2015 Session (78th) A AB341 446

Amendment No. 446

Assembly Amendment to Assembly Bill No. 341 (BDR 34-832)

Proposed by: Assembly Committee on Education

Amends: Summary: Yes Title: Yes Preamble: No Joint Sponsorship: No Digest: Yes

" Adoption of this amendment will REMOVE the unfunded mandate from A.B. 341.

ASSEMBLY ACTION Initialand Date | SENATE ACTION  Initial and Date
Adopted [ ] Lost [] | Adopted [ Lost []
Concuredln [ ] Not [] | ConcurredIn []  Not []
Receded [ ] Not [] | Receded ] Not []

EXPLANATION: Matter in (1) blue bold italics is new language in the original
bill; (2) variations of green bold underlining is language proposed to be added in
this amendment; (3) Feeks&ﬂee%hmugh is deleted language in the original bill; (4)

eeh is language proposed to be deleted in this amendment;
(5) orange dnuble underlining is deleted language in the original bill proposed to be
retained in this amendment.

KRO/HAC Date: 4/18/2015

A.B. No. 341—Mandates enhanced screening and intervention for children with

certain disabilities. (BDR 34-832)
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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 341-ASSEMBLYMEN OHRENSCHALL, DIAZ, SILBERKRAUS,
SPIEGEL, CARRILLO; ELLIOT ANDERSON, ARAUJO, CARLTON, JOINER,
JONES, MUNFORD, NEAL, STEWART, SWANK AND THOMPSON

MARCH 16, 2015

JOINT SPONSOR: SENATOR FORD

Referred to Committee on Education

eertatn} Revises provisions relating to puplls w1th dlsabrhtles
(BDR 34-832)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact.
Effect on the State: Yes.

z 2 s requlrlng each school
dlstrlct and certam charter {%ehee% schools to administer {saek} an
earlv llteracv screenmg assessment to certain pupils_; fend—previde

e ; e essthent: authorlzmg certain
persons to perform addltlonal testing for dyslexia; requiring a school
district and a charter school to {preside} address the needs of a pupil

who has mdlcators for dyslex1a %%%%% through the

to sc1ent1ﬁc, research- based intervention system of instruction;
requiring the individualized education program team of a pupil
with dyslexia_f} to consider certain instructional approaches;

requlrmg the Department of Educatlon, each school dlstrlct and

i} designate at least one emplovee to _receive professmnal
development regardmg dyslexra

:} requiring the
Department {eﬂ%%e&&e% to prepare and publlsh a Dyslexia Resource
Guide; requiring certain standards relating to the education of pupils
with disabilities to include provisions concerning dyslexia; and
providing other matters properly relating thereto.
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Section 8 of this bill requires the board of trustees of each school district and the
governing body of each charter school that serves pupils in kindergarten or grade 1, 2 or 3
to prescribe an early literacy screening assessment for use by the schools located in the school
district or the charter school, respectively. Section 9 of this bill: (1) requires each school
district and charter school to administer screenlngs for dyslex1a to ertam puplls in certam

dent

grade levels and (2) . heol-distriet
= t=h guestetap er-guardian—and-33} requires a school dlstrlct

and charter school to Iprovide—dys! therapy—and} address the a
medifieatt ired-by—federal et } needs of a pupil fwith} if the screening conﬁrms
that a pupil has mdlcators for dysleXla {=
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intervention system of instruction.
__ Section 11 of this bill requires fthe—dsyslexia—therapyuorovided-by hoel-distriet

eharter—sehes! a pupil’s individualized educatlon program team to fnelude} consider

certain instructional approaches_{} when developing an individualized education program
for a pupil with dyslexia.

