
 MAY 1, 2015 — DAY 89  3441 

 

THE EIGHTY-NINTH DAY 

  _____________  

 

CARSON CITY (Friday), May 1, 2015 

  

 Assembly called to order at 12:05 p.m. 

 Mr. Speaker presiding. 

 Roll called. 

 All present. 

 Prayer by the Chaplain, Pastor Albert Tilstra. 
 Help us, O God, to treat every human heart as if it were breaking, and to consider the feelings 
of others as we do our own. 

 Help us to be gentle and to control our tempers that we may learn to love one another. 

 Give us the grace so to live this day, in the name of Jesus. 

AMEN. 

 Pledge of allegiance to the Flag. 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that further reading of the Journal be 

dispensed with and the Speaker and Chief Clerk be authorized to make the 

necessary corrections and additions. 

 Motion carried. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. Speaker: 
 Your Committee on Government Affairs, to which were referred Senate Bills Nos. 244, 448, 

473, 482, has had the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with the 

recommendation: Do pass. 

JOHN C. ELLISON, Chair 

Mr. Speaker: 

 Your Committee on Judiciary, to which were referred Senate Bills Nos. 37, 55, 449, has had 
the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with the recommendation: 

Do pass. 

 Also, your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred Senate Bill No. 136, has had the 
same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with the recommendation: 

Without recommendation, and rerefer to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

IRA HANSEN, Chair 

Mr. Speaker: 

 Your Committee on Transportation, to which were referred Senate Bills Nos. 2, 121, 142, 229, 

has had the same under consideration, and begs leave to report the same back with the 
recommendation: Do pass. 

JIM WHEELER, Chair 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

SENATE CHAMBER, Carson City, April 30, 2015 

To the Honorable the Assembly: 

 I have the honor to inform your honorable body that the Senate on this day passed Assembly 
Bill No. 37. 
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 Also, I have the honor to inform your honorable body that the Senate on this day passed, as 
amended, Senate Bill No. 503. 

 SHERRY RODRIGUEZ 
 Assistant Secretary of the Senate 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that Senate Bill No. 459 be taken from 

its position on the General File and placed at the top of the General File. 

 Motion carried. 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that Senate Bill No. 66; Senate Joint 

Resolution No. 11 be taken from the General File and placed on the Chief 

Clerk’s desk. 

 Motion carried. 

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERENCE 

 Senate Bill No. 503. 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that the bill be referred to the 

Committee on Ways and Means. 

 Motion carried. 

SECOND READING AND AMENDMENT 

 Senate Bill No. 23. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 43. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 159. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 195. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 200. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 205. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 217. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 263. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 271. 

 Bill read second time. 

 The following amendment was proposed by the Committee on Government 

Affairs: 
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 Amendment No. 653. 

 AN ACT relating to the Virgin Valley Water District; authorizing the 

District to issue certain letters for commitment to supply water service; 

requiring the annual renewal of such letters; providing a fee; and providing 

other matters properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 

 Existing law authorizes the Virgin Valley Water District to supply water 

under contract or agreement to certain entities when such supply is available. 

(Virgin Valley Water District Act § 3) Section 1 of this bill provides that: (1) 

the District may issue a letter that commits the District to supply water service 

to a particular property subject to [certain conditions] any condition precedent 

[;] set forth in the letter; and (2) such a letter must be renewed on an annual 

basis, subject to a reasonable fee, or the letter will expire. Section 1 also 

provides that the District will not refund any fees paid by, return any water 

rights dedicated to or pay any expenses of the holder associated with the 

construction and dedication of any infrastructure if the holder of such a letter 

fails to meet any condition precedent included in the letter or if the letter 

expires. Section 2 of this bill makes the requirement for the renewal of such 

letters apply retroactively to any letter issued before July 1, 2015. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 

SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  The Virgin Valley Water District Act, being chapter 100, 

Statutes of Nevada 1993, at page 159, is hereby amended by adding thereto a 

new section to be designated as section 3.5, immediately following section 3.3, 

to read as follows: 

 Sec. 3.5.  1.  For property under development or proposed to be 

developed for residential, commercial or industrial purposes, the 

District may issue a letter that commits the District to supply water 

service to the property subject to [certain conditions] any condition 

precedent [,] set forth in the letter, including, without limitation, the 

payment of fees, the dedication of water rights or the construction and 

dedication of infrastructure.  

