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Local Government Responses 
AB247 / BDR 19 - 574 

 
City/County: City of West Wendover 
Approved by: Anna Bartlome, City Clerk/Records Officer 
Comment: BDR 19-574 will have a financial impact. It is talking about having real time 
translations including sign language at certain public meetings in certain public buildings. 
 

We would have to purchase various equipment and a program to do the translations which 
would probably be around $10,000.00. That would not be for sign language as it would need 
to be a different program. I have not been able to see how much those programs would be 
but I would think a couple of thousand dollars if you can use some of the other equipment 
also. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 

City/County: City of Sparks 
Approved by: Tiffany Pugh, Accounting Manager 
Comment: The proposed bill may have a significant fiscal impact on the City of Sparks. 
Requiring a sign language interpreter at every public meeting would result in substantial 
costs, given the number of meetings held annually across various boards. With an average 
interpreter rate of $36 per hour, expenses could add up quickly. Additionally, the City would 
need to invest in new technology to provide Communication Access Realtime Translation 
(CART) services, further increasing costs. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 

City/County: City of Reno 
Approved by: Jason Gortari, Urban Economist 
Comment: Section 1 of this bill expands accessibility requirements for public meetings, 
including the provision of sign language interpreters and Communication Access Realtime 
Translation (CART) services. Section 2 establishes new accessibility standards for public 
buildings. Under this mandate, CART software and licenses would need to be available as 
required per meeting room. The City Council meets twice per month, totaling approximately 
24 meetings per year. Additionally, an estimated 10 boards meet monthly, resulting in 
approximately 120 meetings annually. Public meetings also take place in various City-owned 
conference rooms located offsite from City Hall in downtown Reno. These meetings occur 
sporadically and would also require CART services and interpreters. Due to uncertainties 
regarding the total volume of meetings and whether CART services would be mandated for all 
public meetings or only upon request—consistent with existing Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) standards—the cost impact cannot be determined at this time. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 



City/County: City of Las Vegas 
Approved by: Brian Lovelin, Grant Administrator 
Comment: The fiscal impact of providing Communications Access Realtime Translation 
(CART) and American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation services at all public city meetings 
is anticipated to be significant. The proposed legislation mandates increased accessibility 
accommodations for persons with disabilities in public meetings and requires public buildings 
designed after July 1, 2025, to include equipment and software for Communication Access 
Realtime Translation (CART). The estimated costs would include, but not limited to, the hiring 
of additional personnel trained in CART and ASL interpretation for all public city meetings as 
well as acquisition of necessary hardware and software costs for procurement of CART-
compatible equipment and supplies, and ongoing maintenance costs. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $1,370,000 $1,240,000 $1,240,000 $2,480,000 

 
City/County: City of Henderson 
Approved by: Mike Cathcart, Business Operations Manager 
Comment: No fiscal note to the City of Henderson. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: City of Fernley 
Approved by: Robert Carson, City Treasurer 
Comment: If passed, this could have impacts on the City's finances.  This could include 
additional employees and upgrades to existing software.  The total impact cannot be 
determined at this time. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
  



 
City/County: City of Elko 
Approved by: Julie Davis, Financial Services Director 
Comment: As the BDR requires both a live interpreter (when requested) and real-time 
translation/transcription. The above assumes that a live interpreter via an on-demand 
translation service is an acceptable option, as the cost of an in-person live translator is 
expected to be very high in our area.  
 
The above estimates are based on the Jeenie platform, since they publish their costs. Other 
platforms are available, but don't publish their costs. According to Languagers.com, it 
appears that such interpretation rates vary from $75 to $125 per hour. Annual CPI estimated 
at 3%. 
 

The City believes the real-time transcription can be implemented with little to no cost and it is 
not included above. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $562 $1,158 $1,193 $2,494 

 
City/County: Carson City 
Approved by: Sheri Russell-Benabou, Chief Financial Officer 
Comment: Carson City is anticipating a new City Hall, but it will likely be 2030 before we will 
be moving the board room to the new City Hall.  The Cost to hire someone to do sign 
language for all Public meetings would be approximately $45,000 annually.  This includes 10-
14 meetings a month, with an average length of 4 hours, estimated cost is $75 per hour, now 
so will likely be more in 2030.  There would also be a cost to the equipment and software 
necessary, which would be installed in 2027 or 2028, if mandated, the installation cost will 
likely be around $85,000, and software maintenance we anticipate $35-$50 thousand a year. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $0 $85,000 $190,000 

 
City/County: Churchill County 
Approved by: Alexa Robinson, Executive Assistant 
Comment: Sign language interpreter - $150 per hour 
Drive time from Reno/Carson (if not available in Fallon) – 2.5 hours 
5 hours per meeting @ $290 per hour = $1,450 per meeting 
24 meetings for PC = $34,800  
+ 5 meetings weekly for 2 hours for BOCC, and other legislative bodies = $91,000  
+ $10,000 for non-regularly scheduled meetings  
+$25,000 for travel time if local translator cannot be found and has to come from Reno or 
Carson. 
 

