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Christy McGill, Deputy Superintendent of Educator Effectiveness and Family
Engagement, Nevada Department of Education

CHAIR TAYLOR:

Good afternoon. We have two bills we will hear for the first time. We will start
with Senate Bill (S.B.) 278 which revises provisions relating to education, and
then we have several bills on work session.

SENATE BILL 278: Revises provisions relating to education. (BDR 34-788)

SENATOR MICHELEE CRUZ-CRAWFORD (Senatorial District No. 1):

Today | have before you S.B. 278. | was able to meet with pretty much
everybody on the committee. So, | am going to do a very brief presentation.
This bill came out of work on the Principal Advisory Cabinet at the state level
with the Nevada Department of Education (NDE). | worked closely with the NDE
on this language. | also [worked with] part of the Teacher Recruitment and
Retention [Advisory] Task Force aimed at recruitment, retention and promotion.
| am going to walk through this amendment (Exhibit C) because this is really the
bill; the [original] bill did not come out to my exact intent.

Section 1 is all about licensing. This verbiage comes directly from my work with
the NDE. As we know, there are lots of Alternative Route to Licensure (ARL)
[programs]. Senator Dondero Loop and | can agree that sometimes it's
frustrating in education how many alternative routes [there are], because it kind
of downplays the work that we do in education. But we have found that it is
necessary to have some ARL. And with that, we have several alternative routes.

For example, if someone is going to an alternative route for a general education
degree in a fourth-grade classroom and they are serving in a fourth-grade
classroom, and then an autism unit opens and there's a need in their school, it
is hard to shift because you can't stack provisional licenses. So, this part of the
bill states:

The Commission shall consider and write regulation as appropriate
for additional streamlined Alternative pathways to licensure and
Interim pathways to additional endorsements for all counties
without employment restrictions.

So, this would help streamline and simplify that licensing.
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Section 2 of the bill was removed.

Section 3 is language that came from the NDE. And | just received
communication from Jeff Briske who works for the NDE. He said that this
portion would remove the fiscal note that was attached. | will forward that on.
But this is cleanup language. Right now, we have a Read by Grade 3 (RBG3)
statute, and it really helps monitor our student's growth to make sure they are
on grade level by third grade. This portion came out of the Teacher Recruitment
and Retention Advisory Task Force to make sure that we do not create teacher
burnout. The extra language here in section 3, subsection 2 says "A plan to
monitor the growth of a pupil who is identified as a struggling reader according
to the Read by Grade 3 indicator ... ." So that part is added as cleanup
language.

Then section 3, subsection 4, says:

A pupil who performs above the level determined by a statewide
assessment established by the State Board of Education for a pupil
enrolled in the same grade in which the pupil is enrolled, is no
longer required to receive Read by Grade 3 services.

For most RBG3 services, a strategist is hired at a school level, and they help to
make sure students get on grade level. So, this would put all those resources to
those struggling readers. It looks like a lot of our bills in this committee are
focused toward struggling readers. That concludes my bill presentation.

BRAD KEATING (Clark County School District):
We appreciate the sponsor working with us on the amendments and we support
the bill as it is today.

SusaN KEEMA  (Executive Director, Nevada Association of School
Superintendents):
| will say ditto. We do support S.B. 278.

BRIAN WALLACE (Nevada State Education Association):
We appreciate Senator Cruz-Crawford reaching out to the Association and
working with us as we continue to move through this session. Ditto.
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BRENDA PEARSON (Clark County Education Association):

We are speaking in support of S.B. 278. The Clark County Education
Association (CCEA) understands the importance of RBG3, and we believe it is
critical for a child's success and future opportunities to dedicate the time
needed to gain reading proficiency.

The amendment proposed to S.B. 278 removes the requirement for a student to
receive those services if they are reading at or above grade level. With about
40 percent of CCSD [Clark County School District] students reading at grade
level, the removal of this requirement will enable educators to free up valuable
time to spend with students who need to improve their reading proficiency. The
CCEA is in full support of S.B. 278 and its amendment. The CCEA thanks the
sponsor of this bill and urges you to support it.

SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD:

| just want to thank everyone who has provided feedback, and | look forward to
continuing to create legislation with our stakeholders, our teachers, our NDE and
this committee.

VICE CHAIR DONDERO LOOP:
| will close the hearing on S.B. 278 and open the hearing on S.B. 374.

SENATE BILL 374: Revises provisions relating to education. (BDR 34-752)

SENATOR ANGELA D. TAYLOR (Senatorial District No. 15):
| proudly represent Senate District 15 and thank you for this opportunity to
come before you today to present S.B. 374 for your consideration.

| will provide some background information. Last session, some of you may
recall, the Legislature took meaningful action to address one of the most
challenging issues in our schools—and that is student behavior—by passing
A.B. No. 285 of the 82nd Session and A.B. No. 330 of the 82nd Session.
Taken together, those bills aimed to do two things: improve disciplinary
processes to promote a safer school environment; and provide a more robust
support system for students demonstrating behavior issues.
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While those bills were a positive step forward, in speaking with school staff, we
have noticed that there are some missing pieces to positively impact student
behavior and make sure our educators are prepared and equipped with the
necessary skills and knowledge. Senate Bill 374 is designed to support and
strengthen the intent of A.B. No. 285 of the 82nd Session and A.B. No. 330 of
the 82nd Session by addressing three critical areas: professional development;
student behavior support; and data transparency.

So, walking through the bill, S.B. 374 requires the board of trustees of each
school district to ensure that all school staff, including teachers, administrators
and education support professionals, receive the appropriate professional
development training. It says within the first 30 days of the school year, but
that part has been amended out. This training, however, must include strategies
and best practices for: addressing student behavior; fostering a positive school
climate; positive behavioral interventions and support; conflict resolution;
de-escalation; along with classroom management. It also requires the NDE, in
coordination with regional training programs, to develop the training curricula
that school districts can use to satisfy the training. It also requires a higher level
of reporting and transparency in terms of reporting to the Legislature once
implemented.

There are two amendments you'll see. The first amendment (Exhibit D) is to
further define the required training and ensure that it supports the training
that already exists in A.B. No. 285 of the 82nd Session. It is not additional
training—it just further defines that training.

The second amendment (Exhibit E) defines the system intended to support
students with behavior issues. This program was previously piloted by the NDE
and has seen very positive results.

Although | know we are not a fiscal committee, | want to mention that there is
a fiscal note which can be found on NELIS [Nevada Electronic Legislative
Information Systeml].

Ms. KEEMA:

We are testifying in support of S.B. 374. The amendments provide the flexibility
school districts need to implement the bill's requirements. Thank you for your
attention to this matter.
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NicoLE FLANGAS (Nevada Association of School Boards):

We're here today in support of S.B. 374. We really appreciate the degree of
autonomy inside the districts but also creating that MTSS [Multi-tiered Systems
of Support]. Getting standardized care that's a wraparound service around
discipline is something in line with our priorities. So, thank you.

MR. WALLACE:

As a teacher and vice president of the Nevada State Education Association, the
NSEA supports S.B. 374. The NSEA has a long history of engagement on the
issues of educator safety and student disciplinary actions.

One issue has been the lack of resources and training to properly implement
student discipline. This was especially the case with the failed implementation
of the restorative justice system approximately five years ago. This is why we
support S.B. 374. We must continue to provide educators and our education
support staff with professional development on the best practices when it
comes to discipline and the behavior of our students.

This bill will build upon the work that is already taking place within our schools.
It may also help ensure that district-wide restorative discipline plans are not just
sent to us but also explained to us—especially with them being structured
around MTSS. A mutual understanding of the implementation of these plans is
essential for the success of our students and our staff members. Senate Bill 374
is a continued step forward in addressing these shortcomings, and we ask for
your support.

