2017 Session (79th) A AB22 68

Amendment No. 68

Assembly Amendment to Assembly Bill No. 22 (BDR 37-123)
Proposed by: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

Amends: Summary: No Title: No Preamble: No Joint Sponsorship: No Digest: Yes

ASSEMBLY ACTION Initialand Date | SENATE ACTION  Initial and Date
Adopted [ ] Lost [] | Adopted [ Lost []
Concuredln ] Not [ | Concurredtn ] Not []
Receded [ ] Not [] | Receded ] Not []

EXPLANATION: Matter in (1) blue bold italics is new language in the original
bill; (2) variations of green bold underlining is language proposed to be added in
this amendment (3) Feeks&ﬂee%hmugh is deleted language in the original bill; (4)

B #gh is language proposed to be deleted in this amendment;
(5) orange dnuble undcnlmm; is deleted language in the original bill proposed to be
retained in this amendment.

JFD/EGO Date: 4/6/2017

A.B. No. 22—Revises certain provisions relating to veterans. (BDR 37-123)
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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 22—COMMITTEE
ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

(ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICES)

PREFILED NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Referred to Committee on Government Affairs
SUMMARY—Revises certain provisions relating to veterans. (BDR 37-123)

FISCAL NOTE:  Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: Executive Budget.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is material to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to veterans; revising provisions relating to the position of deputy
director of the Department of Veterans Services; requiring the Director
of the Department to create and maintain a statewide database of
information relating to veterans and a registry of certain entities that
provide services and resources to veterans; requiring the Director to
ensure that each generation of veterans is recognized annually;
removing provisions relating to the provision of guardianship services
by the Director; removing the requirement that certain offices of the
Department be located in certain cities; and providing other matters
properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law requires the Director of the Department of Veterans Services to appoint one
Deputy Director of the Department, who must be a resident of Nevada, possess an honorable
discharge from some branch of the military or naval service and have at least 4 years of
management or administration experience. (NRS 417.030) Section 2 of this bill: (1)
authorizes the Director to appoint additional deputy directors as needed to assist the Director
in performing his or her duties {} , including a Deputy Director for Programs and SerVIces
and a Deputv Dlrector for Health and Wellneg,_and (2) fremexe e

d A 1d 4 of N d s dicol dl + 1 + A4

aeputy—¢ SIRAARA I ; 5 =
ars—ef—mana; 4 ad strath =+ prescribes the quallf"catlons of the

S
Deputv Director for Programs and Servnces and the Deputy Director for Health and
Wellness. Sections 1, 3 and 5 of this bill make conforming changes to account for the
appointment of additional deputy directors. Sections 4, 6, 7 and 11 of this bill eliminate
references in existing law to certain powers and duties of the Deputy Director, thereby leaving
the Director with the discretion to assign those powers and duties to a deputy director.

Section 4 of this bill requires the Director to: (1) create and maintain a database
containing information on veterans residing in Nevada; (2) ensure that each generation of
veterans receives recognition annually; and (3) create and maintain a registry of organizations
that provide services and resources to veterans, service members and their families and
publish the registry on the Department’s Internet website.
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In 2011, the Legislature eliminated the provision of guardianship services by the Office
of Veterans Services, which is now known as the Department of Veterans Services. (Section
29 of chapter 372, Statutes of Nevada 2011, p. 2194) Sections 9, 10 and 12 of this bill remove
provisions inadvertently remaining in existing law related to the previous role of the Director
as guardian of the estates of certain veterans and their dependents.

Section 12 of this bill removes the requirement in existing law that the office of the
Deputy Director be maintained in Las Vegas and the office of the Director be maintained in
the same city as the state regional office of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(NRS 417.070)

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 417.013 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.013  “Deputy {Director™} director” means f{the Deputy-Director} a deputy
director of the Department {} appointed pursuant to NRS 417.030.

Sec. 2. NRS 417.030 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.030 1. The office of Director of the Department of Veterans Services is
hereby created.

2. The Director must be appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the
Governor.

3. The Director shall appoint
shall} such deputy directors as are necessary to assist the Director in performmg
the duties prescribed in this chapter {4 , including, without limitation, a Deputy
Director for Programs and Services and a Deputy Director for Health and
Wellness.