 2.  A letter issued pursuant to subsection 1 must be renewed on an 

annual basis in accordance with the regulations and policies of the 

District. The District may establish a reasonable fee, by regulation, for 

the renewal of such a letter. Any letter that is not renewed expires on 

the day after the deadline for renewal.  

 3.  For a letter issued pursuant to subsection 1, the District shall not 

refund any fees paid by, return any water rights dedicated to or pay any 

expenses of the holder of the letter for the construction and dedication 

of any infrastructure if: 

 (a) The holder of the letter fails to meet any condition precedent 

included in the letter; or 

 (b) The letter expires pursuant to subsection 2. 
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 Sec. 2.  1.  Any letter issued by the Virgin Valley Water District before 

July 1, 2015, for a commitment to supply water service must be renewed with 

the District on or before July 1, 2016, and on an annual basis thereafter. Any 

such letter not renewed pursuant to this section will expire on the day after the 

deadline for renewal.  

 2.  To renew a letter described in subsection 1, the holder of the letter must 

prove to the satisfaction of the District that: 

 (a) The water that is the subject of the letter has been put to beneficial use; 

or 

 (b) If the water that is the subject of the letter has not been put to beneficial 

use, the project for which the commitment to supply water service was 

acquired is still under development. A project shall be deemed to be under 

development if: 

  (1) The building permit for the property is not cancelled or expired; 

  (2) Any final map associated with the property is not cancelled or 

inactive; [or] and 

  (3) The holder of the letter has, within the immediately preceding 12 

months, contributed towards the development of the property: 

   (I) Money equal to 10 percent of the total estimated development costs 

of the property, including planned improvements; or 

   (II) Labor, services or improvements with a fair market value of at least 

10 percent of the total estimated development costs of the property, including 

planned improvements.  

 3.  The District shall approve the renewal of an existing letter if the request 

for renewal is submitted before the annual deadline and includes the 

information required by subsection 2.  

 4.  The District shall not refund any fees paid by, return any water rights 

dedicated to or pay any expenses of the holder of a letter associated with the 

construction and dedication of any infrastructure if the letter expires pursuant 

to this section.  

 Sec. 3.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2015. 

 Assemblyman Ellison moved the adoption of the amendment. 

 Remarks by Assemblyman Ellison. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN ELLISON: 
 The amendment clarifies that a letter committing the Virgin Valley Water District to supply 

water to a particular property is subject to any condition precedent and replaces the word “or” with 

“and” regarding certain specifications concerning the development status of a project. 

 Amendment adopted. 

 Bill ordered reprinted, reengrossed and to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 418. 

 Bill read second time and ordered to third reading. 

 Senate Bill No. 485. 

 Bill read second time. 
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 The following amendment was proposed by the Committee on Government 

Affairs: 

 Amendment No. 652. 

 AN ACT relating to water; revising provisions relating to the adjudication 

of vested water rights; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 

 Under existing law, water rights for surface water, artesian groundwater and 

percolating groundwater that were initiated by applying water to beneficial use 

before the statutes regulating those water sources were enacted by the Nevada 

Legislature in 1905, 1913 and 1939, respectively, are known as vested water 

rights. Existing law provides a procedure for determining the extent of all 

vested water rights on a water source, which is called an adjudication. As part 

of that procedure, claimants of vested rights are required to file proofs of 

appropriation with the State Engineer, which is known in existing law as the 

procedure of taking proofs. (NRS 533.090-533.320) 