Section H2} 13 of this bill requires the Department %%ae&ﬁeﬁ to designate fa=ful=
e} at least one employee of the Department to {:S@ﬁ%#% ecelve trammg m effectlv

methods for 1ntervent10n for puplls with dyslex1a_. Esp &
5 Prooie and = < = of £ Prog; *e
- a4 1 - P 1. dadn frat, _ I\TD(‘ 7n1 1'y)} Section {4%,} E
also requlres el that-each-regionalirai program—employs-atleast
1 id i f o 3 > LT
1 “J N lr M = D e 4 d 1 by r]’r M “' * st M 12
Ha—th aties—that s—the—regi £ B gﬁaﬂa £
1 M N N 1 digteiot ¢ 1 41 4 A 1 193t H

Seetion—3-ofthisbillrequi ,each school district andcharter school toﬁ%e}ensure
that at least one employvee who serves pupils in kindergarten or grade 1, 2 or 3 is

designated at each school to receive professional development regarding dyslexia_. {es
£ 1o d 4 41 1 11
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__ Section 14 of this bill requires the Department to prepare and publish a Dyslexia
Resource Guide as a guide for each school district and public school to use f—erdes} to
identify and provide dyslexia {tkeraps} intervention for pupils with dyslexia.

Existing law requires the State Board of Education to prescribe minimum standards for
the special education of pupils with disabilities. (NRS 388.520) Section 16 of this bill requires
that the standards prescribed by the State Board for pupils with dyslexia include certain
instruction.

Existing law requires the State Board to prescribe by regulation the standards for approval
of a course of study or training offered by an educational institution to qualify a person to be a
teacher or administrator or perform other educational functions. (NRS 388.520) Section 17 of
this bill requires these regulations to include training on how to identify a pupil who is at risk
for dyslexia or related disorders.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.
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a%eaﬂiab% (Deleted bv amendment )
Sec. 7. Chapter 388 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the

provisions set forth as sections 8 to 14, inclusive, of this act.

Sec. 8. 1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, the board of
trustees of each school district shall prescribe for use by the elementary schools
located in the school district an early literacy screening assessment that meets the
requirements set forth in subsection 3.

2. The governing body of each charter school that serves pupils in
kindergarten or grade 1, 2 or 3 shall prescribe an early literacy screening
assessment for use by the charter school that meets the requirements set forth in
subsection 3.

3. The early literacy screening assessment prescribed pursuant to
subsection 1 or 2 must include, without limitation, screening for:

(a) Phonological and phonemic awareness;

(b) Sound-symbol recognition;

(c) Alphabet knowledge;

(d) Decoding skills;

(e) Rapid naming skills; and

() Encoding skills.

Sec. 9. 1. The board of trustees of a school district or the governing body
of a charter school, as applicable, shall administer the early literacy screening
assessment prescribed pursuant to section 8 of this act to {determinewhether-af

each pupil thas} enrolled in kindergarten or grade 1, 2 or 3 who:

(a) Has indicators for dyslexta fﬂ#%ed# s and

(b) Needs tnterventwn el

2. If an early literacy screening assessment administered pursuant to
subsection 1 {ssggests} confirms that a pupil has indicators for dyslexia, the
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board of trustees of a school district or governing body of a charter school, as
applzcable, shall _#

%ébé#kkh% address the needs 0f the pupil through the #éespwe-te—
Intervention] response to scientific, research-based intervention system of
instruction.

3. If the {Response-to ention] response to scientific, research-based
intervention system of tnstructton determtnes that a pupil needs additional
screening in order to determine whether the pupil has a_specific learning
disability, including, without limitation, dyslexia:

(a) The pupil must receive additional testing by a trained professional using
a norm-referenced test;_and

(b) The board of trustees of the school district or the governing body of the
charter school, as uppltcuble, shall perform a comprehenstve %#ﬁaﬂ#
evaluation for the pupil in addition to the required {R
response to sctenttf c, research-based mterventwn system of tnstructton _{*a#%

» ¢ ” Se (Deleted bv amendment )
Sec 11. #Hee} When develomng an tndtwdnaltzed educatton program for a
pupil with dyslexia fthe p 6 e
ineludes] in_accordance wzth NRS 388 520 the pupll ’s tndtvzdualtzed edncatton
program_team_shall consider, without limitation, the following instructional
approaches:
1. Explicit, direct instruction that is systematic, sequential and cumulative
and follows a logical plan of presenting the alphabetic principle that targets the
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specific needs of the {pupilovithoutp+ ingprior—skills—o
pupil;

2. Individualized instruction to meet the specific needs of the pupil in &

an_appropriate _setting that uses intensive, highly-concentrated

tnstrnctmn methods and materials that maximize pupil engagement;

3. Meaning-based instruction directed at purposeful reading and writing,
with an emphasis on comprehension and composition; and

4.  Multisensory instruction that incorporates the simultaneous use of two or
more sensory pathways durtng teacher presentattons and puptl practice.