4. Any person to be eligible for appointment as the Director or the Deputy
Director for Programs and Services must:

(a) Be an actual and bona fide resident of the State of Nevada;

(b) Possess an honorable discharge from some branch of the military and naval
service of the United States; and

(c) Have at least 4 years of experience in management or administration.

5.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, any person to be eligible
for appointment as the Deputy Director for Health and Wellness must:

(a) Be an actual and bona fide resident of the State of Nevada;

(b) Possess an honorable discharge from some branch of the military and
naval service of the United States; and

(c) Have at least 4 years of experience in health care management or
administration.
@ Jf no person is available for appointment who possesses all the qualifications
required by this subsection, the Director may waive the qualification set forth in
paragraph (b) for a person who is otherwise qualified for appointment pursuant
to paragraphs (a) and (c).

Sec. 3. NRS 417.060 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.060 The Director and fthe Deputy-Director} each deputy director are in
the unclassified service of the State. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 284.143,
the Director and each deputy director shall devote his or her entire time and
attention to the business of his or her office and shall not pursue any other business
or occupation or hold any other office of profit.

Sec. 4. NRS 417.090 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.090 The Director fand-the Deputy-Direetor} shall:
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1. Assist veterans, and those presently serving in the military and naval forces
of the United States who are residents of the State of Nevada, their wives, widows,
widowers, husbands, children, dependents, administrators, executors and personal
representatives, in preparing, submitting and presenting any claim against the
United States, or any state, for adjusted compensation, hospitalization, insurance,
pension, disability compensation, vocational training, education or rehabilitation
and assist them in obtaining any aid or benefit to which they may, from time to
time, be entitled under the laws of the United States or of any of the states.

2. Aid, assist, encourage and cooperate with every nationally recognized
service organization insofar as the activities of such organizations are for the
benefit of veterans, servicemen and servicewomen.

3. Give aid, assistance and counsel to each and every problem, question and
situation, individual as well as collective, affecting any veteran, serviceman or
servicewoman, or their dependents, or any group of veterans, servicemen and
servicewomen, when in their opinion such comes within the scope of this chapter.

4. Coordinate activities of veterans’ organizations.

5. Serve as a clearinghouse and disseminate information relating to veterans’
benefits.

6. Conduct any studies which will assist veterans to obtain compensation,
hospitalization, insurance, pension, disability compensation, vocational training,
education, rehabilitation or any other benefit to which veterans may be entitled
under the laws of the United States or of any state.

7. Aid, assist and cooperate with the office of coordinator of services for
veterans created in a county pursuant to NRS 244.401.

8. Pay to each county that creates the office of coordinator of services for
veterans, from state money available to him or her, a portion of the cost of
operating the office in an amount determined by the Director.

9. Take possession of any abandoned or unclaimed artifacts or other property
that has military value for safekeepmg The Director ferDeputyDireetor] may
transfer such property to a veterans’ or military museum.

10. Create and maintain a statewide database of information relating to
veterans to assist the Department in identifying and communicating with veterans
and connecting veterans with benefits and opportunities for which they are
eligible.

11. Create and maintain a registry of governmental agencies and private
entities that provide services and resources to veterans, service members and their
families and publish a digital copy of the registry on the Internet website
maintained by the Department.

12. Ensure that each generation of veterans is recognized annually through
a ceremony, information campaign or other form of public acknowledgment.

Sec. 5. NRS 417.100 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.100 The Director and {the DeputyDirector} each deputy director may:

1. Administer oaths to any person whose acknowledgment may become
necessary in the prosecution of any claim for compensation, hospitalization,
insurance or other aid or benefits.

2. Certify to the correctness of any document or documents which may be
submitted in connection with any such application.

Sec. 6. NRS 417.190 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.190  The Nevada Veterans Services Commission shall:

1. Advise the Director.

2. Prepare and submit a report, on or before November 1 of each year, to the
Interagency Council on Veterans Affairs. The report must, without limitation:
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(a) Summarize the activities of the Commission during the preceding fiscal
year.

(b) Make recommendations to the Governor, the Legislature |} and the
Director {and-the-Deputy Director} regarding issues relatlng to veterans.

3. Make recommendations to the Governor pursuant to NRS 417.400.

Sec. 7. NRS 417.220 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.220 1. The Account for Veterans Affairs is hereby created in the State
General Fund.

