
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Honorable Moises Denis  
Chairman 
Senate Committee on Education 
401 South Carson Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 
 
 

March 17, 2021 

 
Dear Chairman Denis and Members of the Senate Committee on Education, 
 
I write to affirm my support for Senate Bill 173, the Back on Track Act. Throughout the 
pandemic, our state has faced unprecedented challenges that have kept our children away from 
the classroom. I applaud the work of the Nevada Senate Committee on Education in drafting this 
legislation to decrease the learning gap and I urge the Senate as whole to pass this bill to ensure 
our students receive the support they need. 
 
Over the course of the last year, Nevada’s school-age children have lost critical learning time. 
Some experts believe that, on average, children have lost almost one-third of a year of learning 
due to school closures and other interruptions.1 As a former educator, I know that any reduction 
in time spent teaching can have detrimental and long-lasting effects on students. This learning 
loss has a disproportionate and unacceptable impact on students of color which, if left 
unaddressed, could have significant impacts on their life-long earnings.2  
 
I proudly voted to pass the American Rescue Plan Act to provide billions of dollars in relief 
funding to Nevada. Importantly, this bill included $130 billion to help K-12 students safely 
return to the classrooms and specifically requires a percentage of the relief be used to address the 
learning gap created by the pandemic. Now that President Biden has signed the American 
Rescue Plan Act into law, students, parents, teachers, and administrators can take comfort in 
knowing that help is on the way. 
 
I applaud the Nevada State Senate’s dedication to quickly put a plan in place to address learning 
loss through the Back on Track Act. This bill would help schools create plans that will be 
customized to each community’s unique needs. These roadmaps would detail how federal dollars 
could be used to support online classes, summer school, and other programs to help students 
make up for the lessons they have missed. Importantly, this bill would ensure that money is not a 

 
1 https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/10/6/21504195/covid-schools-learning-loss-projections-nwea-credo  
2 https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/23/the-covid-19-pandemic-is-hitting-students-of-color-the-worst.html  
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barrier for enrollment in these make-up sessions because all classes would be provided free of 
charge.  
 
I am pleased to support this effort that would help Nevada students get their learning back on 
track and make valuable progress in their education. I commend Chair Dondero Loop for her 
vision in bringing forth this proposal. I look forward to supporting this work as an advocate for 
Nevada’s educational needs in Congress. Should you have any questions, please contact Madison 
West in my office at 202-225-5965.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dina Titus 
Member of Congress   
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