chiropractic physician. (NRS 2 
634.125) Section 7 of this bill provides that a chiropractor’s assistant may perform [such] 3 
certain services under the indirect supervision and control of a chiropractic physician if: (1) 4 
the services are performed on an established patient; (2) the supervising chiropractic physician 5 
is reasonably accessible by telephone, facsimile or other electronic means; and (3) the services 6 
are performed in certain facilities. Section 7 requires a chiropractic physician who employs 7 
one or more chiropractor’s assistants who perform services under indirect supervision to 8 
maintain certain liability insurance. 9 
 Section 4 of this bill authorizes the Chiropractic Physicians’ Board of Nevada to adopt 10 
regulations providing for the employment by a chiropractic physician of a chiropractor’s assistant 11 
trainee. Section 5 of this bill [authorizes] requires the Board to adopt regulations [governing 12 
the process] that : (1) set forth the conditions under which a [supervising] chiropractic 13 
physician [is required to use to evaluate] may authorize a chiropractor’s assistant to perform 14 
services under [his or her] indirect supervision [and control.] ; (2) identify the services a 15 
chiropractor’s assistant is authorized to perform under indirect supervision; (3) identify 16 
the services a chiropractor’s assistant is prohibited from performing under indirect 17 
supervision; and (4) prescribe what notice, if any, a chiropractic physician is required to 18 
provide to a patient regarding services that a chiropractor’s assistant is authorized to 19 
perform under indirect supervision. Section 5 also authorizes the Board to adopt any 20 
other regulations the Board deems appropriate to ensure that services provided by a 21 
chiropractor’s assistant under indirect supervision are performed safely and in the best 22 
interest of a patient. Section 5 prohibits a chiropractic physician from authorizing a 23 
chiropractor’s assistant to perform, or a chiropractor’s assistant from performing, any 24 
services under indirect supervision which are not authorized: (1) by the regulations 25 
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adopted by the Board; and (2) under the certificate issued to the chiropractor’s assistant 26 
by the Board. 27 
 Existing law authorizes the Board to impose certain disciplinary actions against a person 28 
practicing chiropractic in this State. (NRS 634.190) Sections 8-14 of this bill authorize the 29 
Board to impose such disciplinary actions against a person providing services as a 30 
chiropractor’s assistant in this State. 31 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 634 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the 1 
provisions set forth as sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this act. 2 
 Sec. 2.  “Direct supervision” means that a supervising chiropractic 3 
physician is present in the chiropractic facility during the period in which a 4 
chiropractor’s assistant is performing services or a chiropractor’s assistant 5 
trainee is performing duties, and is available to give aid, direction and instruction 6 
to the chiropractor’s assistant or chiropractor’s assistant trainee. 7 
 Sec. 3.  “Indirect supervision” means that the supervising chiropractic 8 
physician is not present in the chiropractic facility during the period in which a 9 
chiropractor’s assistant is performing services.  10 
 Sec. 4.  1.  The Board may adopt regulations which: 11 
 (a) Authorize a chiropractic physician to employ a chiropractor’s assistant 12 
trainee; and 13 
 (b) Set forth the requirements for a chiropractor’s assistant trainee, 14 
including, without limitation, the types of ancillary duties which a chiropractor’s 15 
assistant trainee may perform. 16 
 2.  Any regulations adopted pursuant to subsection 1 must provide that a 17 
chiropractor’s assistant trainee shall perform his or her duties only under the 18 
direct supervision of a chiropractic physician.  19 
 Sec. 5.  1.  The Board [may] shall adopt regulations [governing the process 20 
that a supervising chiropractic physician shall use to evaluate a chiropractor’s 21 
assistant under his or her supervision and control.] that: 22 
 (a) Set forth the conditions under which a chiropractic physician may 23 
authorize a chiropractor’s assistant to perform services under indirect 24 
supervision; 25 
 (b) Identify the services a chiropractor’s assistant is authorized to perform 26 
under indirect supervision; 27 
 (c) Identify the services a chiropractor’s assistant is prohibited from 28 
performing under indirect supervision; and 29 
 (d) Prescribe what notice, if any, a chiropractic physician must provide to a 30 
patient regarding services that a chiropractor’s assistant is authorized to perform 31 
under indirect supervision. 32 
 2.  The Board may adopt any other regulations the Board deems appropriate 33 
to ensure that services provided by a chiropractor’s assistant are performed safely 34 
and in the best interest of a patient. 35 
 3.  A chiropractic physician shall not authorize a chiropractor’s assistant to 36 