 Section 1 of this bill requires any claimant of a pre-statutory water right to 

submit proof of the claim to the State Engineer on or before December 31, 

2025, regardless of whether an adjudication has been ordered for a water 

source. If a claimant fails to submit such proof, the claim is deemed to be 

[extinguished.] abandoned. Section 1 requires the State Engineer to provide 

notice of this requirement in various manners during the 10-year period before 

the deadline. Sections 2 and 5-8 of this bill conform provisions in existing law 

governing the procedure of the State Engineer taking proofs to reflect the 

submission of any proofs pursuant to section 1 to the State Engineer before an 

adjudication has been ordered. Sections 3, 4, 9 and 11 of this bill eliminate 

the procedure of the State Engineer taking proofs in an adjudication on and 

after January 1, 2026, because section 1 requires proofs of all pre-statutory 

water rights to be on file with the State Engineer by December 31, 2025, or 

such claims are [extinguished.] deemed to be abandoned. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 

SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Chapter 533 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto a 

new section to read as follows: 

 1.  A claimant of any vested water right must submit, on a form 

prescribed by the State Engineer, proof of the claim to the State Engineer on 

or before December 31, 2025. If a claimant fails to file such proof on or 

before December 31, 2025, the claim shall be deemed to be [extinguished.] 

abandoned. 

 2.  Until December 31, 2025, the State Engineer shall cause notice of the 

provisions of subsection 1 to be: 

 (a) Published annually for 4 consecutive weeks in four or more 

newspapers of general circulation throughout the State. 

 (b) Posted on the Internet website maintained by the State Engineer. 

 Sec. 2.  NRS 533.095 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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 533.095  1.  As soon as practicable after the State Engineer shall make 

and enter the order granting the petition or selecting the streams upon which 

the determination of rights is to begin, the State Engineer shall prepare a notice 

setting forth the fact of the entry of the order and of the pendency of the 

proceedings. 

 2.  The notice shall: 

 (a) Name a date when the State Engineer or the State Engineer’s assistants 

shall begin the examination. 

 (b) Set forth that all claimants to rights in the waters of the stream system 

are required, as provided in this chapter, to make proof of their claims [.] , 

except claimants who submitted proof of their claims pursuant to section 1 

of this act. 

 3.  The notice shall be published for a period of 4 consecutive weeks in one 

or more newspapers of general circulation within the boundaries of the stream 

system. 

 Sec. 3.  NRS 533.095 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.095  1.  As soon as practicable after the State Engineer shall make 

and enter the order granting the petition or selecting the streams upon which 

the determination of rights is to begin, the State Engineer shall prepare a notice 

setting forth the fact of the entry of the order and of the pendency of the 

proceedings. 

 2.  The notice shall [: 

 (a) Name] name a date when the State Engineer or the State Engineer’s 

assistants shall begin the examination. 

 [(b) Set forth that all claimants to rights in the waters of the stream system 

are required, as provided in this chapter, to make proof of their claims, except 

claimants who submitted proof of their claims pursuant to section 1 of this act.] 

 3.  The notice shall be published for a period of 4 consecutive weeks in one 

or more newspapers of general circulation within the boundaries of the stream 

system. 

 Sec. 4.  NRS 533.105 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.105  1.  If satisfactory data are available from the measurements and 

areas compiled by the United States Geological Survey or other persons, the 

State Engineer may dispense with the execution of such surveys and the 

preparation of such maps and stream measurements, except insofar as is 

necessary to prepare them to conform with the rules and regulations, as 

provided in NRS 533.100. 

 2.  If the surveys are executed and maps are prepared and filed with the 

State Engineer at the instance of the person claiming a right to the use of water, 

the proportionate cost thereof, as determined by the State Engineer, to be 

assessed and collected for the adjudication of the relative rights, as provided 

in this chapter, shall be remitted to the claimant after the completion of the 

determination; but the map must conform with the rules and regulations of the 

State Engineer and shall be accepted only after the State Engineer is satisfied 

that the data shown thereon are substantially correct. Such measurements, 
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maps and determinations shall be exhibited for inspection [at the time of taking 

proofs and] during the period during which [such] proofs of claims and 

evidence are kept open for inspection in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter. 

