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OTHERS PRESENT:

Kyle Davis, representing Interwest Energy Alliance
Rose McKinney-James, representing Valley Electric Association, Inc.
Garrett Weir, General Counsel, Public Utilities Commission of Nevada

Chair Watts:
[Roll was taken.] Good afternoon everyone, welcome to today's meeting of the Assembly
Committee on Growth and Infrastructure. We have all members present; we do have a
quorum. | would normally do all the housekeeping, but members, we just have a work
session before us today. We have several items to go through, so we are going to begin our
work session.

Assembly Bill 439: Revises provisions concerning the purchase or acquisition of certain
unmanned aerial vehicles or other related equipment and services under certain
circumstances. (BDR 44-896)

Chair Watts:

| want to make a quick note. We previously voted to recommend that Assembly Bill 439,
which revises provisions concerning the purchase or acquisition of certain unmanned aerial
vehicles or other related equipment and services under certain circumstances, to be amended
and do pass as amended. However, we discovered an issue with the attached amendment that
justifies reopening the matter for further deliberation.

We have an updated amendment that should have included that an entity or individual not
based in the United States, including a manufacturer's foreign headquarters or persons under
the jurisdiction of a foreign government, is included in the exemption of U.S. government
entities from the restriction on third-party access to the data collected by the business or
entity. The addition of subsection 9 to section 1, which states, "Nothing in this section shall
be construed to discourage or displace procurement of unmanned aerial vehicles
manufactured in the United States." The addition of subsection 10 to section 1, which
requires "any purchase made under this section must comply with all applicable federal
restrictions, including prohibitions on the use of federal funds for certain unmanned aircraft
systems."

| am asking for us to reconsider our previous action to amend and do pass this bill. Once we
reconsider the previous action, then the Committee can consider the updated amendment in
our work session document.
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Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to reconsider
our previous action to amend and do pass as amended Assembly Bill 439 during our work
session on April 10, 2025.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER DICKMAN MADE A MOTION TO RECONSIDER
PREVIOUS ACTION TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS AMENDED
ASSEMBLY BILL 439.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER GALLANT SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion? [There was none.]
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Now I will turn it over to our policy analyst, Ms. Latham, to walk us through the work
session document for A.B. 439 with the updated amendment.

Assembly Bill 439: Revises provisions concerning the purchase or acquisition of certain
unmanned aerial vehicles or other related equipment and services under certain
circumstances. (BDR 44-896)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

As nonpartisan staff, 1 cannot advocate for or against any measure this Committee will
consider. Assembly Bill 439 revises provisions concerning the purchase or acquisition of
certain unmanned aerial vehicles or other related equipment and services under certain
circumstances. It was sponsored by Assemblymember Cole and was heard in this Committee
on March 20, 2025 [Read from Exhibit C]. The updated amendment was just read to you and
is listed on the work session document.

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 439 with the updated amendment.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CARTER MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 439 WITH THE UPDATED AMENDMENT.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER KARRIS SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion? [There was none.]
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

I will assign the floor statement to Assemblymember Cole. We will now move on to
Assembly Bill 452.
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Assembly Bill 452: Revises provisions relating to public utilities. (BDR 58-572)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 452 revises provisions relating to public utilities. The bill is sponsored by
Assemblymember Brown-May and was heard in this Committee on April 8, 2025 [Read from
Exhibit D]. Assembly Bill 452 requires certain electric utilities to include a cost-sharing
adjustment mechanism in their resource plans. The bill also requires quarterly and annual rate
adjustments considered for cost-sharing adjustments, and general rate applications must
include the results of any cost-sharing adjustment mechanism. Finally, A.B. 452 extends the
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada's (PUCN) review period for the energy supply plan
portion of the integrated resource plans from 135 to 180 days.

