
BDR 19-574
AB 247

EXECUTIVE AGENCY

FISCAL NOTE
AGENCY'S ESTIMATES Date Prepared: March 14, 2025
Agency Submitting: Nevada System of Higher Education

Items of Revenue or
Expense, or Both

Fiscal Year
2024-25

Fiscal Year
2025-26

Fiscal Year
2026-27

Effect on Future 
Biennia

UNLV Operating Costs (Expense) $70,120 $67,120 $30,240

UNR Operating Costs (Expense) $26,550 $26,550 $53,100

NSU Operating Costs (Expense) $5,328 $96,794 $11,189

DRI Operating Costs (Expense) $15,120 $15,120 $30,240

GBC Operating Costs (Expense) $16,310 $8,310 $16,620

CSN Operating Costs (Expense) $15,168 $15,168 $30,336

TMCC Operating Costs (Expense) $7,454 $7,454 $14,908

WNC Operating Costs (Expense) $3,120 $3,120 $6,240
NSHE System Administration Operating 
Costs (Expense) $522,600 $47,600 $95,200

NV WICHE Operating Costs (Expense) $1,275 $1,339 $2,678

Total 0 $683,045 $288,575 $290,751

Explanation (Use Additional Sheets of Attachments, if required)

The Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) anticipates fiscal impacts related to proposed legislation due to 
required sign language interpretation and Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) during open meetings. 
Costs include contracted expenses for American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation, installing and maintaining CART 
equipment, software, and loaner devices. Costs also include construction and hardware estimates for new buildings 
requiring CART technology.  Each institution’s expenses vary based on the number of meetings, required equipment, 
and level of services needed.
This fiscal note also includes a fiscal impact for the Nevada Office of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education (NV WICHE), an independent commission administratively located within the Nevada System of Higher 
Education.

Jose QuirogaName

Title Principal Fiscal and Policy Analyst

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF FINANCE COMMENTS Date Monday, February 24, 2025

The agency's response appears reasonable. 

Tiffany Greenameyer Name

Director Title
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DESCRIPTION OF FISCAL EFFECT 

BDR/Bill/Amendment Number: BDR 19-574/AB247 

Name of Agency: Nevada System of Higher Education 

Division/Department:  

Date: 02/24/2025 

The Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) anticipates fiscal impacts related to proposed 
legislation due to required sign language interpretation and Communication Access Realtime 
Translation (CART) during open meetings. Costs include contracted expenses for American Sign 
Language (ASL) interpretation, installing and maintaining CART equipment, software, and loaner 
devices. Costs also include construction and hardware estimates for new buildings requiring CART 
technology.  Each institution’s expenses vary based on the number of meetings, required equipment, 
and level of services needed 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

- UNLV would construct two buildings which must include CART hardware and software. Cost
estimated at $50,000 per room, with larger, more complex spaces costing more.
- The installed CART items will have annual costs, beyond installation, such as software licensing,
and other items. Loaner devices will be provided for participants or guests who require translation
services. We estimate a pool of five devices for this purpose, at a unit cost of $1,000, and replacing
the devices on a 5-year cycle; the initial $5,000 cost has been noted for FY26.
- Future biennia impacts are estimated annual personnel support costs for installed CART items, and
an average allowance for system, component and software licensing, repair, and replacement.
- ASL services are estimated at $85 per hour and CART at $125 per hour.  Services are provided by
trained and credentialed professionals.  We have estimated public meetings to average 36 meetings
per year at 2 hours each, so 72 meeting hours needing translation services at $210 per hour.