 Sec. 5.  NRS 533.110 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.110  1.  Upon the filing of such measurements, maps and 

determinations, the State Engineer shall prepare a notice setting forth the date 

when the State Engineer is to commence the taking of proofs , except proofs 

submitted pursuant to section 1 of this act, as to the rights in and to the waters 

of the stream system, and the date prior to which the same must be filed. The 

date set prior to which the proofs must be filed shall not be less than 60 days 

from the date set for the commencement of the taking of proofs. The notice 

shall be deemed to be an order of the State Engineer as to its contents. The 

State Engineer shall cause the notice to be published for a period of 4 

consecutive weeks in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the 

boundaries of the stream system, the date of the last publication of the notice 

to be not less than 15 days prior to the date fixed for the commencement of the 

taking of proofs by the State Engineer. 

 2.  At or near the time of the first publication of the notice, the State 

Engineer shall send by registered or certified mail to each person, or deliver to 

each person, in person, hereinafter designated as claimant, claiming rights in 

or to the waters of the stream system, insofar as such claimants can be 

reasonably ascertained, who has not submitted proof pursuant to section 1 of 

this act, a notice equivalent in terms to the published notice setting forth the 

date when the State Engineer will commence the taking of proofs, and the date 

prior to which proofs must be filed with the State Engineer. The notice must 

be mailed at least 30 days prior to the date fixed for the commencement of the 

taking of proofs. 

 Sec. 6.  NRS 533.115 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.115  The State Engineer shall, in addition, enclose with the notice to 

be mailed as provided in NRS 533.110, blank forms upon which [the] a 

claimant who has not submitted proof pursuant to section 1 of this act shall 

present in writing all particulars necessary for the determination of the 

claimant’s right in or to the waters of the stream system, the statement to 

include the following: 

 1.  The name and post office address of the claimant. 

 2.  The nature of the right or use on which the claim for appropriation is 

based. 

 3.  The time of the initiation of such right and a description of works of 

diversion and distribution. 

 4.  The date of beginning of construction. 

 5.  The date when completed. 

 6.  The dates of beginning and completion of enlargements. 

 7.  The dimensions of the ditch as originally constructed and as enlarged. 
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 8.  The date when water was first used for irrigation or other beneficial 

purposes and, if used for irrigation, the amount of land reclaimed the first year, 

the amount in subsequent years, with the dates of reclamation, and the area and 

location of the lands which are intended to be irrigated. 

 9.  The character of the soil and the kind of crops cultivated, the number of 

acre-feet of water per annum required to irrigate the land, and such other facts 

as will show the extent and nature of the right and compliance with the law in 

acquiring the same, as may be required by the State Engineer. 

 Sec. 7.  NRS 533.120 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.120  1.  Each claimant shall be required to certify to his or her 

statement completed pursuant to NRS 533.115 under oath. The State Engineer 

and the State Engineer’s assistants authorized to take proofs are hereby 

authorized to administer such oaths. 

 2.  Oaths shall be administered and blank forms furnished by the State 

Engineer and the State Engineer’s assistants without charge. 

 Sec. 8.  NRS 533.125 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.125  1.  The State Engineer shall commence the taking of any proofs 

not submitted pursuant to section 1 of this act on the date fixed and named in 

the notice provided for in NRS 533.110 for the commencement of the taking 

of proofs. The State Engineer shall proceed therewith during the period fixed 

by the State Engineer and named in the notice, after which no proofs shall be 

received by or filed by the State Engineer. The State Engineer may, in his or 

her discretion, for cause shown, extend the time in which proofs may be filed. 

 2.  Upon neglect or refusal of any person to make proof of his or her claim 

or rights in or to the waters of such stream system, as required by this chapter, 

prior to the expiration of the period fixed by the State Engineer during which 

proofs may be filed, the State Engineer shall determine the right of such person 

from such evidence as the State Engineer may obtain or may have on file in 

the Office of the State Engineer in the way of maps, plats, surveys and 

transcripts, and exceptions to such determination may be filed in court, as 

provided in this chapter. 

 Sec. 9.  NRS 533.140 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.140  1.  As soon as practicable , [after the expiration of the period 

fixed in which proofs may be filed,] the State Engineer shall assemble all 

proofs related to the stream or stream system which have been filed with the 

State Engineer [,] and prepare, certify and have printed an abstract of all such 

proofs. The State Engineer shall also prepare from the proofs and evidence 

taken or given before the State Engineer, or obtained by the State Engineer, a 

preliminary order of determination establishing the several rights of claimants 

to the waters of the stream. 