perform, and a chiropractor’s assistant shall not perform, any services under 37 
indirect supervision that the chiropractor’s assistant is not authorized to perform: 38 
 (a) By the regulations adopted by the Board pursuant to Section 5 of this act; 39 
and 40 
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 (b) Under the terms of the certificate issued to the chiropractor’s assistant by 1 
the Board. 2 
 Sec. 6.  NRS 634.010 is hereby amended to read as follows: 3 
 634.010  As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the 4 
words and terms defined in NRS 634.012 to 634.018, inclusive, and sections 2 and 5 
3 of this act have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 6 
 Sec. 7.  NRS 634.125 is hereby amended to read as follows: 7 
 634.125  1.  A chiropractor’s assistant may perform such ancillary services 8 
relating to chiropractic as he or she is authorized to perform under the terms of a 9 
certificate issued by the Board. Those services [must] may , to the extent 10 
authorized by the regulations adopted by the Board pursuant to section 5 of this 11 
act, be rendered under the indirect supervision and control of a chiropractor [.] if: 12 
 (a) The services are performed on a patient who has been evaluated by the 13 
supervising chiropractic physician to whom the chiropractor’s assistant has been 14 
assigned and whose medical records include, without limitation, his or her 15 
patient history and an evaluation, diagnosis and treatment plan prepared by the 16 
supervising chiropractic physician; 17 
 (b) The supervising chiropractic physician to whom the chiropractor’s 18 
assistant has been assigned is reasonably accessible by telephone, facsimile or 19 
other electronic means during any period in which services are performed under 20 
indirect supervision; and 21 
 (c) The services are performed: 22 
  (1) In the primary place of practice of the supervising chiropractic 23 
physician to whom the chiropractor’s assistant has been assigned; or 24 
  (2) In a hospital in which the supervising chiropractic physician to whom 25 
the chiropractor’s assistant has been assigned is employed. 26 
 2.  A chiropractic physician who employs one or more chiropractor’s 27 
assistants who perform services under indirect supervision shall maintain liability 28 
insurance in an amount of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence and not less 29 
than $3,000,000 annual aggregate for coverage of liability arising from any act 30 
or omission committed by a chiropractor’s assistant while under indirect 31 
supervision. 32 
 Sec. 8.  NRS 634.140 is hereby amended to read as follows: 33 
 634.140  The grounds for initiating disciplinary action pursuant to this chapter 34 
are: 35 
 1.  Unprofessional conduct. 36 
 2.  Conviction of: 37 
 (a) A violation of any federal or state law regulating the possession, 38 
distribution or use of any controlled substance or any dangerous drug as defined in 39 
chapter 454 of NRS; 40 
 (b) A felony relating to the practice of chiropractic; 41 
 (c) A violation of any of the provisions of NRS 616D.200, 616D.220, 42 
616D.240 or 616D.300 to 616D.440, inclusive; or 43 
 (d) Any offense involving moral turpitude. 44 
 3.  Suspension or revocation of the license to practice chiropractic by any 45 
other jurisdiction. 46 
 4.  Gross or repeated malpractice. 47 
 5.  Any act by a chiropractor’s assistant which the chiropractor’s assistant is 48 
not authorized to perform under the terms of a certificate issued by the Board 49 
pursuant to NRS 634.125. 50 
 6.  Referring, in violation of NRS 439B.425, a patient to a health facility, 51 
medical laboratory or commercial establishment in which the licensee has a 52 
financial interest. 53 
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 [6.] 7.  Operation of a medical facility, as defined in NRS 449.0151, at any 1 
time during which: 2 
 (a) The license of the facility is suspended or revoked; or 3 
 (b) An act or omission occurs which results in the suspension or revocation of 4 
the license pursuant to NRS 449.160. 5 

 This subsection applies to an owner or other principal responsible for the 6 
operation of the facility. 7 
 Sec. 9.  NRS 634.160 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8 
 634.160  1.  The Board or any of its members who become aware that any 9 
one or a combination of the grounds for initiating disciplinary action may exist as to 10 
a person practicing chiropractic or providing services as a chiropractor’s assistant 11 
in this State shall, and any other person who is so aware may, file a written 12 
complaint specifying the relevant facts with the Executive Director of the Board. 13 
 2.  The Board shall retain all complaints filed with the Executive Director 14 
pursuant to this section for at least 10 years, including, without limitation, any 15 
complaints not acted upon. 16 
 Sec. 10.  NRS 634.190 is hereby amended to read as follows: 17 
 634.190  1.  The person charged is entitled to a hearing before the Board, but 18 
the failure of the person charged to attend a hearing or to defend himself or herself 19 