FY 2026 Operating Costs 
Description  Cost 

Installation for any equipment and software necessary for CART items - Location 1 $50,000 
Loaner devices for meeting participants and guests requiring transaction services, 5 
units at $1,000 each $5,000 
ASL interpreting at $85/hour and CART at $120/hour are services provided by trained 
and credentialed professionals $15,120 

Total $70,120 
FY 2027 Operating Costs 

Description  Cost 
Installation for any equipment and software necessary for CART items - Location 2 $52,000 
ASL interpreting at $85/hour and CART at $120/hour are services provided by trained 
and credentialed professionals $15,120 
Total $67,120 
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University of Nevada, Reno 
The University of Nevada, Reno has reviewed the bill and determined that there is a fiscal impact of 
$10,800 per year for an ASL interpreter at student government meetings. 2 interpreters are required if 
meeting is over 1 hour long. CART expenses calculated at $125 per hour - $11,250. 
 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

ASL interpreters (18 meetings at 5 hours each - 2 interpreters x $85 per hour) $15,300 
CART expenses $11,250 
Total $26,550 
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
ASL interpreters (18 meetings at 5 hours each - 2 interpreters x $85 per hour) $15,300 
CART expenses $11,250 
Total $26,550 

 
Nevada State University 
Upon passage, there will be expenses for public meeting sign language interpreters at the rate of 
$74/hour. Assuming 36 open meetings annually (once monthly for the NSU Foundation and twice 
monthly for student government), with meetings lasting an average of two hours, the annual cost for 
in person sign language interpreters would be $5,328 in 2025-2026.  Assuming a 5% increase for 
2026-2027, the sign language interpreter expense would be $5,594.40.   
Assumptions also include the planning and construction of one new building in the second year of the 
biennium which will include a minimum of two rooms fully equipped with CART Equipment (1-
auditorium, 1-classroom).  The cost of equipment for each fully accessible location is $45,600. 
 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

Sign language interpreter for open meetings (36 meetings x 2 hours x $74) $5,328 
Total $5,328 
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
Communication Access Realtime Translation Equipment x 2 $91,200 
Sign language interpreter for open meetings (36 meetings x 2 hours x $77.70) $5,594 
Total $96,794 

 
Desert Research institute 
It could be necessary to develop an ongoing plan for annual personnel support costs, costs for 
installed CART items, and an average allowance for system, component and software licensing, 
repair, and replacement. At this time, DRI is unable to determine if that is a necessary requirement of 
the BDR. 
We have included professional service expenses based upon estimated services provided for ASL at 
$85 per hour and CART at $125 per hour.  Services are provided by trained and credentialed 
professionals. We have included an estimated public meetings cost for 72 meeting hours needing 
translation services at $210 per hour. 
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FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

ASL interpreting at $85/hour and CART at $120/hour  $15,120 
Total $15,120 
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
ASL interpreting at $85/hour and CART at $120/hour are services provided by trained 
and credentialed professionals $15,120 
Total $15,120 

 
Great Basin College 
- A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting = $60/hr (2 hour  
minimum, 172 hours total annually = $10,320 (estimated 10% increase annually) 
- CART = GBC will have to implement software at $3,150 a year, which is 25 licenses ($126 per 
License at our current rate) (estimated 10% increase annually) 
- Add software plus hardware, including a computer or a laptop with conference mic and cables  
(estimate, $8,000) to 4 campuses(Elko, Ely, Winnemucca and Pahrump)  

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting 
                         

$5,160  

Additional software license 
                              

$3,150  

Equipment and software necessary for CART 
                              

$8,000  

Total $16,310  
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  

A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting 
                                

$5,160  

Additional software license 
                                

$3,150  
Total $8,310 

 
College of Southern Nevada 
- Eight (8) public meetings per year at an average of six (6) hours per meeting. Total: 48 hours of 
scheduled meetings. 
 - ASL translation professional services, pursuant to NRS 656A to provide accommodations 
(minimum of two (2) required per assignment): $88 /hr. x 48 hours = $4,224.00 x 2 = $8,448.00 per 
year 
 - CART in-person Speech-to-Text Real-Time Services: $140 /hr. x 48 hours = $6,720.00 per year 
(this is an all-in cost, including equipment, etc.).   