 2.  When the abstract of proofs and the preliminary order of determination 

is completed, the State Engineer shall then prepare a notice fixing and setting 

a time and place when and where the evidence taken by or filed with the State 

Engineer and the proofs of claims must be open to the inspection of all 

interested persons, the period of inspection to be not less than 20 days. The 
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notice shall be deemed an order of the State Engineer as to the matters 

contained therein. 

 3.  A copy of the notice, together with a printed copy of the preliminary 

order of determination and a printed copy of the abstract of proofs, must be 

delivered by the State Engineer, or sent by registered or certified mail, at least 

30 days before the first day of such period of inspection, to each person who 

has [appeared and] filed proof [, as provided in this section.] related to the 

stream or stream system. 

 4.  The State Engineer shall be present at the time and place designated in 

the notice and allow, during that period, any persons interested to inspect such 

evidence and proof as have been filed with [or taken by] the State Engineer in 

accordance with this chapter. 

 Sec. 10.  NRS 533.250 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.250  1.  Any and all maps, plats, surveys and evidence on file in the 

Office of the State Engineer relating to any proof of appropriation involved in 

the proceeding for the determination of the relative rights in and to the waters 

of any stream system, obtained or filed under the provisions of this chapter or 

any preceding act relating to the Office of State Engineer, shall be admissible 

in court and shall have the same force and effect as though obtained and 

submitted under the provisions of this chapter. 

 2.  At least 90 days prior to the rendering of his or her order of 

determination of the relative rights in and to the waters of any stream system, 

the State Engineer shall notify all parties in interest of his or her intention to 

consider such maps, plats and evidence, and of his or her intention to submit 

the findings of the State Engineer to the court under the provisions of this 

chapter. [The notice shall be given in the manner prescribed in NRS 533.110.] 

 3.  Within 60 days after such notice, any party in interest may file with the 

State Engineer any additional or supplementary maps, plats, surveys or 

evidence, or objections to the admissibility of any evidence hitherto presented 

and on file in the office of the State Engineer, in relation to his or her claim of 

water right or adverse to the claim or claims of the water right of any other 

party or parties in interest, in order so to perfect his or her claim in accordance 

with the provisions of this chapter, and the State Engineer shall consider the 

whole thereof in rendering such order of determination, and the same shall 

become a part of the record which shall be submitted to the court as provided 

by NRS 533.165 to 533.235, inclusive. 

 Sec. 11.  NRS 533.364 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 533.364  1.  In addition to the requirements of NRS 533.370, before 

approving an application for an interbasin transfer of more than 250 acre-feet 

of groundwater from a basin which the State Engineer has not previously 

inventoried or for which the State Engineer has not conducted, or caused to be 

conducted, a study pursuant to NRS 532.165 or 533.368, the State Engineer or 

a person designated by the State Engineer shall conduct an inventory of the 

basin from which the water is to be exported. The inventory must include: 
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 (a) The total amount of surface water and groundwater appropriated in 

accordance with a decreed, certified or permitted right; 

 (b) An estimate of the amount and location of all surface water and 

groundwater that is available for appropriation in the basin; and 

 (c) The name of each owner of record set forth in the records of the Office 

of the State Engineer for each decreed, certified or permitted right in the basin. 

 2.  The provisions of this section do not: 

 (a) Require the State Engineer to initiate or complete a determination of the 

surface water or groundwater rights pursuant to NRS 533.090 to 533.320, 

inclusive, and section 1 of this act, or to otherwise quantify any vested claims 

of water rights in the basin before approving an application for an interbasin 

transfer of groundwater from the basin; or 

 (b) Prohibit the State Engineer from considering information received from 

or work completed by another person to include in the inventory, if the 

inventory is otherwise conducted in accordance with the provisions of 

subsection 1. 

 3.  The State Engineer shall charge the applicant a fee to cover the cost of 

the inventory. The amount of the fee must not exceed the cost to the State 

Engineer of conducting the inventory. 