2. Money received by the Director ferthe DeputyDirector} from:

(a) Fees charged pursuant to NRS 417.210;

(b) Allowances for burial from the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs or other money provided by the Federal Government for the support of
veterans’ cemeteries;

(c) Receipts frorn the sale of gifts and general merchandise;

(d) Grants obtained by the Director {eHh%Depu{yLDifeeﬁer} for the support of
veterans’ cemeteries; and

(e) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 6 and NRS 417.115, 417.145,
417.147 and 417.410, gifts of money and proceeds derived from the sale of gifts of
personal property that he or she is authorized to accept, if the use of such gifts has
not been restricted by the donor,
= must be deposited with the State Treasurer for credit to the Account for Veterans
Affairs and must be accounted for separately for a veterans’ cemetery in northern
Nevada or a veterans’ cemetery in southern Nevada, whichever is appropriate.

3. The interest and income earned on the money deposited pursuant to
subsection 2, after deducting any applicable charges, must be accounted for
separately. Interest and income must not be computed on money appropriated from
the State General Fund to the Account for Veterans Affairs.

4. The money deposited pursuant to subsection 2 may only be used for the
operation and maintenance of the cemetery for which the money was collected. In
addition to personnel he or she is authorized to employ pursuant to NRS 417.200,
the Director may use money deposited pursuant to subsection 2 to employ such
additional employees as are necessary for the operation and maintenance of the
cemeteries, except that the number of such additional full-time employees that the
Director may employ at each cemetery must not exceed 60 percent of the number of
full-time employees for national veterans’ cemeteries that is established by the
National Cemetery Administration of the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs.

5. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7, gifts of personal property
which the Director ter-the-DeputyDirector} is authorized to receive but which are
not appropriate for conversion to money may be used in kind.

6. The Gift Account for Veterans Cemeteries is hereby created in the State
General Fund. Gifts of money that the Director for—theDeputyDireetor} is
authorized to accept and which the donor has restricted to one or more uses at a
veterans’ cemetery must be accounted for separately in the Gift Account for
Veterans Cemeteries. The interest and income earned on the money deposited
pursuant to this subsection must, after deducting any applicable charges, be
accounted for separately for a veterans’ cemetery in northern Nevada or a veterans’
cemetery in southern Nevada, as applicable. Any money remaining in the Gift
Account for Veterans Cemeteries at the end of each fiscal year does not revert to
the State General Fund, but must be carried over into the next fiscal year.

7. The Director ferthe DeputyDireetor} shall use gifts of money or personal
property that he or she is authorized to accept and for which the donor has restricted
to one or more uses at a veterans’ cemetery in the manner designated by the donor,
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except that if the original purpose of the gift has been fulfilled or the original
purpose cannot be fulfilled for good cause, any money or personal property
remaining in the gift may be used for other purposes at the veterans’ cemetery in
northern Nevada or the veterans’ cemetery in southern Nevada, as appropriate.

Sec. 8. NRS 417.410 is hereby amended to read as follows:

417.410 1. The Nevada Will Always Remember Veterans Gift Account is
hereby created in the State General Fund.

2. The Director fand-the-DeputyDirector} may accept donations, gifts and
grants of money from any source for deposit in the Account.

3. The money deposited in the Account pursuant to subsection 2 must only be
used to pay for the design, procurement and installation of markers, plaques, statues
or signs bearing the names of deceased members of the Armed Forces of the United
States pursuant to the provisions of NRS 331.125, 407.066 and 408.119.

4. The interest and income earned on the money in the Account, after
deducting any applicable charges, must be credited to the Account.

5. Any money remaining in the Account at the end of each fiscal year does
not revert to the State General Fund, but must be carried forward to the next fiscal
year.

Sec. 9. NRS 160.040 is hereby amended to read as follows:

160.040 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is unlawful for
any person to accept appointment as guardian of any ward if the proposed guardian
is at that time acting as guardian for five wards. In any case, upon presentation of a
petition by an attorney of the Department of Veterans Affairs pursuant to this
section alleging that a guardian is acting in a fiduciary capacity for more than five
wards and requesting his or her discharge for that reason, the court, upon proof
substantiating the petition, shall require a final accounting from the guardian and
shall discharge the guardian in the case.