does not delay or void the proceedings. The Board may, for good cause shown, 20 
continue any hearing from time to time. 21 
 2.  If the Board finds the person guilty as charged in the complaint, it may by 22 
order: 23 
 (a) Place the person on probation for a specified period or until further order of 24 
the Board. 25 
 (b) Administer to the person a public reprimand. 26 
 (c) Limit the practice of the person to, or by the exclusion of, one or more 27 
specified branches of chiropractic. 28 
 (d) Suspend the license of the person to practice chiropractic or the person’s 29 
certificate as a chiropractor’s assistant for a specified period or until further order 30 
of the Board. 31 
 (e) Revoke the license of the person to practice chiropractic [.] or the person’s 32 
certificate as a chiropractor’s assistant. 33 
 (f) Impose a fine of not more than $5,000 for each act which constitutes a 34 
ground for disciplinary action, which must be deposited with the State Treasurer for 35 
credit to the State General Fund. 36 

 The order of the Board may contain such other terms, provisions or conditions as 37 
the Board deems proper and which are not inconsistent with law. 38 
 3.  If the Board finds that a licensee has violated the provisions of NRS 39 
439B.425, the Board shall suspend the license for a specified period or until further 40 
order of the Board. 41 
 4.  The Board shall not administer a private reprimand. 42 
 5.  An order that imposes discipline and the findings of fact and conclusions of 43 
law supporting that order are public records. 44 
 Sec. 11.  NRS 634.193 is hereby amended to read as follows: 45 
 634.193  1.  Any disciplinary action taken by a hearing officer or panel 46 
pursuant to NRS 634.050 is subject to the same procedural requirements which 47 
apply to disciplinary actions taken by the Board, and the officer or panel has those 48 
powers and duties given to the Board in relation thereto. 49 
 2.  A decision of the hearing officer or panel relating to the imposition of a 50 
fine is a final decision in a contested case. Any party aggrieved by a decision of the 51 
officer or panel to place a [licensee] chiropractic physician or a chiropractor’s 52 
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assistant on probation or revoke or suspend a license or certificate may appeal that 1 
decision to the Board. 2 
 Sec. 12.  NRS 634.200 is hereby amended to read as follows: 3 
 634.200  1.  Any person who has been placed on probation or whose license 4 
or certificate has been limited, suspended or revoked by the Board is entitled to 5 
judicial review of the Board’s order. 6 
 2.  The district court shall give a petition for judicial review of the Board’s 7 
order priority over other civil matters which are not expressly given that priority by 8 
law. 9 
 Sec. 13.  NRS 634.204 is hereby amended to read as follows: 10 
 634.204  1.  Any person: 11 
 (a) Whose practice of chiropractic has been limited; or 12 
 (b) Whose license [to practice chiropractic] or certificate has been suspended 13 
until further order or revoked, 14 

 by an order of the Board may apply to the Board after a reasonable period for 15 
removal of the limitation or restoration of his or her license [.] or certificate. 16 
 2.  In hearing the application, the Board: 17 
 (a) May require the person to submit to a mental or physical examination by 18 
physicians or other appropriate persons whom it designates and submit such other 19 
evidence of changed conditions and of fitness as it deems proper; 20 
 (b) Shall determine whether under all the circumstances the time of the 21 
application is reasonable; and 22 
 (c) May deny the application or modify or rescind its order as it deems the 23 
evidence and the public safety warrant. 24 
 Sec. 14.  NRS 634.208 is hereby amended to read as follows: 25 
 634.208  1.  In addition to any other remedy provided by law, the Board, 26 
through its President, Secretary or its attorney, or the Attorney General, may bring 27 
an action in any court of competent jurisdiction to [enjoin] : 28 
 (a) Enjoin any person who does not hold a license issued by the Board from 29 
practicing chiropractic or representing himself or herself to be a chiropractor. As 30 
used in this [subsection,] paragraph, “practicing chiropractic” includes the 31 
conducting of independent examinations and the offering of opinions regarding the 32 
treatment or care, or both, with respect to patients who are residents of this State. 33 
 (b) Enjoin any person who does not hold a certificate issued pursuant to 34 
NRS 634.123 from practicing as a chiropractor’s assistant or representing 35 
himself or herself to be a chiropractor’s assistant.  36 
 2.  The court in a proper case may issue an injunction for such purposes 37 
without proof of actual damage sustained by any person, this provision being a 38 
preventive as well as a punitive measure. The issuance of such an injunction does 39 
not relieve the person from criminal prosecution for a violation of NRS 634.227. 40 

 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