SABRINA SCHNUR (Boys Town Nevada):
| am here today on behalf of Boys Town Nevada; we are just offering a ditto in
support.

JONATHAN NORMAN (Nevada Coalition of Legal Service Providers):
Thank you, Vice Chair, deadline ditto.

MR. KEATING:
Ditto.
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Ms. PEARSON:

| am speaking in support of S.B. 374. Student behavior has worsened over the
years, and we know there are a myriad of situations that are a direct result of
student behavior, whether that is academic deficiencies, mental health concerns
or a learning environment that is not engaging or motivating. But Nevada needs
to stop admiring our data and take action.

Senate Bill 374 not only requires professional learning to give teachers tools
to deal with behavioral challenges, but the amendment designates an
MTSS district lead and the development of an action plan that will help us
monitor and document strategies addressing disparities. The creation of a
statewide support system will help Nevada understand the successes and
struggles across all of our districts. It is CCEA's expectation that this data will
lead to improvements, not only in the way that schools deal with student
behavior, but also in rectifying the inequities we see in the implementation of
student discipline. As a State, we are not reaching all of our children, and we
are losing too many teachers due to the behavior in the classrooms and schools
every day.

Senate Bill 374 aims to refine the behavioral supports we give students,
increase teacher strategies and create accountability for what is happening in
our schools. Through the data provided, we can learn how to meet the
students' needs where they are and build an environment that will foster growth
both academically and behaviorally. We want to thank Chair Taylor for reaching
out to CCEA for our input, and we are in full support of S.B. 374 and its
amendment.

VICE CHAIR DONDERO LOOP:
| will close the hearing on S.B. 374.

CHAIR TAYLOR:

We will go to our work session. We have work session documents that are
available to everyone, and we will also work session the two bills we heard
today.

JEN STURM-GAHNER (Committee Policy Analyst):

| am with the Research Division and the Legislative Council Bureau. As a
reminder, as nonpartisan staff | cannot advocate for or against any measure.
Today | will walk the committee through the work session document. With the
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Chair's permission, | may skip through some of the bill summaries, but we will
read out the details of amendments. Since the amendments proposed are mainly
conceptual, please be aware that the formal amendment drafted by the
Legal Division will likely modify suggested language but will reflect the intended
change.

We will begin the work session on S.B. 81.

SENATE BILL 81: Revises various provisions governing education. (BDR 34-276)

The Committee on Education heard S.B. 81 on April 9, 2025, and that bill is
sponsored by the Department of Education. There are some amendments. The
bill and amendments are outlined in the work session document (Exhibit F).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion.

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 81.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.

THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR BUCK WAS EXCUSED FOR THE
VOTE.)

* ¥ % ¥ ¥

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S. B. 174.

SENATE BILL 174: Revises provisions relating to pupils with autism spectrum
disorder. (BDR 34-53)

This bill was presented by Senator Ohrenschall on March 24, 2025. There are
some amendments. The bill and amendments are outlined in the work session
document and attachment (Exhibit G).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion.
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SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 174.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ %

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 175.

SENATE BILL 175: Revises provisions governing the treatment of certain
military credentials in the licensure and hiring of educational personnel.
(BDR 34-663)

This bill was presented by Senator Rogich on March 17, 2025. There are some
amendments. The bill and amendment are outlined in the work session
document (Exhibit H).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion.

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 175.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

* ¥ % ¥ ¥

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 254.

SENATE BILL 254: Establishes requirements relating to suspected substance use
by a pupil. (BDR 34-592)
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This bill was presented by the Senate Committee on Education [On Behalf of the
Nevada Youth Legislature] on March 5, 2025. There are some amendments.
The bill and amendment are outlined in the work session document (Exhibit 1).

SENATOR TITUS:
Can we have a discussion on the amendment first? That is a heavy lift for them.
| was wondering about the implementation date. | did not see it.

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| don't think an implementation date was included, but we can certainly get
that.