L

dys 4 St (Deleted bv amendment )

Sec 13 1. The Department shall designate at least one employee of the
Department to receive training in_effective methods of intervention for pupils
with dyslexia.

2. _The board of trustees of each school district and the governing body of
each charter school shall {previdef ensure that at least one employee who serves
pupils in kindergarten or grade 1, 2 or 3 is destgnated at each school to recetve
professional development regarding dyslexia_. {fo 5 dete
M%H Such_professional development must mclude, wzthout ltmltatwn,
training in:

(a) Methods to recognize indicators for dyslexia; and

(b) The science related to teaching a pupil with dyslexia.

24 3. The professional development {previded} required pursuant to
subsection

%éba%éaj# may be provrded on the Internet by a regmnal tramtng program
for the professional development of teachers and administrators created by NRS
391.512 or at another venue approved by the Department.

Sec. 14. The Department shall prepare and publish a Dyslexia Resource
Guide as a guide for each school district and public school, including, without
limitation, a charter school, to use to identify and provide dyslexia {therapyf
intervention for pupils with dyslexia.

Sec. 15. NRS 388.440 is hereby amended to read as follows:

388.440 As used in NRS 388.440 to 388.5317, inclusive |} , and sections 8
to 14, inclusive, of this act:
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1. “Communication mode” means any system or method of communication
used by a person who is deaf or whose hearing is impaired to facilitate
communication which may include, without limitation:

(a) American Sign Language;

(b) English-based manual or sign systems;

(c) Oral and aural communication;

(d) Spoken and written English, including speech reading or lip reading; and

(e) Communication with assistive technology devices.

2. “Dyslexia” means a neurological learning disability characterized by
difficulties with accurate and fluent word recognition and poor spelling and
decoding abilities that typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of Iangnage

(JAY

—} “Dyslexta #hﬂ%% intervention” means systematic, multtsensory

ftherapy}] intervention offered in fa#n##g#eﬂf} an aggl ogrmte settlng that lS
dertved from evzdence-based research g d=b3 pslexid .

%f} 4. “Grfted and talented puprl” means a person under the age of 18 years
who demonstrates such outstanding academic skills or aptitudes that the person
cannot progress effectively in a regular school program and therefore needs special
instruction or special services.

5. “Individualized education program” has the meaning ascribed to it
in 20 U. S C.§ 1414(d)(1)(A)

{4=%# 6. “Individualized education program team” has the meaning ascribed
to it in 20 U.S.C. § 1414(d)(1)(B).

15=8+ 7 “Pupil who receives early intervening services” means a person
enrolled in kindergarten or grades 1 to 12, inclusive, who is not a pupil with a
disability but who needs additional academic and behavioral support to succeed in a
regular school program.

{6494 8. “Pupil with a disability” means a person under the age of 22 years
who deviates either educationally, physically, socially or emotionally so markedly
from normal patterns that the person cannot progress effectively in a regular school
program and therefore needs specral 1nstruct10n or spec1a1 servrces

HOF 9. [“Response-to-Intervention—system—of—instruetion
scientific, revearch-baved tnterventmn means a
collaborative process which assesses a pupil’s response to scientific, research-
based intervention _that {previdesforf is matched to the needs of a pupil tearly
identifieation] and {suppert] that svstematlcallv monttors the level of
perf()rmance and rate of learning of fagl the uptl ;

time for the fise} purpose of friverss er ¢ :
elassroom _making data-based decmom concerntn,g7 the need of the puml for
increasingly intensified services.

10. “Specific learning disability” means a disorder in one or more of the
basic _psychological processes involved in _understanding or using spoken or
written language which is not primarily the result of a visual, hearing or motor
impairment, _intellectual disability, serious emotional disturbance, or an
environmental, cultural or economic disadvantage. Such a disorder may manifest
itself in_an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or perform

It

‘Response_to
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mathematical calculations. The term_includes, without limitation, perceptual
disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia and developmental
aphasia.

