
 
March 17, 2021 

 

Dear Senate Committee on Education, 

 

I’m writing to you in my capacity as the Executive Director for Nevada Succeeds; our organization has 

advocated for education policy that advances human talent development infrastructure, breaks down 

internal barriers by supporting adult collaboration and investing in professional learning, and honoring 

that those closest to educational challenges are best equipped to identify and solve them. 

 

Regarding SB 173, we appreciate the open language of the bill, one that affords autonomy to districts 

(and we hope will include building level leaders in planning and implementation) to make choices about 

how best to meet young people where they are at in their learning journeys this summer. By providing 

transportation and food for learners, this bill ensures greater access for young people furthest from 

opportunity. 

 

What also excites us is the possibility of utilizing funds to accelerate and support the lessons young 

people and educators are still processing from this complicated year. Our research and practitioner 

experiences recognizes that relevant, whole child approaches to active learning are not only more 

memorable but also most effective in achieving deeper learning and mastery of standards. As we are 

now seeing the light at the end of the pandemic tunnel - we all recognize the loss of community, 

connection, and belonging - essential principles for collective success. We honor that this summer can 

be about building on the valuable insights of learners of all ages, leaning into the recognition that what 

school is for is an assumption ripe for challenge.  

 

How might summer school create the space for students and educators to play, engage, reflect, and 

transform learning ahead?  

 

SB 173 recognizes that student needs include but are not limited to: credit deficiencies, grade level 

learning targets, STEM and arts engagement; with such a spacious definition, SB 173 empowers those 

closest to young people to identify and build the meaningful opportunities ahead and report out on 

what was learned. We appreciate and support the sponsors’ desires to create the space for 

context-specific experiences, and we look forward to learning from the successes initiated in the coming 

months. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jeanine Collins 

Executive Director, Nevada Succeeds 
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