There was one amendment proposed by Assemblymember Brown-May. Among other items,
the amendment replaces the entirety of section 1, with a requirement that the PUCN shall
open an investigatory docket or dockets and provide progress updates; deletes language
throughout the bill regarding cost-sharing adjustments; clarifies that the PUCN has 300 days
to issue a written order approving or disapproving proposed scheduled changes; removes
certain language regarding the inclusion of information about cost-sharing adjustment
mechanisms; provides the PUCN must issue an order accepting or modifying the utility's
filed plan within 135 days for the energy supply portion covering the next 3 years and within
210 days for all other portions; and adds new provisions requiring that if the PUCN finds a
utility has overcharged a customer, the utility must refund the overcharged amount plus
interest.

Chair Watts:

It was brought to our attention, as we are continuing to consider this amendment, that the
proposal in section 2 was intended to essentially maintain the 210 days with the option to
extend for an additional 90 days. There is some similar language in other portions of statute
that could be referenced for that. | wanted to make that clarification.

Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 452.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BACKUS MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 452.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BROWN-MAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion?

Assemblymember Yurek:

We all know the significance of where we are at and what today means with Committee
deadline. | want to say that | understand that the various stakeholders have been involved in
possible negotiations or just conferring and getting together on some differences that they
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have on this bill. So today, to allow an opportunity for those discussions to continue, 1 will
vote yes to get this out of Committee so those conversations can continue. However, | do
reserve my right to change my vote on the floor.

Assemblymember Gurr:
In regard to timing, | will say ditto to Assemblymember Yurek's comments.

Chair Watts:
Any additional comments? [There were none.]

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBERS CARTER, DICKMAN,
GALLANT, KARRIS, AND MOORE VOTED NO.)

I will assign the floor statement to Assemblymember Brown-May. We will now move on to
Assembly Bill 481.

Assembly Bill 481: Establishes the Sustainable Aviation Fuel Incentive Program.
(BDR 44-1095)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 481 establishes the Sustainable Aviation Fuel Incentive Program and was
heard in this Committee on April 8, 2025 [Read from Exhibit E]. The Sustainable Aviation
Fuel Incentive Program provides financial incentives for the purchase of sustainable aviation
fuel in Nevada. The bill creates the Sustainable Aviation Fuel Incentive Fund as a special
revenue fund in the State Treasury, to be administered by the State Treasurer.

One amendment was submitted by Tom Clark, representing Southwest Airlines. It removes
the $1.75-per-gallon incentive to apply to out-of-state refiners. Thereby, the incentive will
only apply to sustainable aviation fuel produced in Nevada.

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 481.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BACKUS MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 481.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BROWN-MAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion? [There was none.]

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBERS CARTER, DICKMAN,
GALLANT, GURR, AND YUREK VOTED NO.)
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I will assign the floor statement to Assemblymember Brown-May. We will now move on to
Assembly Bill 486.

Assembly Bill 486: Makes various changes related to wildlife. (BDR 35-678)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 486 makes various changes related to wildlife. The bill is sponsored by
the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources and was heard in this Committee on
April 10, 2025 [Read from Exhibit F].

Assembly Bill 486 increases the fee a seller is required to collect from a customer for the
purchase of a new tire for any purpose, other than subsequent resale, from $1 to $2 per tire.
The seller is required to transmit 95 percent of the money held in trust for the State to the
Department of Taxation for deposit with the State Treasurer. The State Treasurer must then
credit half of that money to the Wildlife Crossings Account.

Paul Enos, on behalf of the Nevada Trucking Association, proposed the first attached
conceptual amendment, requiring Nevada's Department of Transportation to include the
number of wildlife vehicular collisions involving big game mammals, feral horses, and wild
burros, and the use of wildlife crossings to mitigate wildlife vehicular collisions in a written
analysis of the costs and benefits required when submitting a proposal for a highway project.

Joe Harrington, on behalf of Nevada's Department of Transportation, proposed the second
attached conceptual amendment, which adds to the first amendment definition of a "highway
project” to increase the capacity of the State highway system and cost at least $50 million,
rather than $25 million.

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 486.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CARTER MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 486.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER KARRIS SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion?
Assemblymember Dickman:
| really wanted to be a yes on this. | really support the wildlife crossings. If only some of

those amendments had come through, I could have gotten to a yes.