 4.  The State Engineer shall complete any inventory conducted pursuant to 

subsection 1 within 1 year after commencing the inventory. 

 Sec. 12.  NRS 533.110, 533.115, 533.120 and 533.125 are hereby 

repealed. 

 Sec. 13.  1.  This section and sections 1, 2, 5 to 8, inclusive, and 11 of 

this act become effective on July 1, 2015. 

 2.  Sections 3, 4, 9, 10 and 12 of this act become effective on January 1, 

2026. 

LEADLINES OF REPEALED SECTIONS 

 533.110  Notice of commencement of taking of proofs as to rights; time 

for filing; publication and mailing of notice. 

 533.115  Blank forms enclosed with notice; contents of statement. 

 533.120  Statements to be certified under oath; no fee for 

administering or furnishing blank form. 

 533.125  Commencement of taking of proofs; extension of time; 

determination of rights if claimant neglects or refuses to make proof. 

 Assemblyman Ellison moved the adoption of the amendment. 

 Remarks by Assemblyman Ellison. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN ELLISON: 

 Regarding the loss of a water right, the amendment replaces the term “extinguished” with 

“abandoned.”  The word “abandoned” is a term of art previously defined in statute. 

 Amendment adopted. 

 Bill ordered reprinted, engrossed and to third reading. 
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GENERAL FILE AND THIRD READING 

 Senate Bill No. 459. 

 Bill read third time. 

 Remarks by Assemblymen Oscarson and Fiore. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN OSCARSON: 
 Senate Bill 459 enacts the Good Samaritan Drug Overdose Act under which citizens and health 

care professionals are encouraged to seek or provide overdose reversal and emergency medical 

assistance to persons who appear to be experiencing a drug or alcohol overdose.  The bill 
implements a policy of overdose prevention, including authorizing certain health care providers 

to prescribe and dispense to a family member, friend, or other person who is in a position to assist 

a person experiencing a drug overdose certain medications that block the effects of addictive 
painkilling drugs such as morphine, heroin, and methadone.  The bill provides immunity from 

civil and criminal liability and professional discipline for such actions under certain circumstances.  

The bill makes conforming changes to provisions concerning professional licensing boards of the 

various practitioners who are authorized to dispense controlled substances. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN FIORE: 

 I rise in opposition to Senate Bill 459.  We have a lot of regulations that are overburdensome 

to our doctors in Nevada.  I urge the body to not support this bill. 

 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 459: 
 YEAS—32. 
 NAYS—Dickman, Dooling, Ellison, Fiore, Hansen, Jones, Moore, Seaman, Shelton, 

Trowbridge—10. 

 Senate Bill No. 459 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. Speaker 

declared it passed, as amended. 

 Bill ordered transmitted to the Senate. 

 Senate Bill No. 44. 

 Bill read third time. 

 Remarks by Assemblymen Gardner, Fiore, and Ellison. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN GARDNER: 
 Senate Bill 44 revises the statutory limit on the fees prescribed by the Commission on Mineral 

Resources for permits to drill a well in search of oil and natural gas to $2,000 for a well not 

intended to be hydraulically fractured and $5,000 for a well that is intended to be hydraulically 
fractured.  The bill also establishes a fee limit of $400 for a request to change the terms of an 

existing oil or gas permit.  Finally, S.B. 44 raises the statutory limit on the fee assessed against a 

producer of oil or natural gas to 30 cents for each barrel of oil or each 50,000 cubic feet of 
natural gas.   

 This was a bill that was actually brought to us by the industry.  The industry supported it.  It 

got out of the Committee on Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Mining unanimously because of 

the industry’s support.  I ask you all to support this bill. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN FIORE: 

 I rise in opposition to Senate Bill 44.  Much has been said about this bill to attempt to get our 
votes.  We have been told that everyone is for this bill.  That may be true of the existing companies 

that are exploring for oil and natural gas, but that does not naturally extend to potential businesses 

that might want to explore for oil in our state.  One of the basic tenants of our economy is that an 
increase in price will lead to a loss in customers.  With this vote, we are increasing the price of 

doing business in Nevada.  We are not changing the way these businesses are regulated.  All we 

are doing is increasing the price of doing business.  The Division of Minerals will regulate these 
businesses, but the Division of Environmental Protection is still tasked with writing the regulations 

along with the Division of Minerals.  This bill does not change that.  I strongly oppose any measure 
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that makes it more expensive to conduct business in Nevada.   We need every job we can get, so 

please oppose this bill. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN ELLISON: 