The hourly fees for the translator are estimated from a quote provided by ASL Global. 
Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 

Has Impact $160,800 $160,800 $160,800 $160,800 
 



City/County: Clark County 
Approved by: Chris Wardlaw, Budget Manager 
Comment: The requirement for the Government Body to design and construct new facilities 
equipped with technology for real-time communication access and translation will incur 
additional expenses for the County. The exact financial impact is currently indeterminate, as it 
will depend on the number of new buildings planned and developed in the future. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: Douglas County 
Approved by: Kathy Lewis, Chief Operating Officer  
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $105,000 $105,000 $210,000 

 
City/County: Elko County 
Approved by: Susan Paprocki, Comptroller 
Comment: The passage of this bill would have impacts to the County, however the extent of 
the impact cannot be determined. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: Humboldt County 
Approved by: Weston Noyes, Deputy Comptroller 
Comment: The fiscal impact of this bill cannot be determined because we cannot reasonable 
assume how many people will require ASL services be provided and at how many hours an 
ASL interpreter would need to be paid. The average rate for an ASL interpreter is anywhere 
from $75-$125/hr. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: Lincoln County 
Approved by: Denice Brown, Admin Asst 
Comment: While this could have future impact, it is unknown and I don't see any immediate 
fiscal impact for the County. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 



 
City/County: Lyon County 
Approved by: Josh Foli, Comptroller 
Comment: This bill will have a fiscal impact to Lyon County.  The County has a number of 
different boards, which meet in different locations.  Some of the locations do not currently 
have internet capabilities or equipment for displaying electronic information. 
 
The fiscal amounts are best estimates; but actual costs could be significantly higher or lower, 
depending on the requests for services at the various board meetings. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $70,000 $50,000 $100,000 

 
City/County: Nye County 
Approved by: Dianna N. Carrell, Assistant Finance Director 
Comment: The cost Communication Access Realtime Translation isn't able to be determined 
upfront as the cost varies and not knowing if or how many meetings or the length of meetings. 
It is also unknown what the cost would be for any. It is also unknown at this time what any 
software necessary after July 1, 2025 would be for a new building design. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: Pershing County 
Approved by: Karen Wesner, Administrative Assistant 
Comment: There could be a huge financial impact to smaller rural communities who do not 
have access to these requirements and the cost of the equipment for each public building.  
The actual cost cannot be determined at this time. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
City/County: Washoe County 
Approved by: Cadence Matijevich, Government Affairs Liaison 
Comment: The total number of meetings for which Washoe County would receive requests to 
receive the services identified in this bill is unknown and therefore a reliable estimate of the 
fiscal impact of this bill cannot be determined. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 



City/County: Eureka County 
Approved by: Kimberly Todd, Comptroller 
Comment: With Eureka County being in a very rural place we do not have access to sign 
language interpreters that can regularly attend our Commissioner meetings.  We would have 
to hire a person from out of town which would add to the expense of this service.  Eureka 
County currently has a transcript of the meeting that could be provided free of charge to 
anyone who is hearing impaired.  We could also implement a CART program that the person 
could view on a County provided laptop of the meeting live.  You current recording system 
allows for the meeting to have a live transcript display on a screen. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $200,000 $200,000 $300,000 

 
School District: Carson City School District 
Approved by: Spencer Winward, Chief Financial and Operations Officer 
Comment: Carson City School District cannot determine the cost of this proposed legislation.  
For section 1, it would be dependent on which public meetings held would require ASL or 
CART services.  At roughly, $130 per hour, board meetings only would average $650 per 
month. For section 2, we have no definitive plans for construction of a new building in the 
foreseeable future and do not have access to estimated costs for CART equipment and 
software. 
 
Sections 3 and 4 will likely not not have a material financial impact for the district however this 
could change depending on the Council for Academic Standards and Department of 
Educations findings. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
  



 
School District: Churchill County School District 
Approved by: Christi Fielding, Comptroller 
Comment: Without knowing the frequency that we would have to provide an interpreter and 
Communication Access Realtime Translation, it's not possible to assign an accurate fiscal 
impact.  However, we don't currently have a certified interpreter as part of our staff, and we 
don't have Communication Access Realtime Translation on site.  For each open meeting, we 
would have to contract an interpreter and Communication Access Realtime Translation 
should a person with physical disabilities desire to attend that meeting.  The average rate of 
an interpreter runs between $ 50/hr and $ 145/hr, so for a 5 hour board meeting, the fiscal 
impact would equate to $ 250 to $ 725 per board meeting.  We also have other open shorter 
meetings, but the monthly board meetings are consistent and run between 4 and 5 hours 
each month.  The average rate for Communication Access Realtime Translation is between $ 
60/hr and $ 200/hr, so for a 5 hour meeting, the fiscal impact would equate to $ 300 to $ 
1,000 per meeting.  for 12 monthly meetings, the total fiscal impact could range between $ 
550 and $ 1,725 per month or $ 6,600 to $ 20,700 per year if an services were needed at 
every board meeting. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Clark County School District 
Approved by: Diane Bartholomew, Interim Chief Financial Officer 
Comment: A fiscal impact needs to be considered, and "public meetings" should be clarified 
to determine the scope and costs. 
This Bill provides access to all stakeholders. The American Sign Language courses can 
ultimately create more applicants for the educational interpreter position, for which we 
consistently have vacancies. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Elko County School District 
Approved by: Cassanra Stahlke, CFO 
Comment: Software can range from a license purchase for a single site an annual platform 
fee. ASL intrepreters are difficult to find in rural communities. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
  