Assemblymember Gurr:
I, too, wanted this to pass but with the tax on it, I cannot do it.
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Chair Watts:
Thank you for your comments, and hopefully folks will have the ability to continue having
those conversations on this measure moving forward. | appreciate your remarks.

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBERS DICKMAN,
GALLANT, GURR, AND YUREK VOTED NO.)

I will assign the floor statement to Assemblymember Anderson. We will now move on to
Assembly Bill 493.

Assembly Bill 493: Revises provisions relating to the collection, disposal and retirement
of certain types of waste. (BDR 40-424)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 493 revises provisions relating to the collection, disposal, and retirement of
certain types of waste. The bill is sponsored by this Committee and was heard on
April 8, 2025 [Read from Exhibit G]. Assembly Bill 493 establishes provisions for the
recycling and disposal of propulsion batteries or vehicles with such batteries in Nevada. This
bill also requires surplus asset retirement plans for certain utility-scale solar projects to
include certain information relating to the decommissioning of a site of such a project and the
restoration of the land.

Assemblymember Watts proposed the first attached conceptual amendment, which removes
all provisions related to the management of propulsion batteries and adds reporting
requirements and other clarifications for the recycling of solar photovoltaic panels. The Solar
Energy Industries Association proposed the second attached conceptual amendment, which
would provide that only the owner of a distributed generation system that is leased to a
customer or from which a customer purchases the output is subject to the disposal plan
requirement; clarifies that the minimum percentage rate of material recovery from
photovoltaic panels proposed to be recycled in the end-of-life management plan be measured
by weight; and excludes utility-scale solar projects developed by independent power
producers from being required to report the contact information of landowners when they are
the landowners.

Chair Watts:

Just to provide some brief additional context, you heard some of the comments during the
hearing around agreement on the goal but the inability to figure out some of the details. This
is removing the conversation on the battery piece to give it additional time for folks to
hopefully work it out in the future. We are maintaining the photovoltaic piece, which did not
have that level of concern. |1 do not see the Division of Environmental Protection, State
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources here, so we will have them come at
another time, but I believe this amendment would also alleviate the fiscal note on the bill.
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Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 493.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CARTER MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 493.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BACKUS SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion?

Assemblymember Yurek:

Once again, | realize the timing of these bills is tight, and given your affirmations that there
is still an effort to address some of the concerns that were brought up at the hearing, 1 will
vote yes today to allow those conversations to continue to see if my concerns can be
addressed. However, | do reserve my right to vote no on the floor.

Assemblymember Dickman:
Ditto.

Chair Watts:
Members, is there any other discussion on the motion? [There was none.]

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBER  GALLANT
VOTED NO.)

I will take the floor statement as well. We will now move on to Assembly Bill 528.

Assembly Bill 528: Revises provisions relating to property tax abatements for certain
buildings and structures which meet certain energy efficiency standards.
(BDR 58-425)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 528 revises provisions relating to property tax abatements for certain buildings
and structures which meet certain energy efficiency standards. The bill is sponsored by this
Committee and was heard on April 8, 2025 [Read from Exhibit H].

Assembly Bill 528 authorizes the director of the Office of Energy, Office of the Governor, to
begin approving applications for the partial abatement through the Green Building Rating
System again, which was prohibited since July 1, 2021. The bill establishes standards for
certain buildings or other structures which did not receive an abatement before the 2021 date
to obtain certain resilience credits to meet the equivalent of the current tiered certification
system. The bill also revises partial tax abatements for qualifying buildings and structures.
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The bill also establishes certain other requirements for partial abatements for buildings
meeting green building standards. The bill also requires the director of the Office of Energy
to establish regulations allowing governments to obtain partial abatements and, for
compensation, assign the abatement to other buildings within the same county and require
recipients to submit annual reports. There were no proposed amendments for this measure.

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to do pass
Assembly Bill 528.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CARTER MADE A MOTION TO DO PASS
ASSEMBLY BILL 528.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER KARRIS SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion? [There was none.]