 I rise in support of Senate Bill 44.  This is one of those bills where you can either call it a tax 
or you can call it a fee.  This is not a tax at all.  This is a fee that the industry asked for and the 

users asked for to operate their services.  I ask my colleagues to please stand and vote for this bill.  

This is something the Division of Minerals studied throughout the state, and I was at most of them 

in my district.  I stand in support and I ask my colleagues to do the same. 

 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 44: 
 YEAS—35. 
 NAYS—Dickman, Dooling, Fiore, Jones, Moore, Shelton, Wheeler—7. 

 Senate Bill No. 44 having received a two-thirds majority, Mr. Speaker 

declared it passed. 

 Bill ordered transmitted to the Senate. 

 Senate Bill No. 417. 

 Bill read third time. 

 Remarks by Assemblywoman Dooling. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DOOLING: 

 Senate Bill 417 prohibits the use of information obtained from a radio signal or transmitting 
device to harass or take a game mammal, bird, or other wildlife or for any other purpose without 

written authorization from the Department of Wildlife.  The bill also prohibits the use of location 

information obtained from Department records within one year after collection to harass or take 

any game mammal, bird, or other wildlife. 

 Roll call on Senate Bill No. 417: 
 YEAS—42. 
 NAYS—None. 

 Senate Bill No. 417 having received a constitutional majority, Mr. Speaker 

declared it passed. 

 Bill ordered transmitted to the Senate. 

MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND NOTICES 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that Senate Bill No. 195 be taken from 

General File and rereferred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 Motion carried. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SIGNING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

 There being no objections, the Speaker and Chief Clerk signed Assembly 

Bill No. 333; Senate Bill No. 505. 

GUESTS EXTENDED PRIVILEGE OF ASSEMBLY FLOOR 

 On request of Assemblyman O’Neill, the privilege of the floor of the 

Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to the following students, 

chaperones, and teachers from Silver State Charter School:  Jacob Molnar, 

Kristina Lozano, Stephanie Parks, Jonathan Carrick, Michael Pilant, Kenneth 
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Geary, Sean McLean, Juston Gardner, Emily Gehr, Riley McElfish, Nicholas 

Hennessey, and Tayelor Kurashige. 

 On request of Assemblyman Oscarson, the privilege of the floor of the 

Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to Mike Repas. 

 On request of Assemblyman Silberkraus, the privilege of the floor of the 

Assembly Chamber for this day was extended to the following students, 

chaperones and teachers from Lake Mead Christian Academy:  Luke Lassiter, 

Zach Pantea, Peyton Griffin-Anthony, Deaken Madruga, Zoey Dellorso, 

Kennedy Maddox, Natalie Lopez, Dani Swolensky, Cooper Long, Connor 

Raybuck, Isabella Dowell, Jocelyn Fox, Lola Ramos, Kostas Bauck, Nolan 

Blakeley, Connor Page, Connor Claunch, Seth Hohn, Mary Baryeh, Alycia 

Sanderin, Emma Engelien, Emily LeBaron, Quinten Klinger, Audrey 

Dieleman, Leah Sadler, Kayleigh Knorr, Justice Stewart, Alekk Castillo, Paul 

Le, Cody Zemski, Shawn Davis, Nayeli Rodriguez, Chase Doran, Blake Baird, 

Trevor LaPres, Sage Gillespie, Mary Corrigan, and Katelyn Segura. 

 Assemblyman Paul Anderson moved that the Assembly adjourn until 

Monday, May 4, 2015, at 11:30 a.m. 

 Motion carried. 

 Assembly adjourned at 12:31 p.m. 

Approved: JOHN HAMBRICK 

 Speaker of the Assembly 

Attest: SUSAN FURLONG 

 Chief Clerk of the Assembly 
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