2. The limitations of this section do not apply where the guardian is a bank or
trust company acting for the wards’ estates only.

3. An individual may be guardian of more than five wards if they are all
members of the same family.

4. The hmltatlons of th1s section do not apply to {theDirector—ofthe

a public guardian.

Sec. 10. NRS 160 090 is hereby amended to read as follows:

160.090 1. Before making an appointment under the provisions of this
chapter, the court shall establish to its satisfaction that the person whose
appointment as guardian is sought is a fit and proper person to be appointed.

2. Upon the appointment being made, the guardian shall, except as otherwise
provided in this section, execute and file a bond to be approved by the court in an
amount not less than the value of the personal property of the estate plus the
anticipated annual income. Thereafter, the amount of the bond must be equal to the
total value of the personal estate plus the annual income. The bond must be in the
form and be conditioned as required of guardians appointed pursuant to the
provisions of chapter 159 of NRS. The premiums on all such bonds must be paid
from the estate.

3. If a banking corporation as defined in NRS 657.016, or a trust company, as
defined by NRS 669.070, doing business in this state is appointed guardian of the
estate of a ward, no bond is required of the guardian unless the court by specific

order requlres a bond. Hi-the-Director-of-the-Department-of-Veterans-Servicesis

4. Ifthe court orders that the estate and i income, or a part thereof, be deposited
in a banking corporation, as defined in NRS 657.016, or trust company, as defined
by NRS 669.070, doing business in this state and that such estate and income, or
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any part thereof, must not be withdrawn without authorization of the court, then the
amount of the guardian’s bond must be reduced in an amount equal to the amount
of the estate and income on deposit with the banking corporation, and the surety on
the bonds must be exonerated from any loss to the estate in connection with the
deposit.

5. Where a bond is tendered by a guardian with personal sureties, the sureties
shall file with the court a certificate under oath which describes the property owned,
both real and personal, and contains a statement that they are each worth the sum
named in the bond as the penalty thereof over and above all their debts and
liabilities and exclusive of property exempt from execution.

Sec. 11. NRS 244.401 is hereby amended to read as follows:

244401 1. The board of county commissioners of any county may create by
ordinance the office of coordinator of services for veterans. If such an office is
created, the board shall appoint a qualified veteran to hold the office and the board
shall establish the coordinator’s compensation.

2. The coordinator of services for veterans shall:

(a) Assist a veteran or the veteran’s spouse or dependent, if the person
requesting assistance is a resident of the county, in preparing, submitting and
pursuing any claim that the person has against the United States, or any state, to
establish the person’s right to any privilege, preference, care or compensation to
which he or she believes that he or she is entitled;

(b) Aid, assist and cooperate with the Director fandDeputyDireetor} of the
Department of Veterans Services and with the Nevada Veterans Services
Commission;

(c) Disseminate information relating to veterans’ benefits in cooperation with
the Director fand-Deputy Director} of the Department of Veterans Services; and

(d) Perform such other services related to assisting a veteran, or the veteran’s
spouse or dependent, as requested by the board of county commissioners.

3. Two or more counties jointly may create one office of coordinator of
services for veterans to serve those counties.

Sec. 11.5. Notwithstanding the provisions of NRS 417.030, as amended
by section 2 of this act, any person who, on July 1, 2017, is serving as the
Deputy Director for Health and Wellness of the Department of Veterans
Services may continue to serve in that position until the Director of the
Department appoints a different person to that position pursuant to NRS
417.030, as amended by section 2 of this act.

Sec. 12. NRS 417.035 and 417.070 are hereby repealed.

Sec. 13. This act becomes effective on July 1, 2017.

TEXT OF REPEALED SECTIONS

417.035 Director: Official bond. The Director shall execute and deliver to
the Secretary of State his or her official bond in the penal sum of $500,000 with a
corporate surety licensed to do business in this State, conditioned to ensure his or
her faithful discharge of responsibilities as guardian of the estates of those veterans
and dependents for whom he or she acts. A separate bond for each estate is not
required.

417.070 Location of offices.

1. The office of the Director must be located in the same city where the state
regional office of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs maintains its
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state administrative bureau, and if that office is discontinued in the State of Nevada,
then at such place as the Governor may designate.

2. The office of the Deputy Director must be maintained at Las Vegas,
Nevada.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


