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Bet Torres, Committee Assistant

OTHERS PRESENT:

None

Chair Carlton:

[The meeting was called to order and roll was taken.] We are here this evening in work
session to consider Assembly Bill (A.B.) 106 and, pursuant to section 4 of Assembly
Standing Rule No. 57, Speaker Frierson has approved for this Committee to take action on
this measure earlier than the 24-hour time limit. With that, we are within our purview to
move this bill this evening.

Assembly Bill 106: Makes an appropriation to the Office of Economic Development for
the provision of grants to certain entities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
(BDR S-899)

Chair Carlton:

Before us we have Assembly Bill 106. We just had a very good hearing on it and a lot of
comment. [ will open it up for any questions or comments on the bill at this time from any
Committee members.

Assemblywoman Benitez-Thompson:

I am absolutely in support of this bill and what the bill does. The fact that it gives money to
nonprofits and arts organizations I think is very important. [ will say, and I do want it on the
record, that for me there is a distinction on where this money is coming from, in that it
originated as Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act money and is
now sitting in our State General Fund. That is an important distinction for me because I feel
like we are getting it out for the originally intended purpose. The language in the bill is
sufficient enough to reference the origin of those dollars. I look forward to this money
getting out to the public.

Chair Carlton:
Are there any other comments at this time?

Assemblywoman Titus:

Going off Assemblywoman Benitez-Thompson's comments about this money and how it
came to this bill, coming into the General Fund and going back out, I want folks to really
understand the urgency on doing this because there is a time limit for when we have to spend
these funds. That is another reason why we are pushing this forward, and the Governor is
pushing this forward, because there is an ending on this. We do not want our small
businesses or nonprofits or the arts waiting any longer because we may lose these funds.
I think there is that sense of urgency here, and I am also supportive of moving this along as
fast as we can.
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Chair Carlton:
Are there any other questions or comments from Committee members at this time? [There
were none.] I will accept a motion on A.B. 106.

ASSEMBLYMAN FRIERSON MOVED TO DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 106.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.

Chair Carlton:
Are there any questions or comments on this motion? [There were none.]

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Chair Carlton:

Thank you, Committee members, for your time and attention this evening and being willing
to work expeditiously to get this very important bill processed and to the floor. With that we
will go to public comment. [There was no one.]

I believe all the public comment has been made for this evening. With that, I am happy to
adjourn Ways and Means. We will fill out committee reports, send it to the floor, and,
Mr. Speaker, it is now up to the call of the Chair. With that, Committee members, we are
adjourned [at 6:50 p.m.].

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

Adam Cates
Committee Secretary

APPROVED BY:

Assemblywoman Maggie Carlton, Chair

DATE:
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EXHIBITS
Exhibit A is the Agenda.

Exhibit B is the Attendance Roster.
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