Sec. 16. NRS 388.520 is hereby amended to read as follows:

388.520 1. The Department shall:

(a) Prescribe a form that contains the basic information necessary for the
uniform development, review and revision of an individualized education program
for a pupil with a disability in accordance with 20 U.S.C. § 1414(d); and

(b) Make the form available on a computer disc for use by school districts and,
upon request, in any other manner deemed reasonable by the Department.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, each school district shall
ensure that the form prescribed by the Department is used for the development,
review and revision of an individualized education program for each pupil with a
disability who receives special education in the school district. A school district
may use an expanded form that contains additions to the form prescribed by the
Department if the basic information contained in the expanded form complies with
the form prescribed by the Department.

3. The State Board:

(a) Shall prescribe minimum standards for the special education of pupils with
disabilities and gifted and talented pupils.

(b) May prescribe minimum standards for the provision of early intervening
services.

4. The minimum standards prescribed by the State Board must include
standards for programs of instruction or special services maintained for the purpose
of serving pupils with:

(a) Hearing impairments, including, but not limited to, deafness.

(b) Visual impairments, including, but not limited to, blindness.

(c) Orthopedic impairments.

(d) Speech and language impairments.

(e) Intellectual disabilities.

(f) Multiple impairments.

(g) Serious emotional disturbances.

(h) Other health impairments.

(i) Specific learning disabilities .

(j) Autism spectrum disorders.

(k) Traumatic brain injuries.

(1) Developmental delays.

(m) Gifted and talented abilities.

5. The minimum standards prescribed by the State Board for pupils with
hearing impairments, including, without limitation, deafness, pursuant to paragraph
(a) of subsection 4 must provide:

(a) That a pupil cannot be denied the opportunity for instruction in a particular
communication mode solely because the communication mode originally chosen
for the pupil is different from a communication mode recommended by the pupil’s
individualized education program team; and

(b) That, to the extent feasible, as determined by the board of trustees of the
school district, a school is required to provide instruction to those pupils in more
than one communication mode.

6. The minimum standards prescribed by the State Board for pupils with
dyslexia pursuant to paragraph (i) of subsection 4 must include, without
limitation, standards for instruction on:
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(a) Phonemic awareness to enable a pupil to detect, segment, blend and
manipulate sounds in spoken language;

(b) Graphonomic knowledge for teaching the sounds associated with letters
in the English language;

(¢c) The structure of the English language, including, without limitation,
morphology, semantics, syntax and pragmatics;

(d) Linguistic instruction directed toward proficiency and fluency with the
patterns of language so that words and sentences are carriers of meaning; and

(e) Strategies that a pupil may use for decoding, encoding, word recognition,
fluency and comprehension.

7. No apportionment of state money may be made to any school district or
charter school for the instruction of pupils with disabilities and gifted and talented
pupils until the program of instruction maintained therein for such pupils is
approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction as meeting the minimum
standards prescribed by the State Board.

7} 8. The Department shall, upon the request of the board of trustees of a
school district, provide information to the board of trustees concerning the
identification and evaluation of pupils with disabilities in accordance with the
standards prescribed by the State Board.

184 9. The Department shall post on the Internet website maintained by the
Department the data that is submitted to the United States Secretary of Education
pursuant to 20 U.S.C. § 1418 within 30 days after submission of the data to the
Secretary in a manner that does not result in the disclosure of data that is
identifiable to an individual pupil.

Sec. 17. NRS 391.037 is hereby amended to read as follows:

391.037 1. The State Board shall:

(a) Prescribe by regulation the standards for approval of a course of study or
training offered by an educational institution to qualify a person to be a teacher or
administrator or to perform other educational functions. The regulations prescribed
pursuant to this paragraph must include, without limitation, training on how to
identify a pupil who is at risk for dyslexia or related disorders.

(b) Maintain descriptions of the approved courses of study required to qualify
for endorsements in fields of specialization and provide to an applicant, upon
request, the approved course of study for a particular endorsement.

2. Except for an applicant who submits an application for the issuance of a
license pursuant to subparagraph (1) of paragraph (a) or paragraph (g) or (j) of
subsection 1 of NRS 391.019, an applicant for a license as a teacher or
administrator or to perform some other educational function must submit with his
or her application, in the form prescribed by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, proof that the applicant has satisfactorily completed a course of study
and training approved by the State Board pursuant to subsectlon 1.

cog £ 1

1
(D:,leted by amendmznt )
Sec. 19. This act becomes effective on July 1, 2015.