 
School District: Lincoln County School District 
Approved by: Pam Teel, Superintendent  
Comment: Unclear on impact on a school district but if required to make updates with devices 
and equipment there would be a cost. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Nye County School District 
Approved by: Alma Wright, Executive Secretary 
Comment: Unable to determine the full cost if a building was constructed in the future. 
Currently, none of the buildings will need the "Communication Access Real Time Translation" 
because all the facilities were designed before July 1, 2025.  
 
The requirement for the registered sign language interpreter is weak now in Section 1 of this 
bill. Should this bill pass, we will weigh the cost of paying the interpreter vs. an AI computer 
system. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Pershing County School District 
Approved by: Dennis Holmes, Superintendent 
Comment: Unable to determine. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Storey County School District 
Approved by: Kristen Chandler, Director of Business Services 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
School District: Washoe County School District 
Approved by: Mark Mathers, CFO 
Comment: The above cost is an estimate for contracted interpreter services required by this 
bill. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $18,200 $18,200 $36,400 

 



School District: White Pine County School District 
Approved by: Paul Johnson, CFO 
Comment: The proposed legislation would require school districts to make accommodations 
for public meetings, including providing both a registered sign language interpreter and 
Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) services when requested. Historically, 
there have been few requests for such accommodations over the past couple of decades. To 
comply, districts would need to either train a staff member to become a registered sign 
language interpreter or contract with a qualified professional. Additionally, they would have to 
purchase CART services, which cost approximately $150 per hour or more. A registered sign 
language interpreter would cost about $50 per hour or more, depending on availability. 
 
Given that school board meetings typically last about two hours per evening and occur 
around 20 times per year, the estimated annual costs would be substantial. CART services 
alone would cost approximately $6,000 annually, while hiring a sign language interpreter 
would add another $2,000 per year, assuming availability. These costs highlight the potential 
financial burden on school districts, particularly smaller or rural ones, where securing these 
specialized services can be challenging due to our remote location and limited availability of 
qualified professionals. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $8,000 $8,000 $16,000 

 
Local Government: Eighth Judicial District Court 
Approved by: Christopher Saccucci, Assistant Court Administrator - Finance 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
Local Government: Second Judicial District Court 
Approved by: /s/ Alicia L. Lerud, SJDC Court Administrator & Clerk of Court 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
Local Government: Carson Water Subconservancy District 
Approved by: Edwin James , General Manager  
Comment: The total costs are unknown, but this regulation could add thousands of dollars for 
equipment and personnel per meeting. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $3,500 $2,500 $3,000 

 



Local Government: Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
Approved by: Rich Hoggan, Chief Financial Officer 
Comment: Possible impact to arrange for an interpreter as needed but it is anticipated to be 
minimal. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
Local Government: Nevada Rural Housing Authority 
Approved by: Shawn Heusser, Director of Finance 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $5,280 $5,280 $5,280 $10,560 

 
Local Government: Northern Nevada Public Health 
Approved by: Joelle Gutman Dodson, Government Affairs Liaison 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
Local Government: Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Approved by: Marc Traasdahl, Chief Financial Officer 
Comment: The RTC does not have plans to design or build future facilities to accommodate 
public meetings; therefore, no estimate for cost of equipment to accommodate hearing 
impaired people is included here.  The RTC holds approximately 70 public meetings per year, 
and if a sign language translator is needed for each meeting, the maximum cost is calculated 
in the amounts above for all 70 meetings.  The assumptions are a sign language interpreter 
costs $90 per hour in Fiscal Year 2025-26 with a 2 hour minimum.  Meetings are assumed to 
last less than 2 hours.   A 3% inflation factor was used for future years. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Has Impact $0 $12,600 $12,978 $26,735 

 
Local Government: Southern Nevada Health District 
Approved by: Lourdes Yapjoco, Director of Public Health & Preventive Care 
Comment:   

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
No Impact $0 $0 $0 $0 

 
  



 
Local Government: Tahoe-Douglas Visitors Authority  
Approved by: Carol Chaplin, President/CEO 
Comment: The TDVA has no projects planned.  Fiscal impact is unknown. 

Impact FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 Future Biennia 
Cannot Be 
Determined 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

 
The following cities/counties/school districts/local government did not provide a response: City 
of Yerington, City of Winnemucca, City of Wells, City of North Las Vegas, City of Mesquite, City 
of Lovelock, City of Fallon, City of Ely, City of Carlin, City of Caliente, City of Boulder City, 
Esmeralda County, Lander County, Mineral County, Storey County, White Pine County, 
Douglas County School District, Esmeralda County School District, Eureka County School 
District, Humboldt County School District, Lander County School District, Lyon County School 
District, Mineral County School District, North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District, and Truckee 
Meadows Water Authority. 
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