SENATOR TITUS:

| was just worried that there was one. I'm looking at the amendment; | support
it, but I'm wondering about the timeline. Do they have adequate time to get all
of this done? There's no date. How does that work?

CHAIR TAYLOR:
The NDE actually assisted on the amendment. Ms. McGill is here. She will be
implementing this primarily.

CHRISTY McGILL (Deputy Superintendent of Educator Effectiveness and Family
Engagement, Nevada Department of Education):

Yes. We have been working with the University of Nevada, Reno. We have this

in place now. We just need to work with the districts to put on the final

touches, so we could be ready to go as soon as it passes.

CHAIR TAYLOR:
So, Ms. McGill, you would recommend staying with the same implementation
date, which is upon passage?

Ms. McGILL:
Correct.

CHAIR TAYLOR:
Is there a motion to amend and do pass S.B. 254?

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 254.
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SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.
THE MOTION CARRED UNANIMOUSLY.

* ¥ ¥ X X

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
Our next bill on work session is S.B. 368.

SENATE BILL 368: Revises provisions relating to education. (BDR 34-910)

This bill was presented by Senator Rogich on March 26, 2025. There are some
amendments. The bill and amendments are outlined in the work session
document (Exhibit J).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion to amend and do pass.

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 368.

SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD SECONDED THE MOTION.

SENATOR TITUS:

| certainly understand and appreciate what the sponsor's concerns are in
bringing the bill forward. | worry that it is unprecedented in that we are
committing the State to do something that may or may not happen—an
unknown expense. I'm not comfortable with passing the bill on "what ifs". |
have to be a no vote.

THE MOTION CARRIED. (SENATOR TITUS VOTED NO.)

* % X ¥ ¥

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 396.
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SENATE BILL 396: Makes various changes relating to education. (BDR 34-912)

This bill was presented by Senator Rogich on April 9, 2025. There are some
amendments. The bill and amendments are outlined in the work session
document (Exhibit K).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion to amend and do pass.

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 396.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

* % ¥ ¥ ¥

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 403.

SENATE BILL 403: Revises provisions relating to education. (BDR 34-611)

This bill was presented by Senator Dondero Loop on April 7, 2025. There are
some amendments. The bill and amendments are outlined in the work session
document (Exhibit L).

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion to amend and do pass.

SENATOR CRUZ-CRAWFORD MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 403.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

* ¥ %X ¥ ¥
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CHAIR TAYLOR:
We will continue with the work session on the two bills we heard today. We
heard the amendments, so we can continue from there.

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 278.

This bill was heard earlier today and was presented by Senator Cruz-Crawford.
There were also several proposed amendments Exhibit C submitted by
Senator Cruz-Crawford, which are available on NELIS and in the material today.

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion to amend and do pass.

SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 278.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.

THE MOTION CARRED UNANIMOUSLY.

* ¥ % ¥ ¥

Ms. STURM-GAHNER:
The next bill on work session is S.B. 374.

This bill was heard earlier today and was presented by Senator Taylor. There are
amendments Exhibit D and Exhibit E. Both attachments are available on NELIS.
There is an additional amendment that is not provided on NELIS, but that is to
require the professional development training pursuant to section 1, subsection
1. It will run in parallel with existing training on the plan for progressive
discipline required pursuant to A.B. No. 285 of the 82nd Session.

CHAIR TAYLOR:
| will entertain a motion to amend and do pass.
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SENATOR DONDERO LOOP MOVED TO AMEND AND DO PASS AS
AMENDED S.B. 374.

SENATOR TITUS SECONDED THE MOTION.

THE MOTION CARRED UNANIMOUSLY.

* % X ¥ ¥
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CHAIR TAYLOR:
Seeing no public comment at this time, we are adjourned at 1:07 p.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

Sharon McCallen,
Committee Secretary

APPROVED BY:

Senator Angela D. Taylor, Chair

DATE:
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