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBERS DICKMAN,
GALLANT, AND YUREK VOTED NO.)

I will take the floor statement on that bill as well. We will now move on to Assembly
Bill 529.

Assembly Bill 529: Revises provisions governing facilities for the generation of
electricity from solar energy. (BDR 58-427)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 529 revises provisions governing facilities for the generation of electricity
from solar energy. The bill was heard in this Committee on April 8, 2025 [Read from
Exhibit I]. Assembly Bill 529 establishes certain requirements for a wholesale generation
facility in Nevada that generates electricity from solar energy; becomes operational on or
after January 1, 2026; and is located within the service territory of a rural electric utility.

An amendment in conceptual form was submitted by Sam Johnston with Interwest Energy
Alliance, which is attached. The amendment, among other things, removes the requirement
that a wholesale generation facility grant the rural utility access to its facilities and instead
authorizes a rural electric utility to install or certify proper operation of the meter that
measures the wholesale generation facility's station power use and provides the utility power
use readings; modifies the requirement that a wholesale generation facility purchase its
station power from a rural electric utility to instead require such a facility take its station
power service for loads which are considered "station power" from the rural electric utility,
unless a written agreement between the facility and utility provides otherwise; establishes
provisions relating to the rate that a rural electric utility may charge a wholesale generation
facility for loads that are considered station power; establishes certain definitions, criteria,
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and other provisions relating to what is considered station power; requires any electricity
provider serving a load when a storage resource is idle to remit the payment for the station
power to the rural co-op.

An amendment was proposed by Ormat to clarify that in regard to geothermal-powered
generators, station power loads shall exclude fans, pumping loads, and parasitic loads
associated with geothermal energy extraction, and include lighting, air conditioning, and
low-voltage building loads.

Chair Watts:

Thank you, Ms. Latham. | am sure that was very clear and easy for everyone to follow.
| would like to ask Mr. Davis, who represents Interwest Energy Alliance, to come forward
and provide us with some brief context since this was a late edition. Ms. McKinney-James
can also come up on behalf of Valley Electric Association. Just as a reminder, we are not
conducting an additional hearing on the bill, I just want to make sure that we get additional
information to the members on this amendment and where it leaves things.

Kyle Davis, representing Interwest Energy Alliance:

| want to first thank the Valley Electric Association and the Nevada Rural Electric
Association, for all of their time and effort in working with us on the language you have in
front of you today. We probably spent more time on this bill this week than | think all of the
other bills combined. I think we have landed in a pretty good spot. As we read the language
that we have here, it does, in my mind, three things, and there is probably a fourth that I am
missing. Hopefully, Ms. McKinney-James can cover that.

First, it clarifies that a project located in the co-op service territory will utilize the co-op for
all of their station power usage. Secondly, it defines how station power applies to battery
storage and geothermal. So, it is really clarifying the definition of what is and is not station
power. Third, it ensures that the rates charged for station power are fair and comparable to
other similarly situated industrial customers in the co-op service territory. With that, | would
be happy to turn it over to Ms. McKinney-James.

Rose McKinney-James, representing Valley Electric Association, Inc.:

I, too, would like to express appreciation to the members of Interwest Energy Alliance and
see if we are there—remarkable work with us over the last few days. What Mr. Davis has
described, I think, adequately provides you with an overview of the distance we have come.
| think we have had a positive and productive conversation with all of the stakeholders, and
we find ourselves in a place where we are asking for your support to move forward.



Assembly Committee on Growth and Infrastructure
April 11, 2025
Page 11

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to amend and
do pass Assembly Bill 529.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CARTER MADE A MOTION TO AMEND AND
DO PASS ASSEMBLY BILL 529.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER KARRIS SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion?

Assemblymember Gallant:

With the amendment, because | have not really had enough time to—I am going to do yes
with reservation. | know, | actually get to vote yes on something today. | am going to do
yes with reservation because I just need to dig into this a little bit more.

Chair Watts:
I am glad we could find something to get you a yes on today. Members, any other discussion
on the motion? [There was none.]