 
FY 2026 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
Professional Services (ASL interpreter, CART services) $15,168 
Total $15,168 
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FY 2027 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

Professional Services (ASL interpreter, CART services) $15,168 
Total $15,168 

 
Truckee Meadows Community College 
Truckee Meadows Community College has reviewed AB247 (BDR 19-574) and determined there is a 
fiscal impact. Assumptions include: 
- A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting pursuant to 
chapter 656A of NRS at $74/hour with a two hour minimum for 72 hours per year for a total of $5,328. 
- Communication Access Realtime Translation. TMCC currently has software for $6,300 per year for 
limited licenses, assuming increased costs for additional licenses at $126 per license. 
- Equipment and software necessary for Communication Access Realtime Translation software plus 
hardware, including a computer or laptop with conference mic and cables $2,000 
 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting $5,328 
Additional software license $126 
Equipment and software necessary for Communication Access Realtime Translation $2,000 
Total $7,454  
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
A person who is registered to engage in the practice of sign language interpreting $5,328 
Additional software license $126 
Equipment and software necessary for Communication Access Realtime Translation $2,000 
Total $7,454 

 
Western Nevada College 
Western Nevada College has reviewed AB247 BDR 19-574 and has determined there will be a fiscal 
impact. The impact has been estimated at $260 per event with an estimate of 12 events per year 
totaling $3,120. 
Per Event: CART software services $150, Interpreter $110 ($55 per hour with the assumption that 
meetings last an average of two hours). Total of $260 per event. 
 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

Software Services $1,800 
Interpreter $1,320 
Total $3,120  
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
Software Services $1,800 
Interpreter $1,320 
Total $3,120 
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Nevada System of Higher Education System Administration 
The Board of Regents office estimates there were 53 distinct board/committee meetings held in 2024, 
totaling approximately 133 hours. Board and committee meetings usually have a minimum of three 
public sites, with some meetings including a fourth public site. The NSHE Department of Academic 
and Student Affairs (ASA) staffs two additional public bodies. The Nevada Student Alliance meets 20 
hours a year. The second, Task Force on Power Based Violence, meets approximately 8 hours a 
year. We estimate $85/hour for interpreting services. 
 
For closed captioning NSHE System Computing Services would need 7 hardware room/kits. Each kit 
would cost $50,000 and installation would cost $125,000 (estimate). Each location is different as to 
the equipment configurations as well as differing control systems, requiring varying custom integration 
to make it look and operate the same in each location. To make live captioning available and visible 
to all parties within the spaces will also require additional screens to the audience spaces including 
additional wiring, cabling, and power (if needed) in the walls to accommodate the expansion. 
Additionally, there will need to be control devices and equipment added to support the video 
signaling. The mobile kits will be a similar integration but will still require additional equipment to 
implement . 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

ASL interpreter for meetings (133 hours x 4 meeting sites x $85/per hour) $45,220 
Registered Sign Language Interpreter for open meetings (14 meetings x 2hrs x $85/per 
hour) $2,380 
Closed captioning hardware 7 room/kits x $50,000 per kit $350,000 
Installation of kits $125,000 
Total $522,600 
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
ASL interpreter for meetings (133 hours (53 meetings) x 4 meeting sites x $85/per hour) $45,220 
Registered ASL Interpreter for open meetings (14 meetings x 2hrs x $85/per hour) $2,380 
Total $47,600 

 
Nevada Office of the Western Interstate Commission of Higher Education 
Nevada WICHE Commission meets approximately 5 times a year. Meeting is scheduled for 3 hours 
per meeting which totals 15 hours a year. Average cost for an ASL Interpreter is $85 per hour. 
Calculation for interpreters is the following: 15 hours a year x $85/hr = $1,275 a year for 2025-2026. A 
5% increase in the hourly rate is estimated for the subsequent year. 

FY 2026 Operating Costs     
Description  Cost  

ASL Interpreter for 5 open meetings x 3 hrs. x $85/per hour    $1,275  
Total $1,275   
FY 2027 Operating Costs     

Description  Cost  
ASL Interpreter for 5 meetings x 3 hrs. x $89.25/per hour (rounded)    $1,339  
Total $1,339  

 


	Fiscal Notes
	FN 5218
	Fiscal Amount