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
| will take the floor statement on that as well. Actually, I will give it to Assemblymember
Dickman. If anyone would like any of my other floor statements, just let me know, we will
take care of you. We are going to take a quick one-minute recess.

[The Committee recessed at 12:18 p.m. and reconvened at 12:19 p.m.]

Chair Watts:
We have one more item that we are going to consider, and that is Assembly Bill 46.

Assembly Bill 46: Revises provisions relating to privileges applicable to information
obtained from records and other property of public utilities and certain other
entities. (BDR 58-310)

Keely Latham, Committee Policy Analyst:

Assembly Bill 46 revises provisions relating to privileges applicable to information obtained
from records and other property of public utilities and certain other entities. The bill is
sponsored by this Committee on behalf of the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada
(PUCN) and was heard on March 6, 2025 [Read from Exhibit J].

Assembly Bill 46 provides that any privilege of confidential information contained in certain
materials of certain utility entities is not waived as a result of making such information
available or disclosing it to the PUCN and certain other persons and governmental entities.
There are no amendments to consider for this bill.
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Chair Watts:

I would like to ask Mr. Weir from the Public Utilities Commission to come up and make
some clarifying statements about this measure on the record. There was a robust discussion
originally and many different understandings. Mr. Weir, could you please provide some
clarity to the members of the Committee, as well as the public?

Garrett Weir, General Counsel, Public Utilities Commission of Nevada:

Just to clarify what this bill does and does not do, this bill simply protects the privileged
status of information shared by utilities as part of the PUCN's regulatory process. It does not
change or even address what type of information is subject to examination or who can
examine the information. It does not create the ability for the Commission to compel a utility
to disclose attorney-client privileged material. The bill merely provides that if privileged
information is made available or disclosed as part of the PUCN's regulatory process, the
privilege is not waived.

Chair Watts:
Members, are there any questions? [There were none.] | will entertain a motion to do pass
Assembly Bill 46.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER DICKMAN MADE A MOTION TO DO PASS
ASSEMBLY BILL 46.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER GURR SECONDED THE MOTION.
Is there any discussion on the motion? [There was none.]

THE MOTION PASSED. (ASSEMBLYMEMBERS BACKUS, CARTER,
GALLANT, KARRIS, AND MOORE VOTED NO.)

I will assign the floor statement to Assemblymember Dickman.

Members, that concludes all the business before us for our meeting today, except for public
comment. If anyone would like to provide public comment, either here in Carson City or
down in Las Vegas, please come forward. [There was no one.] Would anyone like to provide
public comment by phone? [There was no one.]

Before | gavel out, | just want to take a moment to express appreciation to, first of all, the
members of this Committee. | know this week, and particularly this day, has been a trying
one. | appreciate everyone's responsiveness as we work to get materials to you to review
them and be prepared. | appreciate all the engagement that everyone has had in all of our
Committee hearings up to this point. While we will be continuing to meet to review
legislation that comes to us from the other house, I would say that the bulk of our work has
been completed, and | really appreciate all of you. I think we have maintained an atmosphere
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of professionalism and decorum; hopefully had a little bit of fun along the way as well. | just
very much appreciate all of you for your efforts, especially as you have all been getting your
doors beaten down this week.

| also really want to thank all of our staff for all the incredible work they have done,
particularly, our policy analyst, Ms. Latham, who has been dealing with late amendments,
putting together work session documents, staying up until the wee hours—probably even past
me—to help make sure that we are able to hold this meeting and get the information out to
members of the Committee and members of the public. I would be remiss if I did not take
time to thank you and all of our staff for their hard work to get us to this point. So, thank you.

Assemblymember Dickman:
Would it be inappropriate to applaud our awesome Chair, who is juggling all these balls and
always has time for everyone? [Everyone clapped.]

Chair Watts:

Thank you, | appreciate that. All right, and before we get all sappy, this meeting is adjourned
[at 12:25 p.m.].

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

Maria Benamati
Committee Secretary

APPROVED BY:

Assemblymember Howard Watts, Chair

DATE:
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